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'RODUCTORY NOTL.

Tue Commcereial Comveniion held in Dervoie, in 1865, was the firac occasion on
which e wemhanis of the nation sessenabled fogeiher, o ennsalt i ekrenes W
those rreat industrinl and o] qoestions b which they bose o ecimmon ptenesi.
Fhae Convemton was ealled in the hope sl belief, thar sl memiars comgasng it
forgrettinge bor thse moment the portealor sk of eoterprse with the prospety of
which ey wers as Tudividnala owe s pecially ddentiliad  amid laying aside alsn rem-
pararily, local eonsiiiorations sl prefercnecs, would cadeavor to aseertain what
wonld bl adsimeee e inlerests of the enantey st Tarss, o2 00 owas then sittalal, and
geive delinite expwesdon o the opimions which they wisht reach, for te informadon
o thuir tullow-citizens, and eapecially of fe repreeeneative of the penple charped
witl e oty of (i e gationnd Jegi=latoa. Tlee experimen( was in a peod
e swevestnl, The arromulanes: of delepuees wis laree; the disewssions wore
sugiained willi shiligy; germans sl valuable frmiziies wore eupplicd ; and bvad
aud eornprehensive vicws wove unfoldel of the resuwnees, e oopnlilite gl e
mecriles ol (e ol 1L was eneowaging 0 Jwar commendnl guetions
dileeod po thoronahily, npen their meerits, by wocn who Il o poaedeal koowledoe
ol wlhony they weee wlking ghonl, and entieedy agar ivom all polilieal and pariy
camsidirationa.

Tl Dhelpoit Comvention, of 1t prodoesd no otler wesnll, impressed hnainess men
with o new conviction of the Impertant Defbence whishy in e spheee npproprisie
tor its exercise, they might dagiimalely exert npon poblic sentiment, by wuity of
puvpt and of asetfon. The sclivily sad efiiciency ol the vavions Boanids of Tede
and Cluznber: of Comneeres, wpdouliodly wived fron ib o oew fopukse; bt i
fearl Beeamne appareat that aemerhing more thae the sgeney of these wssoetations, in
1hege mlividual aid fwlepemlent cajiseily, w3 neccssars 1o tha compleis atlatnment
of the desinod result. I was determidued shemdore, ot ooly to Tobl o seeund ponceal
Clonvention, hot alsn, fo use e oreasion o e crganization of o National Chogp-
ey of Comnere, by mesns of wihiels nelomoos of s iotimete sel o perossent
eharmeter mighit Te cetablislud between tie bodbes wlich would e ssseanbled i it

The duty of colling this Comvention wad develbood wpon the Toston: Doand of
Trude. A Conomitles, who for sgme tine Tnd the anljerl wnder wilvisenent,
reported favorably in reforenon w i1l asevnl of PRice 1H6T, and the Boanl
voted to adope their vecommendations, on the siveeenth of the sune monrth. A
Commitiey. of Aoweements wis edwsen, with Qe Hon, F. W, Lrscons, Jr., for
Chairman g amd the texe of the call oo b s, was sgresd apon, o fillews

Yo aee lwandy conlially and resgeoetfudly fnvited and requestod to appaing dido-
gaws, om the busis of one delegivee o every iy sembers, g Commersial Conven-
thore ropesenting all the Boards af Urade aned Clumbors of Comnense in the Unitod




vi INTRODLCTORY NOTE.

anprnvencit of gue :|1|J||'|||| |||||| petertor Tnennz of rrnrlsptmmuu..
ST adoprrion of am wdiorin svsten for he messnnenent OF grain.
FThe adjorrment of the envmey guestion inoa wunoer widich will reeomeile
eonflicting seetional views, while e sane time prosneting ihe welae of the
wivale conptry.
Tl pestorution of e frtian commerve o the eonnty fom s present prentiy
;Ii_“pl:d:ﬂ;ll‘ll cimdditinn.
# Tt enpantization of 1 Nativnad Boeed of 'Urade, o Chambar of Conmene.
Al meh other subbects, wot of o Joe] or politienl cliaracter, 42 may propoerly
s befies the {rareentm.”

The Comventicn met ad the ame appainesd. Ve imviesdon had been eoedislly
peeprned o, v by those asseeiations whe could net secept @, sed the niremvdanes
waa quite s full we eouhl baws Botn solicduoed, eonsidesing the roasom of the Fean
Tuurtesn Blades wors vopisented ) amid thivrysis sssociarfons, simatal fu tarty-twe
citier,  The mimfrr of delenates presont was . two Lwodmed s fivee-Nve.. 'Uhis
voilume contain g Gl recnnd o e procsedings, epored By Moo MW TErriamos,
& skilfnl Breawrrapler, and i pallided oodee gulhoniy of the Cmvendion. Ligon
(e ramer i weldel rhose proceedinges were carrded forwand, aol open thie grenceal
el vowclied, the memlers have sond reason t conpratniate themealbves, OF
comreg, it woudd haee been Imgnssible, within tha Hmirs of a toor day's seeson, o
exhananvely dismes alwtonet guestions of pelitka] vormomy, or b edtivelly g
nodegiving principles ) nor was ansthing of the Bind amemprol o was sought
rather to pave, i singde outlive, o praction] s sigoees(ive @lsnent of the s
sl peessing netcesdtivs of the oy in conmeetion with the coveenser, deaaion,
intemal anpoovemendts sl lecdpen eommmeeee. B wg balioved thalsoch oo e
presginn: of opiien, somimg from o representative body eonuritoeed s this was,
woald fe weleomed Ty Lusiness neen, a8 loviehing & eosannsdal palfrm on wlhich
ey enald seand and work fugetber; aod et it would poeve wselal o Congress, ws
indivatiog e visws of (hose who ate meet elosely iemiitiod with and decply com-
crnad the fudnzery gl eodeeprse of e i

The verions resolutions adopead, have boen printed topether e the forn of &
Memarial, and sent to Washington, in Babudl of jhe Convenlion. They have
maeeived] wilditsonal weght, sinee their passage, by the appravsl given th thim by
st i not ll the pespeinions @ wham shey bave been epovted by the delegntes
arul they have Teccived Tory gpemeral commaendasion St pross,

The followiig estimade of the Convention and its work, 15 extracted fvom the
repart o the elgmtes of the PRiladelphis Boanl of Troke:

* Weamay lere be povnitbod to sy o wond of the pereained of e Conventon as
it imprused us duving the sessions.

it eonsted of et ol weite nands whoe hei eome peofonlly inepresaal with
the magnitwde of the safjeets they wene to eonsidor, snd the protabie ininenen their
ilisvaasioms would Beve dn shopdog poldic opinies s Legi=lation .

ey had Drongle with them deep convietion of whae duwey deepol desingble for
their several sections, amd they defoniderd thesa convietions with wislom, nellizence
winl eloguence 3 aml Bt b ouite poobable that el theron gl of di=onssdon ||!|ﬂ. LT
endungod eompuarison of views and contlicting oplnions on many points, led o the




INTRODULTORY NOTE. vii

- miloption of reports nl wsolations, which, us nearly as was possible, broush thely
dheliberations to an harmodons and gereanil on which each saevifienl w part o
this goml of the preas whele.

T mueh o result (he hoddics that sent dheny will Jove great satisfaction ; and the
voiot which ey lave spoken, will, we thiuk, be aceopted to g0 large an oxtent by
tha prople, Mat it will have a saatary infleence in tending o setthe some ol the
vkt and dangerons tendencics of the fimes in a safe and henomblo wap."”

Tl tone of the disenssions was (hovoughly national,  The esseatin] harmony of”
all the gvval Lrmoelws uf industry, el with (he s, wag iy reeommived §oand the
feeling nusifested mutually, on the part of the represeutalives of the vavioas ecctions
of 1he comucry, wad hearly sod fmtormad,  Those present from some o the Soathen
aities, were sapeeinlly weleomed ; and it was only represned et Doy were o fow in
vnber, Leerers Jad been reccived fromm Rickroond, Wilninarow, (NC,,) Charlea
ton and New  Ohrlesns, oxpressing . entire svmplly with the oljoets proposed,
althnigh they wore ahable wosend delesates. A quotation from ene of these Teitere
will fllastrats the spivit of (hem gl The President of (e Xew Orleana Chamber
af Usrmgmerey, wints:

=T m fatvheied 'Ir'r the Chamber o pelpm ks 4o the Boand of Trade or s
peolife mvitation to us morend ddntes to epreseas oor Chiandser B o Coventivs,
and o e dhat whilst fally apprecintnge the inportamee of e subpoots to be eos-
gidevod, e comuditiom ol gur cotumereial communite st presont i osuch, and the
leaving Lome at the time mentionsd wosld Ie o inenn eenient. (o nar merchants,
st the Changdar will most, refcisatly be compelbal o Fomsy te advasbuges of
bring vepresmated 0 e oy ention,”

Huol tlese panflones: witnessed the manifalagion of Kinduess ann zood-will with
whisky, un the thind duy, a teselnton wos gl i nolereoes o the destitotion und
snlleringy exinting in tlae Sonchern Stanes 27 ey swersuled Tive Teen nrh inngiessed.
Lt wiss am carors) of the Union wlich is 4 e Sueh wcetings sre calenlated to do

mare perhinps than swyiing dse o Busten the day, of which sne of our New Eng-
Tand ot has sung, when

¥ Xorth wnil Benth, tomedier bromsht,
Ahall am the mmn eleirke thoaghi,

Tn geane & common fhge 2ol

A, gide by Zile in ko foen

Ard nnresentful wlier,

Haryush flae iz wherein ey Gaight,”

The Comvention teok importnat setion in deciding upon e formation of g
National Chamber of Convperes, This Chaonber promises o be fo the assocld
bodics, very mach what these ave o their indiviload constitnents ; and upon (I
conmiry wenerally its infloencs may be made most valasble,  Tewill tend o eorreet
herafnl miseppeelenspons, o wacilise oppasing sentiments, o modife seetiond
preferenes, to hormenice and adjust conflicting interests, anl to orate s public
sentiment whirh will denses] wellconsiiered, wolk-lnlanead aod aly national
Tuzislation vi all fndnetial questinna. 1ts sessions will Dave alvansages nver Con-
ventions gach as those of Detroit ond Boston, oy that they will be held of regnlae
ingervils, wml will probally be mom pl.ut.v.']:lm:,('l,th:'ml.uu of procedun: will b sercled,



