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E have a few copies ol the Dutch Church Records
af Hi1|¥5tc-n [baptisms and marriages from 1660
through 1810} elegantly printed on So7 ravai
quarte pages, with exhaustive lndex containing refer-
enced 10 44,388 names, edited by Chaplain B. R. Hoes,
U. 5. M., and printed by the DeVinne Press, N. Y. But
lew Iinickerbocker familizs can trace their ancestry
without reference to this volume.

0] Dr. Gustave Anjou's Ulster County Probate Rec
ords from 1665 ; mvaluable m tracing ancestry—in tw.
volumes. -

We alao have a large line of Bouveair Postal Cards show-
ing local scenes, including the Revolutionary Buildings.

souvenir Spoons, commemorating 25oth anniver
sary of the founding of Kingston. Specially prepared
by the Gorham Company.
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Ulster County

PANITARDS had e sooner lormed settie-
ments oo the iglands of the West Indies
after the diacoveries of Columbus than
they enslaved the inhabitants and set
them at wark in the mines. When the
native bribes had been swept away the
question of laborers hecame more and
mote pressing, and the west coast of

Africa was drawn upon to suppiy the demand for

slaves. Thuos came about the curse of Afdcan slavery

in America, We propose to inquire how great a factor
it was in Old Ulster.

A Dutch man-of-war brought to Jamestown, Vir-
ginda, in 161g the first African slaves carricd to the
North American colonies. The number was twenty.,
This vessel had captured a Spanizh slave ship and thus
disposed of pirt of 1ts carpo.  Seven years therealter,
in 1626, African slaves were introduced Into the Dutch
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colony of New Amsterdam. During the next two
hundred years slavery existed here under Duteh and
English domination until the Revolution, After the
tormation of the State government in 1777 slavery
continued fer Rfty years and was finally abolished in
1827, except that a few slaves remained in bondage for
& few years until they had reached a certain age.

Tt is not known how early in the settlement of Old
Ulster the institution of slavery took root within its
bounds, But it is known that negroes were here from
the earliest recorded years.  They arc mentioned
almost as early as the Indian troubles begin in state-
ments as to the number of men whe could be found to
defend the settlement aside from the negrees. Ameng
the killed at the Indian attack upon the settlement at
the Esopus June 7th, 1663, was a slave af Thomas
Chambers. The records of the lecal court of Wild-
wyck contain many references to the helding, the
ownership, the sale and the conduct af the slaves of
the Esopus,

There is nothing upon record to show that Indians
were held as slaves in the Esocpus.  This magazine
{(Vol. I, page 10g) has spoken of the sale by Stuyves-
ant ef the Indian captves, May 26th, 1660, at the close
of the First Esopus Indian War, to strike terror into
the hearts of the red men. These were sent tothe West
Indies to be seld.  There ia nothing on record to show
that Indians wore thus enslaved in the colony of New
Metherland,  After the English domination the Coun-
cil Minutes for 1675 contain this resolution

‘¢ ANl Inddians within the colony are free—nor can they
he forced to be servants of slaves—and if they are Lrought
268
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hither ag slaves, @ residence of 6 months shall entitle them
o freedom.””

This rule was violated frequently in after years
The census often speaks of “Indian and Negre
Slaves.” Vet there seems to have been no sale of
Indian slaves unless Indian and Negro blood was amal.
pamated, It is on record that negroes ran away and
were secreted by the Minisinks and intermarried,
especially the aggro women with the Indian braves.
When the children af such were found they were
claimed by the masters of such women. There Is evi
dence that Indian women voluntarily bound them-
selves to become servants to white men. But there
geems nons that Indians were thus seld by their own-
ers, It is highly imprabable that any men ar women
of the proud and belligerent Iroquois were ever held
in slavery.

It has just been said that the Dutch brought the
fArst slaves to New Amsterdam in 628 It iz not
known how great the number was, Thore were at
least eleven men, aside irom the women, In 1644 one
of these, Faul de Angola, with ten others named,
petitioned the Weat India Company to be liberated.
The DMrector and Council granted their request, requir.
ing each of the negroes to be freed to pey the company
each year as long as he lived thirty * skepels " {2234
bushels) of grain and " one fat hog." Thelr children
were to continue to serve the company as slaves.

VWhen the West India Company began to colonize
New Netherland the question of labor became a press_
ing one.  Inducements keld out to families in the
Metherlands to po outl to MNew Netherland as farm
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laborers brought few responses. The fertility af the
virgin soil was not disputed, but the MNetherands, at
peace after the long war, was too thriving a hive of
industry and offered too great a return to labor to have
it enticed away to a distant land that had to be sub-
dued and cleared before it would yield a return to the
farmer.

So, in 1644, it was veported that the request of the
Patroonsz for the intredoction from Brazil

OO as many Negroes as they would be dispesed to pay
for al & fair peice; which Negroes wonld accomplish more
work Jor their mosters, pnd ol o les expense, than facm ser-
vants, who mast be bribed to-go thither by o great deal of
money apd promises. "

It was difficult to get the farmers to buy the slaves
that were imperted. These slaves were owned by the
West India Company and hired oot to the farmers.
Individuals disHked to become the owoers of the
slaves, Oun May z7th, 1647 the Chamber of Accounts
af the West India Company reported

W Meversheless, it slaves are 10 be properly treated, they
mixat have their parzicular owners cach of whom endertakes
colonies, plantaticus and farmy according 1o his clreum-
gtamces and means, and endeavors by slave labor to derive
therefrom, either lor imroediate support or for exportation,
whatever can be 3 source of profit.*?

In 1h3g the " Deputies from New Netherland"
remonstrated to the States-General of the United Neth.
erlands that the children of the manemitied slawves,
spalen of above, were still in bondage
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o Contrary to all puble low, that any one born of a free
Christian mother should, notwithstanding, be a slave, and
obliged =0 o pemain, "’

In the reply to the remanstrance the West India
Company says :

o Mot more than theee are in scrvice viz,, one, which
Stwyvesant hus with him on the Companie's bouwerie; one
at the house, the Hope; one wench with Martin Krigier,
who hath reared her from a little child, at his own expense.’’

In 1654 the English seized the provirce.  The mild
type of slavery which existed wnder the Dutch gave
way to & much more gnerons servitude, There was in
England a corporation named " The Royal African
Company " engaged in the Afvican slive trade. The
president of this company was th= Duke of York who
had been granted the provinee of New York by the
King, Charles IT. S James was directly engaged in
the slave trade, Willlams' ' History of the Negro
Race ™ thus speaks of the change for the waorse which
followed 1

i Alost of the shaves in the provinece of New Vork, from the
time when they were fest introduced, down to (664 had
been the property of the West Indim Company,  Assuch
they had emall plots of land te work for their own benefit,
and were not withoot hope of emopncipation some day.  Bul
under the English covernmene the condition of the slave was
clearly defined Dy law and one of great hardships, "'

The English government professed to attempt to
mitigate the conditions of the negroes in hondage and
civilize and Christienize them, As ecarly as 1660 they
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