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TO THE MEDICAL READER.

To remove sll appearance of ambiguity, we consider it npcessary to
explain the twofeld charseter of this wolume. Tha publisher haviag
altered the tiile, the author has thought it necessary to juatify the change
by additlonn] matier, eonsisting of a general recapilulation of the subjoct,
mnd a bird"s aye view of the whole domaln of Lithotripsy.

The faw first introductory pages are adapted for the pencral resder, and
for thoae medical men who are not yet conversant with an invention which is
(precociomaly)} mature, but judging ouly by the pears of existence fhat it
numbera, ia still in its infatcy. The chronlely, and woconnt of the bene.
fits of Lithotripay, with its graphic sccompaniments—ss also the statistical
Mdu‘lﬁmﬂﬁnbﬁhhwmmm The re-

eraitkder of the vol na medi ‘nnalm;—it i more tigoroasly
practical and téchnical.

Ag, gpenerally, to distingmish which of twa" i# the most compatible
with duty, yeu must giongle out the most B, 20 commonly the best

moral eviterion of & man's labour and ohject, is the prescoce or abscuce of
intererted motives. So far we have ln our eonscicnce satisfied oursclven 3
but even when the feclinges ‘that setuate & wiiter have stood this most
trying of ull testa, in ylelding to their impulse he may do what is injadicions,
or violate that tacit compact, which exists betwixt nll the members of the
sume profession, oot to deseerate the sanctuary of ite study by throwing
open its penetralia to the gaze of every wayfarer. Sapposiog this volume
wera merely popular, popular essays bave boen writtea of late years by
men holding the highest offices in the highest sphere of the medieal profag.
sion. But we reject the anthority of example alone, as its sanetion might
be found for the worst proceedings. The propricty of adopting u popular
form of writlog must be determined by considering the nature of the sub.
Ject, und whether by tricking ont a serions topic to attract the eye of the
public, the author b not endeavoured to attract applavae by sserificing
ita scientiflc merits—and af the expense of brethren whe bear themselyes
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with more reserve and dignity. To prove that such an error has not been
commitied here, wo prefix a few preliminary observations,

The ressons for publinhing this Little velume are the following ; Grat
that there exisis o comprehensive English compendium on our snbject for
medical men; that Lithotripy, as & work of ingennity, sctting aside
ite bumane object, cannot fail to gratify the curiosity of all edesated
persons; and that it reading this sccount of it they may be induced ta
eontribute to a bighly interesting eleemosynary institution.

1n &ll conntries where ahigh degree of clvilization exista and the medical
art s duly cultiveted, this new inventlon has produced intense interesl. In
the heat of the contest aboot its morits, indiscrect advocetes hoth of
Lithototny and of Lithotripsy bave ¢arricd forth tho subject out of its appro-
priste seat of dlseussion — the halls of surgery where it ought to have
remafned. Jtls now placed partially before the public, particalarly that
portion of It, Interestad In it through their own sufferings, or those ofthair
relatlven or friendn: each individos]l being vieleatly prejndiced according
to the party with which be bas coms in contact, W2 ophold that beth
Lithotemy and Lithotripsy are highly beneficial to mankind; that they are
gloriona achievements of the art of surgery, and that the happlest effects
wonld resmlt from their harmonions co-existence ; because each possessing
the virtnes of which the other i deficient, the greatest possible perfection
would be foand within the eirele of their resourees. Such being the staie
of things, wo need seareely add that we deem it far from a derogatory
offica to endeavour to dispel the cloads with which prejodice bas enegm-
pamsed out sohject.

There is & forther cogent reascn, we jave ot as yet siated, for doing so.
Whilat those argners who rejvice in the syliabic denpmination of (Litho-)
tomlsts are hurling ansthemas agiiont those who glory in that of (Lithe )
triptists,and vica versd—one faith shubting the gatenof salvalion agninst the
followers of the other, with as fieree n bigotry s if they were two rival
seetn of Mahomedoriom —during this folmination of opinlou, we ssy, the
npmber of nervons patients who deapair of both erecds daily Increases,
They either approach these beneficial processes aller a long straggie,
with increase of their disegae and of their inunspicious terror—or carry with
them their malady to an early grave. We shall mention elsewhera how
many, and what ¢minent parsons have thus fallen o sacrifies to nifonnded
terror.,

Wewill not aegert that Lithotripey la perfect, and may not extend further its
tﬂnﬂphinm',uim-,hut“lmth‘lii haa far surpassed all reasonsble
expectation. Can wa say less, when, for example, at the moment we ara
writing, we have but just laft a case (not yader our own care) where an old
gentleman, a martyr to the stone and its froitless treatment for thirty years,
hes baen restored to health by Litholripsy when on the brink of the grave,
Ax to the professional opponents of the discovery to whieh this work ia
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dedisated, thelr arguments can only be resolved ioto this; that they seek
sbaolute perfection: and uotil it | attained they will not allow of tha
enjoyment of the greatest comparative benefits. They expected this super-
human perfection at the véry birth of the invention!-—need we add that they
demand 1t wow : they! whose very avocations prove that the mechanism of

the INvina Artifloer himself (by his doom}) is imperfect, and that, even in .

1he moral man, perfection Is anly to be songht after in the bope of becoming
lesa fauliy.






