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'HARD TIMES.

THE CAUSES WHICH PRODUCE THEM.

“ They have done nothing of all that thou commandeat them to do ; therefore
thati hast caueed all thia enil fo comie upon them." —Jeremizh xxxii., 23,

If you should ever deliberately leap over Niagara, do not
complain of what comes after. The nation which violates
divine commands, ought not to murmur under divine judg-
ments.

Capitalists loaning money at four per cent.! Farmers
gelling grain at less than the cost of production! Embar-
rassed manufacturers throwing ealico on the market at three
cents a yard! Mechanies without work, laborers without
bread, widows sewing sixteen hours a day and receiving in
return scarcely enough to maintain an enfeebled existence!
‘What do these things mean? Hard Times, God’s laws disre-
garded.

It requires no especial searching to discover persons now in
penury who a few years ago werein affluence ; no remarkabla
penctration to pereeive that many have been financially ruined ;
that of even the prudent many are greatly embarrassed, eco-
nomical people being without money and Christian men ask-
ing for an extension of credit. Bank buildings, farms,
manufacturing establishments, private residences—humble
cottaged and palatial mansions—* Going, going, gove,” at
less than one-half the former estimated value. Sheriffs so
crowded with business as to hecome indnxheaked, wiWe, wosrrmr—
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4 - HARD TIMES

or with somgthing less honorable. Worse still, » pack of
hungry wolves, who, after ravenously devouring wrecked
fortunes, are lean, lank and hungry still, prowling about for
more prey.

What's the explanation ? Hard Times, divine commands
violated and grosning thousands bearing the penalties. It
certainly cannot be denied that it s extremely sad to see those
penniless who were once rich ; those deeming themselves fortu-
nate in having a Lemble shelter from the pelting storm, who
onee dwelt in lordly mansions ; the improvident almost on the
verge of starvation ; tramips on nearly every highway ; and
still more heartrending to observe thut even the industrions
and economical are in distressingly straitened circumstances ;
all elasses, in greater or less measure, feeling the tightening grip
of pecuniary embarrassment.  Why this stringency?  From
nearly all comes back the response, ¥ Hard Times; we have
been dispegarding immutable laws of Heaven,”

None of us, however, desive to be understood s affirming
that onr Heavenly Father hus withheld, or even diminished,
the gifts of His bounty. The harvests have been abundant.
There is enough for all, even for the wandering tramp, the
degolate widow and the homeless orphan, Nor do we mean
te affirm that our imlusiries have been woproductive. Of
manufactured articles onr markets are full. Nor have the
hidden treasures of the earth fuiled. Coal, iron, lead, silver
and pold have been produced in large quantities, In the
midst of unparalleled plenty how shall we explain the present
excessive depression?  The rrunsparent faet thut God has not
stinted us renders it evident that the siringency is due to our
own eonduct.  We have brought these evils upon ourselves,
How ? this is the question we shall endeavor to answer. We
shall endeavor to cuonvinee you that we are simply suffering
the consequences of our own acts; are merely eating the fruit
of our own doings,

Manitestly, we should be guilty of no slight sin if we
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imagined that God was the anthor of the evils we have
brought upon ourselves, This would be an attempt to defend
onrselves hy slandering our Maker. Hushed forever be the
thought that (iod is punishing us in any other way than by
permitting us to punish ourselves! T we have deliberately
violated those laws upon whose observance contiuned pros-
perity depends, let us not be guilty of the stupendous folly,
nay, the atrocious gin, of charging our maultiplied troubles
upon the dealings of a benevolent God. To some, perhaps,
it may seem quite pions to affirm, © God is visiting judgments
upon us ;" fo most, however, it is more in aceordance with
gennine religion to acknowledpe that we have erred, and are
suffering the penalties,

Few, perhaps, may be disposed to affirm, as Jeremiah did
of the Jews, that this nation has done “nothing of all that
God eommanded it to do;” nearly all, however, are ready to
confess that we have violated divine injunections. Some, no
doubt, are reluctant to acknowledge that our embarrassments
are in punishment of sins; but none, assurediy can deny that
if God has simply declived to interfore—merely permitting
us to reap as we have sown—we have no right to murmar.
Environed by the consequences of our own acts, it is wisdom
toinguire, “ Wherein have we sinned 7' Since God, when he
punishes ug, needs not to mete out judgments arhitrarily, bot
has simply te let us alone—our own transgressions bringing
down punishment with vuerring certainty—it is only in thia
gualified sense that we are at liberty to attribute our calamities
to his agency. He has linked disastrous consequences with
the violation of his immutable lawa; consequently, we inevit-
ably suffer the merited punishment of persistent disregard of
divine commandments. And what else ave God's judgments,
either npon individuals or upon nations, either in this life or the
next, than simply non-interference? The sinner, left to the result
of his folly, is eternally undone. A nation, permitted to wensy
as it has sown, is certain to gather a\avge harvesk of wweesy.












