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THE COMING MAN.

TrosE who rest upon & certain line of doctrine on tha subject of
miracles will by end by find themselves placed in & most perilous pre-
dicament.

The doctrine referred to has been, for & long tims, zealously maintained
and industriously d; mud is to the effect that miracles necessarily
suppose the h.angm od alone ; and that if any claim or doctrine be
attestad by miracles, it ought to be received as of God.

This line of doctrine, which appears in numberless works, has been
adopted and meintained by writers of great reputs. The following
slatement of it 15 given chuefly because it oceurs, not in a merely
ephemersl pamphlet, E.n in & System of Theology which is widely read
both in this eountry and in that from which it emanated ; the System of
Theology, namely, of Dr. Dwight, the celebrated end most excellont
American Divine.

He writes {Ser. 80, page 463): “ A miracle is an act of infinite power
only, and is therefore a proof of the immediste agency of God. None
but he ean withhold, suspend, or counteract his egency exerted according
to the laws of natore. A miracle becomes a proof of the chatacter or
doctrine of him by whom it was wrought, by being profeaug,:ly wrought for
tha support of either. A miracle is the testimony of God. From the
perfect veracity of God it irresistibly reanlts that he never can give, nor
rationally be supposed to give, his testimony to anything but truth.
When, therefore, a miracle is wrought in confirmation of enything, or as
evidence of anything, we know that thing is true, because God hes given
to it his t‘em.iman}l'."

The foregoing line of reasoning is based upon two fales assumptions :
the first is, that God must necessarily refuse to permit the exercizs of
miraculous powers for the support of falashood : the seeond, an almost
necessary consequence of the first, that miracles can be wrought only in
the s:ﬁrrol‘t of truth. Both these sssumptions are dismetricelly opposed
(as presently be shown} to the moet explicit declarations a? the
scriptures. They are, therefore, false ; and the whole of the above, or any
like ressonings, which are based wpon them, must necesserily fall to the

. We .h.ave said that this docirine will, by and by, place those who hold
it in & most perilous predicament. Tt will be this: '?ha seriptures pregent
b



4 THE COMING MAN,

the most unequivocal testimony to the future advent of @ man who will
claim to be received and worshipped as God manifest in the flesh, and
who will ba permitted to work wonders, equalling if not surpassing sny
that have ever been wrought, for the express coufirmation of his e
Wherefore, all who Lold the line of doctrine summed np in the extract we
have given from Dr. Dwight's works sust bow to the claims of that man
to be received as of God, while the scriptures distinctly declare his coming
will Le * after the working of Satan, with efl powsr, and sigos and lying
wondsrs,” (2 Thess, ii, B, 2.} '

This predicament will arise in due time, and it has been prepared by
the great anemy of man, It will ariss solely out of the undue place
which has been assigned to the mete power of working miracles. The
doctring that miracles necessarily infer the hand of God alone, has been
eagerly, but most unwarily, eeized upon by many true ssrvants of Qod:
who have thus been made instrumental in fidiag & chain of reasoning in
men's minds which will by and by bring them under terrible trials. The
dootrine emanated, of course, from an earnest desire to frame an ment
which would present irresistible proof of the divine commission of Christ
and it was the one-eyed view of this, its evident velus, which blinded men
to its possible application to the cause of falsehood. It is this error which
has ever crippled Protestants in their dealings with Romanists, They
have been driven to the wesk and ineffectunl ground of denying, or
explaining away, the alleged miraoles of the latter, instead of taking the
hoFrl and scriptural stand which has been always within their reach, and
would leave them without reply.

The proof of Christ’s being at once the Messiah, and the Savionr of the
world, does not arise out of the fact that He wroaght miraeles, but out of the
fact that He wrought the miracles which had, by the especial appointment
of God in the scriptures, been assigned to Him alone to do; and thess
especial works, having been wrought by him and by him alone, are the

voofs that Hs is the Messich, the Baviour of the world: they ave so
causs they had been the lbefore appointed seals of the character and
officg of the Hedeemer alone.®

Wherefure Propuzcy is the real ground on which the elaim of Jesus, to
be received as the Christ, rests; and his miracles were but joint,

* It is most important to discern the perfoct 'Ill!.'l'mﬂ'lﬁr between the miragles of Christ
and hin character and office. He came for the sole end {0 far 48 man is concerned) of
rodeeming men from the séernal consequencos of the entrance of dn,  Now sin is, in the
seriptures, called dearh, and it i moral death; wherefore the raising of Lazarus evi

the actual presense of Him who afene can redesm from the sseond death ; as he mid, * He
that believath in me, theugh he were dead, yet sball be Live ; wnd he that liveth and s~
Haveth on me shall nevsr die,” i.0. soe the assond death,

So sgain, bHindoess, deafiess, demboess, and Lodily diseasen in general, ms they tock
their rise in the entrance of ein, are n the uﬁpiuu&n:,ﬂrﬂm varipus forms. of evil in
which sin exists in the soul.  Wherefore, in healing the ailmenta which were outward in
the fesh, Christ did but signify the infinitely more important fact of the actoal presence
af him who waa the Savioor of aff, who will receive him as sach, from the eternal deminien
and ronseguencer of tho spiritunl disease under which the souls of all flesh labour by
natural birth, Thus, his mirscles ware oot mers wonders, but were eisibis tokem of, and
inFitations ta, ctern The miracles, on the other hand, of the eoming man will be
‘mers wonders—initful in no rem.lﬂfmd to those who behold them, but luring on, by
Md@eﬁtﬁ.ﬂnﬂtﬂlhlil{wgich ond lo sternal rain,



THE COMING MAN. 5

additional, and corroborative proofs, Hia very miracles had themselves
been beforehand described in Prophecy, and were, therefore, when per-
formed by him, but fulfilments of thoss prophecies which went before on
him. His miracles were but the worke which the Father had given him to
do. It was to point to this that we so continually meet, throughout the
Gospels, snch words as * This was done that the scriptures might ba
fu * The fulflment in Christ of all that Moses in the Law, the
Prophets, and the Psalms had spoken of Him, was, from the first, pre-
sented as the proof that he must needs be the Christ; and we find him,
after his resurrection, not appealing fo the miracles he had wrought, but
* beginning at Moses end all the Prophets, he expounded in all the scrip-
tures the things concerning himself.”

Nor was it otherwise during his life upon the earth, We continually
find him either moking direct appesls to Prophecy alone; or if he refers
to his miracles at all, it ia always in connection with, and aa being them-
selves in fulfilment of, prophecy. Thus we read in Luke iv. 16—21, he
first took the book of the Prophet Isaiah, and when he had found the
place, he read from it the prophecy which deseribed the character amd
office of the Messinh  He then closed the book and sat down, saying,
* This day is this scripture fuifilled in your sars; ™ that is, they had heard
of the mighty works he had done in Capsrnaum, all of which belonged to
the Messieh alone, end he now pointed out to them that that Messinh
stood before them. It is the joint appeal to prophecy and its fulfilment
in his miracles. We ses the zame thing in John v. 36—47. He waa
reasoning with the Jews on their unkebief, and directly pomnted cut its
source, viz., that they did not remember the testimony of the soriptures,
* Yo have not his word abiding in you, for, whom he hath sent, him ye
believe not.” He had referred them to the testimony of John the Baptist;
but adds, I have & greater witness then that of John, for the works
which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I de bear
witness of me that the Father hath semt me.” That is, the especial works
which the Father had given to him alone to finish, were the sama that
he was actually doing; and the witness that the Father gent him
arose out of the fdemtity of bis works, with those which had been assigned
as the seals of the Messiah slone. But how were the Jows to Lnow this?
How were they to know that these were the especial seals of the Messinh ?
He points out that to them in the words, ¥ Search the seriptures, for in
them ye think ye have eternel life, and they ara they which teatify of me."
The velue of this passage is that Christ is seen to point to the seriptures
83 the true test both of his miracles and claim. He gives the scriptures
the emphatie place of ** His witweares,” and afterwards places them in the
very prominent position of themselves condemning the Jews for rejecting
their testimony.

* John xiv. 10, 11, bears strongly upon the same paint. The Lord is therm reasoning
with the dirciplea cione, and he sys, # Bellere me for the cery works' ske.” The words
aro the same in both places, vir. Ta spya avra. The genersl menning of the word avrog
in that of sppositon fo soid sther peraon or thing; and it may be rendered in both th
ubove passages, “ the worka fhemscluss,™ o if there was some paculisrity in the works o
Christ which Hlpﬂiﬂ.[{{ pointed to him whe wrought them. That peculiarity can be found
only in the fuct that they were the eopecial seals of She Mesriah, )
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Aud in all thoss places whers Christ more especially adverts to his
miracles, he who will analyze the passages will mever fail to observe that
Christ mowhers makes them alona the ground on which he rests his claim
to be received. His words, in no instance, sanction the doctrine that
becauss they were miracles, he who wrought them must npeeds be the
Messiah ; but he al adverts to them as being the especial and pre-
sppointed miracles, which were the seuls of Messinhship, and which
:g_paared in bim alone. Fet us consider the instance of this which is

orded by the very marked cowrse pursued by the Lord towards the
messengers whom the Baptist sent to mak this very question, viz. was he
the Muswich or not—* Art thou he that should come, or look we for
another ?" (Luke vii, 19—22.} He made no immediate reply in words,
but his actions were deeply significant: ** In the same hour he cured many
of their infirmities end plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto many that
were blind he gave sight.” It was then he spoke, and snid, * Go your way
and tell John what things ya have seen and heard ; " he then puts into
their mouths & summary of the works in which he was habitoally engaged,
in & manner to fdentify them with those which had been foretold of the
Mesgiah (see Issiah xocv, 8, 8, and lxi. 1), and leaves it to the Baptist to
draw the obvious inference, that he was that ** e who should come,” and
that they needed to look for no other,

But a reforence to John xv, 34, will give us strong Kght on this point.
He is speaking of his rejection by the Jews, and says, * If I bad not done
among them the works which noné other men did, they had not had sin.”
Mask, he does not say, * If I had not done among them * woerds ™ which
none tther man did; it is not an appeal to his werks as in themselves

sing the works of others who had wrought miracles; that is not at
all the import of the passage; nor, as we shall presently show, was that
the fact, but he says 1R works, and refers to them as the especial works
which hed been assigned to the Messiah alone, and which no other man
had ever done.

That it was in this aspect alone that Christ invariably raferrmi_ to his
miracles is absolutely cortain, from the fact that it was not possible he
¢could have referred to them in any other view whatever. A very moderate
aoquaintence with the seriptures will snable eoy one to perceive it was not
poasible the Lord could have designed to say that his miracles were either
essentially different from, or in any respect greater than, those which hed
been performed by others. The miracles of Moses were, humanly speak-
ing, of a far more splendid character. The raising from the deed of the
Shupamite’s son by Elisha, the hanlinj of the leprosy of Naaman by
tha sama prophet, were mircles parellel in cheraoter to the grestest of
those wrought by Christ, and there ars mzﬁy other mimcles recorded in
the Old Testament, equally the works of God elone. Fach of these were
miracles, and wers, equally with those of Christ, proofs of the immediate
egency of Almighty power. It is therefore not to be supposed the Lord
could have meant LEat. his miracles transcended these which bad been
wronght by others. Neither can it be said that he designed to found any
especial claim upon the fact that they were wrought by his own inherent
power, because he is always found sseribing them to the Father, in whose
name alone he had come, and whose words klone were to be in his mouth.
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' The words that I'speek unto yeu I speak not of myself; but the Father
that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works."”

But what be did assert, and could aseert with the most g:rfﬂct truth,
waa that all the seriptures spoke with one united voice of the coming of
the Messiah; that they ascribed to that Messigh such and such a line of
acting and of suffering ; and that all, even the mest minuts of these, found
their accomplishment in him, aud in him alooe; and that even the miracles
which he performaed were those especinl mireeles which, aa they helonged
to the office of the Messiali only, had never been performed by any other.
Soma of the servants of God under the Jewish dispensation had besn
supported and witnesssd to in one way; some in another; but in none of
them had met #fl that Moses in the law, the Paaltos and the Prophets had
spoken ; neither had any of them wrought the eapecial works which- had
been fixed as the seals of the Messigh only.

But what conclurively overthrows the idea that Christ did on any cocasion
design to appeal to his miracles, as miracles, is, that the scriptures declare,
not merely that God may, but that he wilf, and bas determined to, permit
of the working of great signs and wonders, in express confirmation of that
which he hes forewarned men, will be a lie. And that being the cese,
how could it have been the purpose of Christ to teach that the mere pre-
sence of miraculons powers, is the true tsst, atill lesa the sole teat, of Divine
eommission? How could he heve meant to refer to his miracles as the
ground on which his claim was to rest, when he, who koew all things,
perfectly well knew that he would thereby give his own suthority for men's
reception, a8 from (Fod, of .one who, termed the Maw or siy, will come in
the full energy of Satans power, and with the sole purpose of exalting
himself ahove, and o 'n%f.ull that is celled, God ? (2 Thess. ii. &, 4).

If we refleot upon that which is borne upon the entire face of the BeTip-
tures, viz, that man is at present in a state of probetion; end that this is
more eapecially true of those nations to whom God has communicated the
light of the goapel, and if we consider what the word probation means, it
will geem in nowise improbsble that he, among cther methods of proving
what is in man's heart, whether be will obey him or not (which is his
declared design in this world, ses Deut. viii. 2, 18) might subject man to
that especial trial which is presented under the form of enpernaturel works.
CGod has given a record beth of his will, and of all that he hes deemed
needful for man's gonidence from the bitter pangs of eternal desth, and to
the inconceivable bliss of life etermal. While, therefore, he may justly
expect that so precions a volume shafl form man’s sola guide in thosa
important particulars, it seers by no means improbable that he might see
fit to try, even by miracles, whether man can be prevailed upon to trust to
that book, rather than to the temporary display of u.uﬁumatuml powers
exercised in attestation of claims utterly at varience with the entire temor
of that book. Tt might please him to permit some, either actually to
perform, or so nearly to simulate, works inferring supernatursl power, that
all who were not anchored on the soriptures alons would be carried away
by the flood. It was pracisely with a view to such & contingency, thet it
was written, * To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not sccording
to this word, it is because there in no light in them."

It must be evident that so long as the seriptures remsin, they must



