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PREFACE.

Taoven the particulars connected with the Gun-
powder Tresson may be perused in the general
historiea of the period, yet I am not aware, that any
modern narrative of that dark design is to be found
in & separate form. Many brief aketches have, indeed,
been published in various modern works: bot no full
and eomplete history of the Treason has ever been set
forth, Incompiling the present volume, I have col-
lected, from various quarters, all the information which
I could discover on the subject. It will be found to
be the moet complete narrative of the Treason ever
published in & detachéd form: at the same time it is
sufficiently eoncise not to weary the patience of the
reader.

As to the seasonableness of such a publication,
there can be but one opinion among Churchmen.
The aspect of the times, the rapid advances of
Romanism, the appointment of certain Basman Calne-
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lies to high and important offices in the State, snd the
countenance given to Popery in high places, are cir-
cumstances which naturally direct the attention of all
reflecting persons to the prineiples of that Church,
which has recently appeared to gain fresh strength in
this country. The question must force itself upon the
notice of every true Protestant. The Church of
England is assailed on every smde, simply because she
is the strongest bulwark ever erected against the
encroachments of Popery: and history provee that,
from the period of the Reformation, our own Church
has been unceasingly attacked, in some way or other,
by the advecates of Romanism. It is, therefore, very
desirable that we should consult the past history of
our country, in order that we may discover how the
- sctive emissaries of Rome have always acted. The
Gunpowder Treseon is one of the darkest tragedies in
our domestic history : and the present work containe a
faithful narrative of that detestable eomspiracy. 1
have endeavoured also to exhibit the principles on
which the conspirators acted : and I have proved that
these principles are still retained by the Church of
Rome.

In order to furnish the reader with a full view of
the working of Popish principles, I have given a



FREFACE. Y

gketch of all the Papal attempts against Queen
Elizabeth.

In the last chapter I have inserted the Act of
Parlisment for the Observance of the Fifth of Novem-
ber. 1 have printed the Act, becanse there are many
clergymen who have never seen it, and who are not
acquainted with the few works in which it ie to be
found. The clergy are commanded to read this Act
every year, on the Fifth of November: and as it is
not easily to be procured, or, at all events, is not
attainable in & separate form, I cannot but conceive
that I am performing an aeceptable service, in thus
placing it before the publie. It is my earnest hape
that the publication of this little volume may be the
means of bringing some of my elerical brethren to a
better observance of the day.

I have also noticed the variations which the Serviee
for the Fifth of November has undergone, since its
first publication in 1606, to its final revision in 168%.

It is true that every one knows something of the
history of the Gunpowder Treason : but it is also true,
that very few are acquainted with these principles
which gave it birth. We see, in this treason, to what
lengths the principles of the Church of Rome have led
their votaries : and who can assert that she is, in any
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respect, changed! The Romanist denies that the
prineiples of his Church are changed : nay, he must
do so, or renounce the doctrine of infallibility, which is
incompatible with change: why, then, should Protest-
anta volunteer assertions, respecting the altered cha-
racter of Popery, when the Papists themselves deny
the fact altogether?! I may venture to assert that the
individual who advances such a statement,, i= ignorant
of the real principles of the Church of Rome.

Bata,
Oaober, 1839,
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