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MINUTES OF THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING,

—— OF THE —— -

Aabama Fhavwacentical dssociation,

FIRST SESBION,

MoBiLE, May 10th, 1862

The Alabama Pharmaceutical Association met in the
Hall of the Mobile County Medical SBociety at 3:30 g m,

President J. . Humphrey called the meeting to order,
and introduced his Honor, J. O, Rich, Mayor of the City,
who in the following excellent speech, welcomed the Asso-
ciation to the hospitalities of Maobile :

Mr. President and Qenilemen of the Pharmaceulteal Asso-
ciation, of dlabania:—

Mobile is peculiarly honored to-day, in having two of
the Btate’s most prominent organizations assemble in her
borders. I had the pleasure at an earlier hour of to-day of
extending the hosﬂitaﬂity of the people to the Grand Lodge
of (Odd Fellows. The gresting [ now tendsr to you is equally
cordial and asincere. T conﬂatulata ¥ou upon eleven years
of progress and success, ¢ good work you are doing is
one in the success of which every citizen of the Btateis inter-
ested. You are public servants in the highest and best sense
of that term. 'E'our profession is a necessity to every class
of people, for at some time, we must all 'go to the pharma-
cist for assistance. This f)aing' true., we are interested
what you are and what you know. The character and at-
tainments of the men who aspire to follow your high and
useful calling cannot be too jealously guarded or too closely
serutinized. Unless proper means are adopted to prevent
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such an occurrence, the higheet callings and professions
will degenerate into mere trades and occupations, in which
the men of learning and aceomplishments will be put on a
level with the adventurer. 1t is due to your endeavors that
this can oot be the case in Alabama. There s to-day a feel-
ing of security among the people and a sense of reliance
upon those who follow your profession that is highly grati-
fying to the people and most creditable to you.  The laws
recently adopted in Alabama for the promotion of a higher
da%'ree of efficiency in pharmacy have been prolific of great
public good, We have in Alabama a body of chemists,
whose character, position and eminence reflect great credit
upon the Htate. ¢ of Mohile are proud of those members
of your Association who have their homes in this City.
They are brave. true men. They have never forgotten the
obligations assumed when they entered upon the delicate
and dangerous duties that are part and parcel of their daily
lives, hey have stayed through times of great trial and
affliction, and not one of them has ever deserted his post, as
we battied with that dread enemy, epidemic and disease,
The fact that you come by the invitation, and as the guests
of these good and true men, makes your welecome sure. We
trust that your sta{ may be pleaszant and that this meeting
may result in greatly promoling the welfare of your Asso-
ciation. You are heartily welcome,

Mr. W, F. Dent on behalf of the Association responded
in a mice little speech,
The roll was now called, when about fifty responded—

there was also a sprinkle of ladies,
The President then delivered his address as follows:

Ladies and Gentlenren:—

Another vear has passed since we last met in Hunts-
ville; another year, with its toils and trialg, with its hopes
and its fears, with 1ts joys and its sorrows, hasrolled on and
has been numbered with the past. The revolving wheels of
time have hrought us to the close of ancther year in the life
and higtory of the Pharmaceutical Association of the State
of Alabama, and the time for the annual address of its
President is upon us. T would gladly relisve vou of this in-
fliction were it left to my wishes, but from time immemorial,
from the very inmuguration of soeietics until the present
day, it has been the custom for the presidini{nfﬁcer tomake
soms kind of a report ai the regular annual meetings, and
besides, the very laws that govern us reguire such a pro-
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cedurs, and it is well that it is so, for we can review the
past, note the errors committed, profit by our experiences
?nd thereby strengthen our pians and purposes for the
uture.

It is customary and expected that a short history and
true status of this Association be given in the annual ad-
dress of its President. I am not one of those whoe nurs
this Association in its infancy, who labored hard and fought
against miﬁal:tty odds for exigtence, for it was only a few
years ago that I became eligible for membership—but from
what [ can gather from these noble men who stood by her
in times af adversity, who contribitted their time, talents
and money. They tell me that we have cause to be proud
on this occasion. Year after year, comparatively but a
handful of earnest workers have met together to keep and
do the business of this Association. How different to-day—
what a grand spectacle befors me on this cccasion!

Here, in the extreme southern portion of the State, in
this beautiful City by the sea, a City noted all over the broad
land for its culture, 1ts hospitality and its beautiful women,
here we have gathered from all sections of the Btate and we
have come through no idle curiosity, but 1 trust with a de-
termination and firm resolve fo add our mite and to do our
whole duty in the upbuilding of our profession. How well
each one of us shall act his part will in a great measure de-
pend the success, the prosperity and usefulhess of this or-
ganization.

We have left behind us our homes and loved ones and
have come together to transact the business of this Associa-
tion, and I trust we will lay aside for these few days our

usiness cares and give attention to the interests that have
brought us together. Let us not come with bickerings and
petty jealousies, but-let ns meot together as brothers and
work in harmony for the best interests of our profession;
never before have we been able to grasp one another's hands
in heartier mutual congratulations or in a more earnest re-
solve to stand firm on the solid foundations upon which our
Association is built,

(lentlemen of the Alabama Pharmaceutical Association,
we can justly claim that the cause of true pharmacy in this
State has been greatly advanced under the auspices of this
Association. It was by virtue of its influence that we have
a pharmacy law to-day and whatever sffort has lain in its
power for the betterment of the condition of the pharma-
cists of the State, has been promptly, earnestly and faithful-
ly put forth,

No profession coffers such opportunities for nefarious
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practices as that of the druggist, and thanks be to God
that we have a law that will in a measure at least puta
stop to man devoid of prineiple from seeking the field of the
druggist of this State; lut our law is not complete. It only
applies to eities of 904 inhabitants and over, This is unjust
to the inhabitants of smaller towns, It the pharmacy law
of this State was infended to profecf the inhabitants of the
cities, let us as represeniatives of a profession second to
none in ability, importance and respectability, use our best
afforts to have the strong arm of the law thrown around all
alike. If it is right fo protect the one, it is right to protect
the other, therefors, I would

’ Fegommend, That the legislative committee be instruct-
el to memoralize the next legislature to so amend the law
that the rural districts will have the same protection that
our cities now enjoy.

It is to be regretted that there 1s such o state of apathy
on the part of so many druggists of the State. There are
more than three hundred and fifty druggists within the
borders of Alabama, and to every one 20 far as I could ob-
tain the address, T sent a circular letter requesting his at-
tendance at this meeting.,  (f this number only one hun-
dred and sixty are members of the Association. What
betier evidence of its far-reaching influence and the inher-
gt value of our Arsoclation than its successfyl effort in se-
curing the passage of the present pharmacy law. Tt is not
for the want of evidence of the usefulness of this Asgocia-
tion or the great lenefits 1o be derived by attendance upon
its meetings! We must put our shoulder to the wheel and
do our whaole duty curselves and by our own example wake
up these brothers who have been asleep these long years, It
ig a matter of great surprise and regret that there iz a drug-
gigt in this fair State who fails to appreciate the importance
of our Association or that any one can be found so gelfish as
to participate in the benefits resulting from an Association
without being willing to share its expenses, its labors and

® its responsibilities.

While the advancement that we have made in member.
ship and attendance at the annual meelings and interest
manifested by the members is much to be proud of. vet it
is not what it should be, and T believe that if we make our
annual meetings more interesting and instructive in the way
of voluntary papers and short discussions on subjects likely
to be of interest to the aueraye druggist we will accomplish
the desired result. The Commnittee on Queries acted wisely
in electing members to prepare papers and to discuss the
same, and T muat thank them for the interest they have
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manifested from the very beginning—but no committes can
cover the whols ground. Bome member may be gifted with
his pen, who may fail te be appointed by the committee,
might feel 3 delicaty in preparing a paper under the present
order of things. therefore I

Recommend That a day on session be set apart for vol-
untary papers and short discussions on any sth[t‘;ut of inter-
est to the pharmacist, known ag the “Omnibus Discussion.”
I believe these short discussions. on guestions and their
answers will do a great deal towards infusing new life in
the older and in creating a live interest among the younger
members of this Association.

It may not be out of place just at this time to acknow- .
ledge my great a}:»precmtmn of the kind treatment I have
received at the hands of all the committees, officers and
members of the Associatinn with whom I have comein con-
tact, While I have done what 1 could. the Association is
indebted for the great success of this meeting more than to
any other, to that indefatigable worker, our able secretary.

During the past vear vour President received an invita-
tion to attend the meeting of the Wholesalers, Retailers and
Manufacturers, which meeting was held in Louisville, Ky.,
last tall. 1 was unable to attend nor could I procure a sub-
stitute to represent me, but on behalf of thie Association 1
acknowledged the courtesy and expressed my regrets. The
ghreat question of “‘Cutting on Patents” and its remedy was
the main lopic before that mesting. )

The plans formulaged by the ‘gmari{:a.n Pharmaceutical
Association at New (Orleans. and ratified by nearly every
State Association were agreed upop with perhaps a few
alight changes, and I believe it now rests with us as retail
druggists whether this plan as now adopted shall be em-
forced. | shall not constme your time to define my posi-
tion on this great question: it is well known o every drug-

st of the State how I stand.  While there i3 no cutting so
aras I know within the confines of our BState, yet cur
Lrothers in other States are sorely afflicted and the cry of
help is heard from afar. Will you remain passive and
silent and by your indifference say you care not for protec-
tion? 1 hope not. Therefore, 1

Recowmend That this Association speak out inno un-
certain language. expressing its approval and hearty en-
dorsement of the plan now adopted,

During the past year no subject has received more at-
tention in the pharmaceutical journals, and I might say the
secular press of the North, than that of “substitution”—not
substituting one article for anothar in a physician's prescrip-

-
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tion, but substituting an article of known value and compo-
gition and doubtful value. .

In a speech before a National Educational Association,
druggists of this whole country were-assailed; they were
called “thieves, robbers, liars and purveyors of worthless
atuff.” 1 know not, and care less, who this selanderer Rich-
ardson is, but from his unjust attack and sweeping remarks,
believe him to be beneath the notice of the profession he
assails, which boasts of as pure, noble, God-fearing and God-
loving men as ever walked upon the face of the earth. I
am one of those who believe it is no erime to %nut uﬁ) my own
preparations, I put them up and push them for all they are
worth, But, if the time has come when a druggist cannot
recommend and sell hiz pwn preparations and not he allowed
the same privileges accorded to other lines of business, then 1
am ready to bid farewell to the profession T love so dearly
and am ready to fall back to my first love and there eke out
a living for my wife and little children trying to alleviate
the pains and sufferings of our fellow-man. & are expect-
ed to sell to our friends and patrons preparations absolutely
worthless, or those known to contain drugs in sufficient
quantities to iniduce the formation of bad habits simpli{ be-
cauge they are advertised in the newspa ers; and if we have
the honesty of purpose and boldness of heart to offer our
friends a preparation of value, then we are called “thieves
and robbers.”

1 declare to you that it is my honest conviction that if
any man in any calling should be more honest and consci-
entious than any othery it ghould be the druggist; and I be-
lieve that if there is a sub-cellar in Hell where a crumb will
fry quicker than anywhere else, that there will be the final
home of the drufggmt who is untrue to the patron, who

laces his own life or that of his loved ones in his hands.

hen gentlemen let us be honest men, true to our calling,
true to our friends and true to ourselves, caring naught for
the epithets of the wanutacturers or their paid slanderer,
but keeping in view the final account that we must render
some day to a higher tribunal, .

Hince I have been a member of this Association T have
noticed that the great bubc of the work is performed by only
a few members.  We have some members who attend these
meetings regularly, who never have a word to say, but like
a sponge, absorb all that is said, and some of these perhaps
Bift sorely disa‘Fpointed if everything don’t go just as they
think it should. This is all wrong,  I# is the intention of
this Association to get the druggists of the Btate topether
and make each and every one feel that he has a right to



11

have something to say in the management of this Associa-
tion or the discussions that may come up before it. At every
meeting it must be that we have a number of new members,
many of them young men who perhaps are timid apd ner-
vous about offering resolutions or making remarks, To these
1 wish to say that we want you to discard your t-imiditg'.
want you to feel at home, feel that vou have an equal right
1o this floor and when you have something to say, say it, for
if you c}fen not your mouths in meeting you have no right
to complain if things dont go to suit you, Pardon the ex-

ression, but if you will “get a move on vou” my word for
1f, you will not regret it. on’'t wait for the commitiees to
do evervthing, and whether you are assigned an important
poaition or not, whatever you find to do, do it with a vim,
put your heart in your work and success will crown your
effarts. It will not be long young men before vou will be
called upon to fill the places of these older members, and we
want yon to be prepared to take charge at a moments
warning.

We have with ua to-day men who were present and as-
gisted in the organization of this Association, eleven long
years ago, and year after year they have attended its meet-
ings and contributed whatever was in their power to further
its interests. ‘Time has dealt gently with them, but in the
natural course of evente they mnust some day bid farewell to
the seenes of this life; ere long some of them may be call
to the bright beyond, and there *“to rest under the shade of
the trees,” Young men see to it that you are prepared to
take the places of these noble men, JLet your lovalty to the
cause in which they have labored so tong and well, give as-
surance that their early and faithful work shall not be in
vain.

(Go where yvou may or search where you will, whether
in the Eutopian fields of the present or in the melancholy
days of the past, vou will find no calling with a more lofty
purpose or benevolent ambition than the one whose repre-
sentatives are now assembled in this hall. Time was when
our calling was looked upon as a mere trade, but to-day it
iz considered and recognized as cne of the leading profes-
sions, and second to no other in importanece or usefulness.

God in his infinite wisdom furnished the ground, the
seed, the rain and the warmth, but it was left for man to
bring these elements together w accomplizsh anything and
it was also left for man fo dig down desp into tha bowels of
the earth for the coal from which he extracts those beauti-
ful white erystals so familiar to you all and which have
been such a blessing to mankind.

-



