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4 Wa bowe oftendsd, Ob ! my countrymen !
Wy have afftdeld valy grievobaly,
And been most tyronoogs.  From emst 1o west
A gran of accnsntion plorces Heaven !

The wretched plead ammingt s ; wolttudes,
Couatless and vebemmant, The son of God,
Our Iwethen b

Coczmipoz.
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ALLERN AND TICKNOR.
1883.



TO

THE REV. S. J. MAY,
OF BROOELYN, CONNECTICUT,

E¥is Folume
T

MOST REBFECIFULLY ENBSURIRED,

4B 4 MAEK OF PREATITUCE,

FOR HI3 EARNEAT AND BISINTERESTED EFFORTE

AN TNPOPTLAR BUT HOIY BIGHTEODE CATAE.



PREFACE.

Reinean, 1 beseech you not to throw dewn this volume
aF spon a8 you have glanced at the title. Head it if your
prejudices will allow, for the very truth’s pake : — I 1 have
the most wifling claize upon your good will, for an hour's
anmseinent to yourself, or bemefit 10 your children, vead
it for my mke:—Head it, if it ba mercly to find fresh oc-
casion to eneer &t the volgarity of the cause: — Read it, from
sheor curiosity te see whot & woman [whe bed much better
attend to her household concerns) will say upon such & sub-
joet: —Raad it on any terins, and ty purposs will L grined.

- The subject I have chopen admits of 0o epcomiums on my
_eountry ; bui as I gencrally make it an object to supply what
 moet needed, this circumeence B unimportant ; the markst
is 8o gluttad with Aattery, that & Iitde truth may be acceptable,
were it only for its rarity,

I am folly awara of the unpopulsrity of the task I have
undertaken § but though I erpect ridicole and ceosure, 1
cannot femr them.

A foew years henee, the opicion of the world will be a
matter in ‘which I have not even the most transient interest §
but this book will be abroad on its mission of humanity, long
after the hand that wrote it is mingling with the dust.

Hhould it be the means of edvancing, even ono single hour,
the inevimble progress of troth and justice, 1 wonld not ex-
change the consciousness for all Rothehild's wealth, or Bir
Walter’s fame.
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AN APPEAL, &c.

CHAPTER I

HBEIEF HISTURY OF NEORO BLAVERY. — ITH INEVITABLE EFFECT
UbeN ALL CONCEENEL LN IT.

Tha Yot s wretchd, tha condion sad,
‘Whether m piming brnl gurviw,
Amnd thirst forchamge ; orhabil bath sabd el
T woual derroased | el — #ven 1o love
Of her dull taaks avwl elose enpivity., WamDIw oRTE.
oAy in puised,
'8 ernoet
OF wrong e owbags, with trbled this darth 1 Wkl

Tt doca nent el for men. Cowpsm,

Waiee the Portoguese were exploring Africa, in 14432,
Prince Henry onlered Anthony Eunanlaz to carey back
certain Moorish prisoners, whom he had seized two years
before near Cape Bajador: this arder waa obeyed, and
Gonaalez received from the Moors, in exchange for the
captives, ten neproes, and a quantity of gold dust.  Unp-
luckily, this wicked speculation proved profitable, and
other Portoguese were induced to embark in it

In 1492, the West India islandz were discovered by
Columbus. The Spaninrds, dazzled with the acquisition
of 2 new world end eager to come inlo possession of
their wealth, compelled the natives of Hispaninla to dig
in the mines. The native Indians died rapidly, in con-
sequence of hard work apd ervel troatment ; and thus &
new market was opened for the negro slaves captured by
the Portuguese. They were accordingly introduced as
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2 HRIEF EISTORY

early as 15(83. Those who bought and those wha sold
were alike prepured io trample on the rights of their
fellow beings, by that moat demoralizing of ell influences,
the accarsed love of gold.

Cardinal Ximenes, while he administered the govern-
ment, before the accession of Charles the Fifth, was peti-
tioned to allow a regular commerce in African negroes.
But herejected the proposal with promptitode and firmness,
alike honorable to hie head and heart. " This earliest friend
of the Africans, living in a comparatively unenlightened
age, has peculiar elaims upon our gratitude snd reverence.
In 1517, Charles the Fifth g'rmtetfa. patent: for an annua]
supply of four thouaand negroes to the Spanish ielands.
He probably goon became awnre of the borrible, and ever-
inereasing cvila, attendant upon this traffic ; for twenty-
five years after he emancipated every negro in his domin-
jons. But when he resigned his crown end retived to
a mopastery, the colopisis resumed their shameloss
tyranny.

Captain Hawking, afterward Bir John Hawkins, was
the first Englishman, who disgraced himeelf and his
couniry by this abominable trade. Assiated by some rich
people in London, he fited out three ships, and sailed to
the African coast, where he bomed aod plundered the
towns, and carried off three hundyed of the defecnceless
inhabitants to Hispaniola,

Elizabeth afterwards authorized a similar adventure
with ooe of her owi vessels.  “She expressed her concern
lest any of the Africans should be carried off without
their free consent ; declaring that sach a thing would be
detesiable, and call down tle vengeance of Heaven
upon the undertakers." . For this reason, it has been
supposed that the Queen was deceived —that she imag-
ined the noagroes ware transported to the Spanish eolonies
ar voluntary laborers. But history gives us slight res-
sona to judge Elizabeth so favorably. It was her system
always to preserve an appearance of justice and virtve.
Bhe was a shrowid, far-sighted politician ; and had in
perfection the clear head and cold heart calculated to
form that character. Whatever she might believe of the
trade at its beginning, she was 100 deeply read in human



