HISTORY OF PRINCETON,
WORCESTER COUNTY,
MASSACHUSETTS; CIVIL AND
ECCLESIASTICAL; FROM ITS FIRST
SETTLEMENT IN 1739, TO APRIL 1852



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649186556

History of Princeton, Worcester county, Massachusetts; civil and ecclesiastical; from its first
settlement in 1739, to April 1852 by Jeremiah Lyford Hanaford

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



JEREMIAH LYFORD HANAFORD

HISTORY OF PRINCETON,
WORCESTER COUNTY,
MASSACHUSETTS; CIVIL AND
ECCLESIASTICAL; FROM ITS FIRST
SETTLEMENT IN 1739, TO APRIL 1852

ﬁTrieste






HISTORY OF PRINCETON,

WORCESTER COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS;
CIVIL AND ECCLESIASTICAL;

Foow its Fivst Settlenent in 1739,
TO AFRIL 18582

EY

JEREMIAH LYFORD HANAFORD.

“ Those matters which possess & natural interest to a particolar neighbor-
hood, from association with familiar names and places, shoold be of interest
1o every one, who seeks, in the experience of the past, for that wisdom which
may he derived from a knnwledﬁe of what those who lived before ns have
done or suffered—wherein they bave erred and in what respecta they hiava

Judged rightly,®

WORCESTER:
C. BUCKINGHAM WEERB, PRINTER.
/ 1852.



PREFACE.

Iv the following pages the author has aimed to present a
brief, yet distinct statement, of the prominent events in the
history of the town of PrivceTox. Particular attention hae
been directed to the various trials, toils, and hardships of the
carly settlers,—{o the spirited resolulions and acts of the
citizens in the period of the revolution,—to the difficulties
that pregented themselves in the organization of our federal
pavernment, as far as they had to do with the acts of ths
people,—to the ccclesiastical history,—and to tracing the
progress of the town in its march of prosperity through the
period of years which have rolled onward since the first
gettlement, Throughout the composition, he has confined
himaelf almost exclusively to fucfs—having his eye upon the
original (documents—mwhich, so far as he is capable-of judging
himself, have been presented with entire impartiolity. "T'be
work was commenced and prosccuted with an ardent desire te
benefit and interest, not only the citizens of this town, but also
those of the adjoining towns, and of the State generally. Ttias
true that this is alocal histery ; yet the reminiscences of events
that have transpired in this vicinity, anecdotes of men who have
lived hege, the record of their manners and habits, all conatitute
a tributary stream to the general currentof our country’s histe-
ry. “All history should be, and American kistory in parficular
must be, the history of the people. Not an account of the pro-
ceedings of a courl, of the operations of & government only
but of what the people have been doing in villages, and com-
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munities, and families, Here things lie at the foundation of na-
tional character and sentiments, and consequently of national
events. We are carried by this means behind the scenes, or
rather inlo the scenes, of private history, and shown what are
really the gecret springs of public history.”

The volume we have thus drawn up, makes no pretensions
to attractiveness, olherwise than the nature of the subject, and
the facts exhibited, may be attractive.

Many thinge worthy to be perpeluated, hiave, no donbt, for the
want of information, been omitted ; securacy, however, has been
the constant aim of the avthor. Materials have been collected
from sources as varions as can be readily imagined by individ-
uals who have not attempted a similar work,—the moat of which
it will not be thought necessary to specify particularly. The
Town Books, Church and Boclety Records, and varioss Pabli-
cations, were of course, carefully examined. Many of the
facts here presented, were oblained from a History of Princeton,
written some years gince by Charles Theodore Ruossell, Esq., Lo
whom we would here publicly acknowledge our indebtedness.
We are alao particnlarly indebted fo several of the aged peo-
ple whom we have consulted.

That this, onr effort has many imperfections, and some slizht
inaccuracies, is extremely probable ; yet we dismiss it, to those
for whom it was compiled, with the hope that it may prove to
be interesting and profitable to them. Tue Avtiion,

Princeton, April 1,1852,
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