STUDIES IN
POLITICAL AND
SOCIAL ETHICS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649388554

Studies in political and social ethics by David G. Ritchie

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



DAYVID G. RITCHIE

STUDIES IN
POLITICAL AND
SOCIAL ETHICS

ﬁTrieste






EEBB&E

STUDIES IN POLITICAL

AND

SOCIAL ETHICS

uy

DAVID G*RITCHIE, MA, LLD.

Prgframar of Logd aad Mefaplypsice fn the Darversdly of S0 Andrenrs
Late Fellow and Tutar of Tesus Collepe, Oxford
Awnbhhor of " Natural Rights," ele.

LONDON
SWAN SONNENSCHEIN & CO.,, LIMITED
NEW YORK: THE MACMILLAN CO.
1902



FRINTER BY
MAZELL, WATSOHN, AND WINEY, LI,
LONDON AND AYLESBURY,



PREFACE.

HAVE to thank the editors of The Inter-
national fournal of Etlics and The Contemporary
Review, the Committee of the Co-operative Whole-
sale Society and the Committee of South Place
Ethical Society, Finsbury, for their kindness in
sanctioning the re-publication of articles and lectures
which they first put in print. These are here
reproduced with a few verbal alterations and some
slight modifications of statement. But, on the whole,
they have been left in their original form. As
will be seen, the papers here collected together
were written at considerable intervals of time and
adapted to different hearers or readers; and the
same subject is often approached from various
starting-points, What is said in one paper must
be taken as qualifying or supplementing what is
said in another,
Any one trained in philosophical studies who
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may look into this volume may, perhaps, have to
be reminded that these essays and addresses, from
the circumstances of their origin or first publication,
are “exoteric discourses.” It seems to me possible
and profitable to discuss practical questions of
political and social ethics on the basis of what
may be called evolutionary utilitarianism, without
raising, or at least without discussing, metaphysical
questions, provided that one may take for granted
that faith in the value and meaning of human society
and human history which is implied in all serious
political and social effort. 1 hold, indeed, that a
thoroughly scientific treatment of ethics is impossible
without a philosophical basis ; and that this faith, of
which | have spoken, in the ultimate rationality
of the world can only find a theoretical justifica-
tion in a metaphysic or, in the Aristotelian phrase,
in a theology.



CONTENTS.

FAGES

SOCIAL EVOLUTION, . . ' . I=24

The Relation of Sociology to Biclogy, 1-3. The
Theory of Natural Selection applied to Human
Society, 4-13. Criticism of Mr. Benjamin Kidd's
Application of the Theory to explain the Influence
of Religion vpon Society, 14-22. Race and
Nation distinguished, 22-26. Bearing of the
Theory of Natural Selection upon the Question
of Socialism, 26~-29.

IT,

EQUALITY . . . . e o . 30-42

The Dogma of Equality, 3o ; How far contra-
dicted by Science, 31-33. Equality or Ineguality
on Utilitarian Principles, 34-36. Mischisf of
Appeals to Abstract Justice, 37, 38, Equality as
Part of a Socinl Ideal, 38, 39. Useful and
Harmful Inequalities, 4o-42.

¥



vi CONTENTS,

I1L.

FAGES

LAW AND LIBERTY: THE OQUESTION OF
STATE INTERFERENCE : ! . 43-6%

{I} The Prejudice against Government, 43-47.
Mr. Herbert Spencer’s Iistrust of the State, 48,
40. The State and Voluntary Associations, 4g—
53 State Action does not necessarly imply
Extreme Centralization, 53, 54. The Rights of
Minorities, g4, 55.

{I1} “Interference™ not always antagonistic
to Individual Liberty, 55-58. The Principle of
“Equal Liberty,” g8-61. “An Equal Start,”
61, 62. Utilitarian Tests applied (1) to Com-
pulsory Education 63, 64; (2) to a Censorship
of the Press, 64, 65.

IV,
CIVIC DUTIES AND FARTY POLITIC: . . 55—1{}?

Political Duties distinguished from other Duties
of the Good Citizen, 66-6g9. Grounds on which
Political Dohes are neglected, 6g-72. What the
State can, and what it cannot, do, 72-77. Evilg
of Party Politics, 78, Use of lParties, 709, So.
Party Government in Great Britain, 8:-84.
Parties in tne States of Continental Europe, 84~
87; in the United States of America, 87, &8



CONTENTS. vil

Fadis
The Responsibility of the Elector, 89. Compul- ’
sory Voting, go. Advantages and Disadvantages
of Party Gowvernment, gr, g2, Possihle Dreak-
down of Party Govermiment, g9z, g3. The
“ Mugwump,” 94, 95. The Referendum, g3-g8.
Local Politics, ag, oo, Public Opinion, 1o0-102.
The Study of Politics, roz-107.

H‘rll
1702 —YEAR L. . ; . . L . 108-133

Commemorations, National and Religious, 108-
112, *“The Bible of History,” 113, 114. The
French Revolution, vig4-r16. Hopes and Ths-
appointments, t16-r2e. “The Tdeas of '8g,”
how far sueeessful, T121-126. The New and the
Old, 126-129. The Judgment of [listory, 130,
131. Failh in Huroanity, 132, 133.

VL
WAR AND PEACE. . ! : : . 134176

External Politics inevitable, 134, 135. The
Quaker View of War, 136-138, Does the New
Testament condemn War? 130, 140, Augustine



