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O xe of the most benevolent philosophers and statesmen
of this or any other age, Doctor Benjamia Franklin,
whose life was filled up with usefulness to mankind,
informe us, ** that he owed all the good he ever did to
his country or mankind, to a small baok he accidentally
met with, entitled, * Fasaya to do Good.” This, (he
says,) he learned with care and attention, laid up the
‘ gentiments’ in his memory, aod resolved from that
time, which was in his early youth, that he wonld make
ing good the great and business of his life.”
Editor of the r at Home, actuated
by a motive—doubtless not so exalted and comprehen-
sive a5 the renowned and philanthropic Franklin, yet
not less sincere and hopeful, compiled this * small
book,” with a view ofinducing snch among the unin-
structed youth and adults of his native country to
pursue the same course ; namely, to learn the contents
with care and attention: and further, when they shall
have so done, and successfully digested them, to en-
deavour to praise (God in the highest for so *“amall,”
but usefol a gift; which, by the help of their Maker,
may prove a blessing : and above all things, thay * the
%:{nu of light" may be further opened unto them.
aving thus expressed himself, the Editor proceeds to
introduce some educational and instructive matter,
Several very just observations were made the other
day by Dr. Lardner, at the dinner given to him by the
Leicester people. ¢ There never was a time (he said)
at which it appears to be more imcumbent on persons,
who possesa what is called a stake in the country, to
promote the instruction and enlightenment of the in-
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dustricus classes, than the present. The course which
public events have of late years taken, and that which
I think all political parties must admit they are likely to
follow for some time to come, is such as will probabl
gwf. increased political privilege and power to the mid-
dle’and to the mdustrious orders.  If; then, this power
and this privilege be about to fall 'into their hands,
ought we not to gqualify them for its exercise by im-
proving their understanding on these subjects, and in-
forming their minds ?'* D, Lardner read an interest-
ing ]:W from a letter which had been written to
him by Baron Dupin—with reference to the conduet of
the working classes of France at the revolulion of 1830,
and the caunses to which alone such conduct was attri-
butable. *[tis now aixtecn years (writes M. Dupin)
since & njra-tﬂn of popularinstruction on an extensive
scale was proposed in France. ARer a conmderable
timeg, by t e m?mm"hiﬂ- perseverance of its promoters,
the numercus obstecles which were m to it were
Overcome, and it was at length establi upon a scale
commensurate with its importance. The sound and
practical ¢ducation of the industrious orders was con-
pected with a careful system of imstruction in the
Q;iuuiplm of domestic, moral, and religions duties.
orks upon the sciences applied to the arts, apon the
. principles of commerce, upon political economy, and
other suhzecn were prepared and written in a zimpie
and a?ﬂefurthumafﬂmpmple and -
mst:tutu:ma witous instruction of all
classes, but more especially for those engaged in the
arty and manufaciures, were established m above 130
of the chief places throughout France. When the re-
volution of 1830 occurred, it found the working
clusses animated with & moral spirit, a love of social
order, and a respect for mﬂlzhta, the absence of all
which eminently characterised the great revolution
which closed the last century. It was evident that the
l:im.- which had been bestowed to enlighten the minds
E ople bad not been without its influence. It
ed their manners and elevated their souls,
imd enabled them to conduct the great change of 1830
in a manuer to excite the admiration of Europe,” This
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letter was received with very great applause, and Dr.
Lardner, in conclusion, adverted to the necessity of
such measures of public and political instruction ema-
nating from the state :—* It is too moch to expect
from the mass of the working classes that they should
appropriate a portion of their earnings, which are fre-
quently small and sometimes scarcely adequate to phy-
sical enpport, to mere intellectual improvement. o
instruction of those orders of society, who, from their
position and circumstances, canoot be reasgnably ex-
to provide instruction for themselves, should be
the business of the state; and I trust, in the spirit of
public improvement which has evidently been recently
roused, that a consummation so desirable ecannot be
remote. Much, however, must depend upon the exer-
tions of the industrions grders themsclves—satill more,
perhaps, on the exertions, on the interest, and the sym.
pathies of that class of society which iz immediately
above them— | mean the middle class.” —Ezaminer,
OssecTs o EpvcaTiorN.—It seems to me that we are
guilty of great inconsistency as to the ends and objects
of “ education.” How indj;:stﬁﬂuﬂ]r have not its most
able and zeplous champions been continually instilling
into the mind, that education is the way to advance-
ment ; that “ knowledge is power ;" that a man cannot
“ better himself" without some learning ! And then we
complain, or we fear, that education will get them
above their station, disgust them with labour, make
them ambitions, envious, dissatisfied ! We must reap as
we sow: we set before their objects the most
tempting to the desires of nnl:.;{:isvate men, we urge
them on to the acquirement of knowledge by holding
out the hope that knowledge will enable them to grasp
these objects:—if their minds are corrupted by the
nature of the aim, and imbittered by the faillure which
must be the Iot of the mass, who & to blame? If, in-
stead of nurturing expectations which cannot be ful-
filled, and turning the mind on a track which must
lead to a sense of continual disappointment, and thence
of wrong ; we were to hold out to our humbler friends
the appropriate and attainable, nay, unfailing, ends of
a good education ;—the gentle and kindly sympathies;
ad
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the sense of self-respect and of the respect of fellow-
men ; the free exercise of the intellectual faculties; the
gratification of a curiosity that “grows by what it feeds
om,” and yet finds food for ever; the r of regu-
lating the habits and the business of Iiilt, 80 65 to ex-
tract the greatest possible portion of comfort out of
small means; the refining and tranquillizing enjoyment
of the beautiful in nature and art, and the kindred
perception of the beauty and nobility of virtue; the
wsirengthening consciousness of duty tulfilled ; and, to
crown all, “*she peace which passeth all underatand-
g :"—if we directed their aspirations this way, it is

robable that we should not have to complam of being
Eisﬂppﬂinwﬂ, nor they of being deceived. Who can
say that wealth can purchase better things than-these ?
and who ean say that they are not within the reach of
every man of sound boedy and mind, who, by labour
not wctive of either, can procure for himself and
his family, food, clothing, and habitation 7" —Mrs.
Aughin.

Bepoor SLaveay.—* Assuredly learning is a thing
of almoat inestimable value ; but stii I donbt it may be
bought too dearly. Why should the season of child-
hoid, which and nature hath ordained to be a
period of freedom from cares apd toils, be converted
ity one of labour and anxiety for the sake of a little
* premature knowledge,' which the early and tender
intelleet is unable to comprehend, or the comprehen-
sion of which requires an effort of the mind which stints
its growth for ever afterward. Kuvowledge should onl
keep pace with the natural growth of the human facul-
ties. If it comes to exceed the power of the mind, and
to be too great for the grasp of our reason and judgment,
the over-burdemed intellect becomes but an *ass,’
laden with treasures of no use to the bearet, and only
calculated to oppress the wholesome vigour and vivacity
of nature. 'When I see a little urchin who ought to be
enjoying nature's holiday, and strengthening his con-
stitution by wholesome exercise to bear the vicissitudes
of the world in after times, kidna and sent to
school, te sit on & bench for four or five hours together,
employed in learning by rote what he is unable 10 com-
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prehend, 1 capoot help comtem &:tmg him as a slave,

and the victim of the vanity of the parent and the full'_lp

of the teacher. Such a system is oaly calculsted to

lay a foundation for dizease and decrepitude, to sting

the physical and intellectual growth, and to produce a

gmm old age of body and mind."—Dutchman's
e.

Tae8truvoy oF Lavevaces ¥or Userur ™o THE Pook
Maw.—* To the poor man the study of languages is
nseless—he i educated not to write, but 4o work ; not,
however, to work like the wheels of a steam-engice,
but like & man who has will, mtellect—like a man who
belongs to humanity, and knows and fﬂ&h the place he
holds there. His soul alive to beauty, his mind a
bemre—huumufmbt&ﬁnghu hlheﬂthl filled with the
good and great deeds of olden time, his memory stored
with choice facts, aud his judgment strengthened by a
knowledge of the history of mankind, and & semse of
the necessitien of politieal lila,—our pupil labours, as
he has ever done, cheerfully. His simple weal sutisties
him, his children's education is his evening care, social
converse, the public gardens and public buildi or
the mare retired country walk, adorn his holidey
hours; he has learned to enjoy everything, and to be
disgpusted with mtliing, Now what can the stody of
nguages teach him? They are veeful to the hi
torian, the grammarian, the philosopber ; they must be
taught, therefore, but learned only the wealthy—
the men who represent the literature of the country,”—
Outtine of a System of National Education.

Max.—-Man is 2 god-like being. * We launch our-
selves, in conceit, mto illmitable , and take up
our rest beyond the fixed stars. e proceed without
impediment from ﬂwnﬁ to country, and from centary
to century, through ages of the past, and
through dwvmcmaunln{ tlm ln:mgmu.bk futare, We
Lﬂummﬂw bounds of time and space; nor would the

t be lesa forile that imagioes to imprison the
mmd within the limits of the bocfy, than the attempt of
the booby clown who is said within a thick hedge to
htmphuedm-huunthaﬂlgh.t of anengle. * *

. Man is a creature of mingled sub-
stance. 1 am many times a-day compelled to acknow-
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led%e what a low, mean, contemptible being 1 am.
Philip of Macedon had no nesd to give it in charge
to a page to repair to him every morning, and repeat,
*¢ Remerber, sire, you are a man.” A variety of cir-
stances occur to us, while we eat, apd dnnk, and sub-
mit to the humilinting necessities of nature, that may
well inculcate into us this salutacy lesson, The won-
der rather is, that man, who has so many things to
put him in mind to be humbled and despise himself,
should ever have been snsceptible of pride and disdain,
Nebuchadvezzar must indeed have been the most be-
sotted of mortals, if it were necessary that he should
be driven from among men, and made to eat grass like
an ox, to convinee him thet he was not the equal of the
power that made him. Bur, fortunately, man is a
“ atranger at home.” Were it not for this, how in-
COm: ible would be
i The ceremnony that to great ones 'longs,

How ludicrous would be the long procession, and the
caparisoned horse, the gilded chariot and the flowing
train, the colours fiying, the drums beating, and the
sound of trumpets rending the air, which after all only
introduce 10 us an ordinary man, no otherwise, perhaps,
distingnished from the vilest ofthe ragged spectators than
by the accident of his birth! But what iz of more im-
portance in the temporary oblivion we are enabled to
throw over the refosze of the body, it is thos we arrive
at the majesty of man. That sublimity of conception
which renders the poet and the man n¥ great literary
and orizinal endowments °‘in apprehension like a
God,” we could pot have, if we were not privileged
occasionally to cast away the slough and exuvie of the
body from encumbering and dishonouring us, even as
Ulysses over his threshold, stripped of the rags
that had obscured him, while Minerva enlarged his
frame, and gave loftiness to his stature,added a youth-
ful beauty and to his motions, and caused his

to flash with more than mortal fire. With what
digdain, when 1 have been wrapt in the loftiest moods
of mind, do I look down upon my limbs, the house of
clay that contains me, the gross flesh and blood of



