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PREFACE.

Tuege is nothing more delighiful, to the refined and
enlightened Christian mind, than the sweet strains of
Poetry, when consecrated to Religion; when it
breathes forth, in the mild and mingled melody of
its own beautiful and peculiar language, the feelings
and the sentiments—the joys and the sorrows of the
heart, and the rich and divine consclations of the
Gospel. Tt seems, indeed, when thus employed,
divinely suited to the character of that religion
which binds up the broken heart, pours the balm of
consolation into the wounded spirity and cheers and
brightens the varied scenes of human life,

The Poetry produced by the scenea of nature, and
the incidents and events of lifs, in connection with
the experience of piety in the soul, though simple in
its form and exelosive in its character, still appears
to possess, from its vary nature, a sweet and power-
ful influence over the feelings and affections of the
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heart, pervaded by sentiments, or touched with sor-
rows similar to those which it delineates. The ten- -
dency of such a species of Bacred Poetry is un-
doubtedly to strangthen the spiritual life of the Chris-
tian, and to excite & spirit of devotion in the soul.
It is with these impressions that the following Poems,
composed principally upon incidental occasions of
the nature alluded to, have been allowed to assume
their prasent form.



