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PREFACE

TeE text of this edition of Bacon’s Essays is based on
that of Spedding, carefully eollated with Arber's, and con-
stantly compared with the texts of Wright and Reynolda.
The spelling and capitalization have been more thoroughly
modernized than in most other fexts, though some familiar
archaie epellings have been kept; and the punctustion has
been somewhat simplitied. o the majority of instances I
have retained Spedding’s virils franelations of the quotationa
from foreign lanpuages, In writiog on the vexed question
of Bacon's character, T have been much indebted, ae every
careful student of Bacon will alwayes he, to the epoch-
making researches of Hpedding, who, while uneonsciously
minimizing, perhaps, the significance of some unpleasant
facts, has given us on the whole the justest narrative of
Bagon's lifs that we have. In the notes, while assuming
that the student will have access to a good unabridged die-
fionary, I have neverthelesa kept in mind the fact that for
many large classes there are not reference hooks encugh to
go around, and hence students must rely largely upon the
notes for explanations of all kinds of difficulties. My con-
etant indebfednese to the commentators mentioned above,
a8 well as fo Dr, Abbott, will be evident, and I acknowledge
it with gratitude, I must also record my obligation to my
colleague, Professor William Strunk, Jr., for the use of
notes generously proffered, and to the avthorities of the
Harverd University Library for the loan of Hellaod’s Flu-
tarch,
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