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PREFATORY NOTE.

—_—— et — -

The Bditors of the Nerth dAmerican Review woald, onder the eircuostances, T have no reason
to doubt, have opened its eolumng to s reply to the srticle that has led to the preparation of
the following statement,  But its length has forbidden my sking snel & favor,

ATl intercsted in the depnrtment of Ameriean iitersture to which the Hieroacan Macamise
belongs, must appreciate the ability with which it is condueted, and the lalorious and indefit-
igable zesl of its Editor, in collecting and placing on its pages, 1 eyond the reach of obliv-
fon and loss, the sesttered and perishing materials neecesary fo the elueidation of historiea
and biographiesl topies, whether relating to particnlar localifies or the country af large; and
it was as gratifving as unexpeeted o receive the proffer, withont lmitation, of the use of that
publication for this oceasion,

The spirited diccngsion, by earnest seholare, of specin) gnestions, althongh oceagionally agsum-
ing the aspect of controversy, will he not only folerated hut welecomed by liberal minds, Let
chrmpions arise, in all sections of the Republic, to defend their respective rightfnl elaima to
ghare in 8 common glorions inheritance ancl to inseribe their severs] records in our Annals,
Feeling #he deepest interest in the Historieal, Antignarisn, and Genealogieal Boeieties of Massa-
chmsette, and ¥ielding to none in keen sensihility to all that coneerns the ancient honors of the
O Bay State and New Bogland, generally, T rejeice to witness the spirit of a commemorative
agge kindling the pnidie mind, evers where in the Middle, Western and Southern ftafes.

The tourt gy extended tome j2 cvidenee that while, by a jeslous serotine end. sometimes, per-
taps, & sharp conflict. we ave reciprocally impesing ehecks upen looee exapgerations and over-
weening pretensions, o comprehensive good foeling predominates over all; trath in its purity is
gotting eliminated ; and characters and oecurrences, in all parts of the country, brought under
the cleay Tight of jostice,

The aid T have received, in the following disenssion, from the publications and depoaitorics of
historienl asseciations and the contributions of individuals, like Mr, Goodell, Doctor Moore, and
others, engoged fn procuring from the mother country and preserviog all originsl fracts and
documents, whenever found, helonging to our Colonial period, demonstrate the importance of
such efforts, whether of Bovieties or single persona.  In thiz way, our history will stand on a eolid
foundation, and have the liveamenis of complete and exact truth.

Motwithstanding the distance from fhe place of peinting, owing to the faithful and intelligent
oversight of the superintendent of the press and the vigllant earcof the compositors, but few
errors, [ trust, will be found, heyond what sre merely literal, and every render will unconseious-
Iy, or readily, eorrect for himeself. C.W.T.

Sarey, MassacaUsETTS,
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