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Editor's Note

The designs of the cover and title-page were drawn
by Miss Elise Devercus, arlist,

In the arduous work of compiling and printing the
history, scveral errors were unfortunately overlooked
uniil too late to correct them.

On page 36, the name of Mr. Corpeille K. Ganson is
wrongly given as ¥ Cornelius R. Ganson.”

On page 41, Doctor and Mrs. Thomas I Rochester
are referred to as coming from Geneva, which was the
early home of Mrs. Rochester. They removed to Buffalo
from Rochester, which ¢ily was named for the doctor’s
family,

On page 103, * Mr. Haratio I1. Seymour" should he
“Mr. Henry H., Seymour™; and on page 107, “Mrs.
Ioratio H. Seymour” should be “Mr, ITenry H. Sey-
mour.”






Preface

N the experience of all large cities it is found that old
landmarks, prominent citizens, and impartant events
are apt Lo be passed over in the progress of time,

their places filled, their monuments razed to the ground
to malee way for thase of a new generation.

The important part played in the prosperity and
arowth of such cities by the early builders thereof is
seldom remembered by those who tread the paths made
caszy for them and live in happiness and peace Iseneath
the spreading branches of trees whose shade measures
the passig of one or two generations,

As a rule, the pioneers of all such sertlements are
men of mark, sometimes of wealth and position; and
their opinions, their laws and customs, inscasibly influ-
cnce their successors for all time, Observe in New York
city, Albany, and other portions of our state, how the
Knickerhocker presence of carly days is still felt in the
land: how in Detroit, Michizan, social customs, local
laws, and the very manners of the citizens bespeak their
French ericin.  So we might go o, from section to see-
tion of our yreat country, tracing by their present cus-
toms and laws the influences that laid the foundations
of their cities and of their forms of government; and
Buffale, though not the most important of our cities;
can boast an honorable heritage, for her first citizens
were men of brains and men of mark,

In 1679 Father Hennepin and his small band of
cxplorers, under the leadership of la Salle, with much
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