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My Desr Goonwme—

I would not take the liberty of dedicating so alight & per-
formance wa this {0 you, were 1 not asenred that the friend-
ghip which has 8o long existed between us, will lesd you to
look upon tta defegts with an eye ol kindoess. Nor shonld I
have ventured upon the offering, were not the subject T hava
chosen intimately nesocisted with the remembrance of thoss
happy and profitable houre which we have spant tegether in
the most interenting of all historical stodies.

In connecting the development of my simple namative with
pome of thoss tragical events which have made the reign of
Nerp a proverh among meén, I have endeavored to give a
fuithful and condenszd view of the history and epirit of the
time, avoidiog those minete details, which the pen of one of
the mont profound historians of antigeity has preserved. My
durign would not pormit me to avoid altogether the disgusting
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atrocities of the age : bot upon these Thave touched aa lightly
a8 possible, choosiog rather to sacrifice pomewhat of the in-
tereat which might otherwive have been thrown around the
parrative, than to vally ray page with impurity,

Although the course of the story 1a atrietly connected with
historical events, I have availed myaell of the lberty allowed
to writere of Hetion, to deviate aotnewhat frem stried chrono-
logical arder. In the chameters chosen from hi-dory, T have
endeavored to presecve and develope those ttaits for which
they were distinguished. In Fulins Metclies you will pechaps
recoguize some resemblance to Lateranas, although it was
necesanry 1o my purposs to deviate widely frem the aetual
higtory of the lutter. With the chasseter of Flavine the tri-
bune, I have aluo taken consideruble—alibongh I beliewe not
an onjuatifiable, liberty, In Epicheris, whose singular enthu-
ginm, firmness, and contempt of gullecing, under erenmstances
which caused the stoutest hearts to trenible, huve been honor-
‘gbly mentioned by Tacitua, [ have endeavored to represent
one, to whose mind the truth had addressed stself wath
power, but whobe heart, threngh eellrelinnce and ambitions
z¢al, remained wasubdued by the spiet of Chrglian love and
gentleness. Heliglona fanaticism, the element of andent and
impatient epicite, which are exer prone to imegine thet their
own cherished enterprizes, however rasl or unholy, are sane-
tioned by heaven, is not ineonalatent with character and con-
duct, which Tacitos soknowledges io have been extracrdinary
and even nohle.

T may, perhaps, be wecused of pekigning too prominent a
pokition to Christianily in the times embraced within the pe-
fiod of this narmtive, That thie (s ot the cnse, 18 clear, I
think, from the circumatances connected with the persecation
which arose immediately alter the barning of Rome, to which



I have alluded in another plage. The records of the New
Teetament will serve to convinee wa that some of the first
trinmpha of the Cross were gained among the Romon sol
diery, and there iz everything to fuvor the instromentality by
which the knowledge of the truth is represented te have
been broaght to the mind of the deughter of the patrician,
Metellns.

Altheugh the development of the conspiracy of Pivo is in-
timately connected with the counse of the narmative, my da-
gign haa not led me 4o dwell et langth upon the catpsirophe
of that plot. The fact thet the Christiane, us such, were ot
implicated in it, will be a sufficient explanation of this omis-
Eion,

in the death of Burthuos, and the eppeamoce of Veshasian,
a8 a centurion of the Prtorian goards, you will recognize
eonsiderable departure from the srnet historical order of
evenls, the renson of which will be evident,

The extract which 1 have ventured to introduce, ol the con-
clusion of the introductory chepter, from the recent work of
Br. Milman, while it exhibits, with great clearness and elo-
quence, what I believe to have been the religious aspect of
the age, may seem to some readers o dwell too much upon
the sgency of second couser in preparing the Roman world
for the reception of Christinnity, while it does not snffciently
recognize the immediate agency of the Spint of God in ecat-
tering the miats of defusion and subduing the proud mind of
man to the *truth o it s in Jesua™ To those, however,
whao, like you, are familiar with thet veluable work as &
whaole, i will present itself in & different light, although we
may be |ed to wish that the acthor bad becn more decided
onthese vital pointa.

Bat I fear thot 1 am gruwin.u:. tedions ; and s the poblic is
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wont to judge of 2 hook, not by the design which existed in
the mind of the author, but by the mannerin which that de-
sign 18 executed, further explamation i3 uonecessary, and
might be presumptoona. With & geveral ackoowledgement,
therefore, of the rebnesm of which [have been guilty in com-
mithing to the press se hoety o performanee, T tmst, my dear
Goodwin, that my critice, if I deserve any, will bring to it
something of the same kind and excoaing spirit with which
youwill reesive it.  While with the many {riendato whem you
are endeared, Tlament the protracted indisposition which calls
you for w peason from our mider, Tam hoppy i the hepe that

these idle pages may britg to your heart, while sojourning on

those distant and beautifol shoree where the seene of the nar-
rutive is luid, rome faint remembrances of your home.

Ever, your friend,
' ¥ Tae .ﬂ.l:*:'m:nlTr
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PREFACE T0 THE BECOND EDITION.

Tue rapid sale of the first edition of this worl,
together with the very peneral approbation it has
woun from the press, secular as well as religious,
furnishes the best encouragement to the author in
the prosecution of a long-cherished design;—that
of illustrating the history and agpect of Christianity
during several of the early persecutions, until the
Jast and fiercest struggle of paganism in the reign
of Dioclesian. The present work was merely an
experiment, too hastily made ; but which, from
the intlrinsic interest of the suhject, has succeeded
far beyond his hopes. Conacious, as he is, that it
falls very far short of what it ought to have been,
the flattering reception which, notwithstanding all
ite faunlts, it has received, is sufficient Lo inspire
him with the hope, that he may yet produce
gomething in this way less unworthy of the atten-
tion of the public. He feels that he has entered



