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" The utmost care shonld be taken, especially
in & declining and dead state of the church, or
when corruptions of doctrine are rife, or funda-
mental controversies on the sseraments agitated,
and when there is an imminent danger of the
abuse of sacramental expressions, to use with
maore Eﬂ-ﬂ.ﬁﬂu t]'.'l.ﬂ ECCLESIARTICAL AND WIDER
MEANING in our popular addresses, and to dwell
more on their BIMPLE AND ABSTRACT, AND
DIRECTLY SPIRITUAL AND SAYVING IMPORT."—
Bishap of Calewtta's Exposition of the Colossians,






INTRODUCTION.

“ BaerEren, give diligence to make your ealling
and election sure.” Buch sre the emphatic
words addressed by the apostle Peter to the
church, We learn from thew three great truths,

Firat, THAT ASSUBAKGE OF BALVATION I8
ATTAINABLE IN THIS LIZE ; otherwise the exhort-
ation would be nseless, .

Becondly, TuAT ABFURANCE OF SALVATION I8
IMPORTANT ; otherwise the exhortation would not
be given at all.

Apd thirdly, TEAY RELIEVERN MATY ATTAIN
ASSUBANCE OF BALVATION BY DILIGENCE, The
command to * glve dilizence," Implies the certainty
of attaining it upon diligence being given.

And yet, how few professing Christians have
given any diligence at sll to ettain this assur-
ance!| How painfully just is the remark of am
old divine, who says, * Go through o congrega-



2 INTRODUCTION.

tion of a thonssnd men, and how few of them
shall you meet with, that ever bestowed one hour
in oll their lives in & close examination of their
title to heaven." Matters which relata to this
life are subjected fo the closest investigation.
Men repose their confidence upon satisfactory
evidence only. But in the weightieat of all mat-
ters——those which relate to the next life, they are
found to despise, or at least to neglect, snch investi-
gation snd evidence! If the individualinguiry were
made, * In what state is thy soul ?  Is it regene-
rated, and sanctified, and justiBed, or not? Isit
in & state of lifs, o in a stmie of denth 7" their
raply, in numberless instances, would correapond
with the infidel anewer of Crin, when God asked
him for his brother Abel. They would be ready
to say, I know not; am 1 my soul's keeper ?
I hope well, I trust God with it. 1 thank God
the subject never greatly troubled me, I never
made any doubt of my salvation.” It is a fear-
ful thing that men should thus suffer themeelves
to be ruined by the great deceiver of souls.
What would they think of the mariner if he
were to xct like them? What would they think
of him if he were to weigh his anchor, spread his
sails, and venture smong hidden rocks and treach-




LNTRODUICTION. 3

erous quickeands, and thew sy, "1 knew-got
whither the winds are oatrying me, I give no heed
to the buoys or headlands, I hope well, I trust
God with my vesssl1” Or, what would they
think of the traveller, if he were to hold on in his
way, not knowing whether he were right or wrong,
and say, “I hope I am right; I will not doubi
of it! I have naver takén the trouble to compare
my route with the map of the country: but [
will go om, and trust God

Reader, we sre all on & joutney of momentons
importance. We are travelllng at an Irresist-
ible speed in a path which leads us to an
eternity of ineffable joy, or to an eternity of
unutterable woe, We are st thiz moment on our
wey, hurrying onwards, Flave you compared
your route with the infallible obart of God's
word ! Have you discovered satisfactory evi-
dence that you are in the right road § Have you,
in obadience to the apostle's exhortation, * o1ven
pitiGENcE to wake your calling and eleetion
suns "

It is an overwhelming thought to those whe
“watch for souls' that so few professing Chris-
tisns are in earnest sbout securing salvation.
God only ean read men's thoughts, wnd examine
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