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EDITORIAL NOTE

HE ochject of the editors of this series is a
definite one. They desire above all
things that, in their humble way, these books
shall be the ambassadors of pgood-will and
understanding between Fast and West, the old
world of Thought, and the new of Action. In
this endeavour, and in their own ‘sphere, they
are but followers of the highest example in the
land. They are confident that a deeper know-
ledge of the great ideals and lofty phi hy
of Oriental ht may help to a revival of
that true epirit of Charity which neither despises
nor fears the nations of another creed and
colour, Finally, in thanking press and public
for the very cordial reception given to the
“ Wisdom of the East " series, they wish to state
that no pains have beem mpared to secure the
best specialists for the treatment of the various
subjects at hand. "

L. CRANMER-BYNG.
8. A. EAPADIA,

& Hunooves Burmoiwos,
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—

INTRODUCTION

Tue following pages are designed to convey to
the English reader a familiar view of the men
who made Chinese history during the earlier ages
of the Yellow Empire.

As to the construction of the present work I
may say that although the body of it has been
extracted from the book known as the Historical
Classic {Shu King), much of the detail is due to
the Mirror of Chinese History. The Classio
compiled by Confucina from the records of the
Chow Dynasty containe only detached records
of the chief historical incidents in the reigns of
some seventeen rulers of the Middle Ki
{Chung Kwo),of which two, Yaou and Shun, belong
to the Patriarchal Dynasty, five to the Hia

&



