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Of those dist!npuished men who praced the Maryland bar in
the early part of this century, Geperal Robert Goodloe Harper
ranked among the Arst. [t Is the alm of this paper to set forth the
main facts in Wia life in Jis publi® and national relations. Materlala
Lor this purpose were abundant, bot scattered. They ineluded a hrief
manuscript sccount of hie life written by General Harper about
1801; tileg of letters and documents, to which access was given by
Mr. W, C. Pennlogton, of Baltimore; two volumes of Harper's
Works (Baltimore, 1814), and sundry pamphlets published by bim.
Fuorther information was gathered from newspapers, jourtsals,
biographies and reports.

My thanks for suggestions are due to Professor Adams, to Dra.
Bteloer, Viopcent, Ballagh aod Wiloughby.

Baltimgre, June, 1504,
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ROBERT GOODLOE HARPER.
By C. W. Bommerville.

OBERT GOODLOE HARPER was born on a Virginia
. farm near Fredericksburg, in January, 1768, His
father, Jezse Harper, and his grandfether, Ahraham Harper,
had lived for years in Hpetisylvania County, Va. The family
is traced far back in Engligh history. In Virginia its mem-
benhndintm-muﬁedwlththelﬂnmandthe&mdlou.
Robert Goodloe Harper was the only boy in tamﬂyu!
nine. When he was gbout four years old his father mo
into Northern North Caroling, and there the family has re-
mained. Harper was tanghi at home until bou his tenth

for Yorktown.

Hurper now tried to study again, but he found books
dullai‘ter-nexgﬂienmtntheﬁeldntams,nnﬂdterthe
promotion his efforts had gained. He had been made Qnar-
termaster to hiz corpe.® His efforts at study were made
thehuﬂubyatempﬁngoﬂernfalieuimamytnuwgnh:

cavalry regiment, Hi-fathsrdiumﬂeﬁhmrmm
ing the l{entenancy, and Harper agreed to contin hiuatud-
Iﬂunﬁlhemtwenﬂymold,onmmthu’ 's promise
then to equip him for military service.

Pence with England soon relieved the father of hin part
of the agreement, and a surveying tour in 1783 in “the Ken-
tuecky &nd Tennessee countries” took Harper away from
booke again. This visit to the West gave Harper 8 knowl.
edge of that great territory and also & turn for land speounla-

h-n. Walsh, E'&-hl “Encyclopedia Americana™ Walsh bad read law
L)

The facts In this chapter are found in unpubiished manuseripéis,

to which I have had access through the courtesy of Mr, W. 0. Pen

angton, of Baltimore.
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tion; facts which influenced hia futore to some degree. He

acquired at this time some of the western lands, but from

fhme’m' frands and his own neglect little profit came of
em.

For some time after his return from the West, Harper
induiged in idleness, dissipation and fmhling. Finally he
acoepted his father’s offer to send him to college, and in
June, 1784, he set out for Princeton College, N, J. When
hi;hnlenﬂgr means were exhausted, he applied to Preaident
John Witherspoon for employment a grammar echool
which the President had established in the college. Rev.
Dr. Bamuel Stanhope Bmith also engaged him to teach some
boys who had been put in Dr, Bmith's care. This work in
teaching consumed elght hours & day, o that when ocollege
duties were done there wae little time left for rest or exer-
tise. In the spring vacation of 17856 Harper went to New
York and had an interview with Governor Bpaight, of
North Caroline, who loaned the atudent means for the next
seasion mnt college, Harper carrled the jonior and senior
elasaes together the next term, and on Beptemberza,l'fﬁﬁ.
he was graduated Bachelor of Arts, received the
Medal, and delivered a discourse on “The Proper Objects of
Education.”

When Harper left college it was hiz desire to see ihe
world. He went with a fellow stndent to Philadelphia and
determined to sail for England and make the toar of Europe
on foot. He planned to give lessons in London and to uae
his knowledge of tools, if need be, at the joiner’a trade, until
his means were better. Bunt ice in the Delawsre delayed
shipping for weeks.¢

This delay was fatal to Harper's plan, and he determined
to go to Charleston, 8. C,, and teach and study law.

As Harper stood & penniless stranger on the Charleston
wharf in November, 1785, he waas accosted by the father of
one of his former pupils at Princeton, and received great
kindness and help from him. In Charleston he engaged as
usher in a large school kept by Mr. Thompson. He thus
made forty guineas & year and at the same time stodied law
in the office of two young Parkers, who were then making a
reputation at the bar, Colonel Hawkins, of North Carolina,
was in Charleston during the winter, and having known
the Harpers, introdueed Robert Goodloe Harper to General

*New Jerscy Gmﬂe, Ocurherm,lm qmbedbyl!mmm
“American Elog
{Robert Walsh, Jr., In * clupedln Americana.”
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Pinckney, Mr. Edward Rutledge and other persons of promi-
nence. In the fall of 1788, Harper was admitted to the bar,
He soon located in Ninety-six ﬁtrict, in the upper part of
Houth Carolina. Here he gained pome political notice by a
series 21 articles on a proposed change in the Btate Consti-
tation.

In the latter part of 1789, Harper removed to Charleston,
where he engaged in A growing practice, and was soon in
the Biate Legislatore.

In 1791 he renewed his eonnection with land specnlation,
then rife. A company which had contrasted with the Htate
of Georgiat for a large territory on the Mississippi
him as their mangager, offering him five per cent. of the por-
chase for his services. He went that summer to Philadel-
phia to sell the stock of this land company.

Thelnnduhememnrned,butﬂnrpu’!mmdh&dm
diverted from his profesgion, end his trip hed created a de-
cided relish for the Norihern States, and had aronsed ambi.
tiong towardas a Congressional career.

A seat was offered Harper in 1792, bot he declined be-
canee of the emall pay of six dollara per diem allowed Rep-
repgentatives. Meanwhile land specnlation was profitable
and very attractive.

Tu 1794 he bought o plantation in Ninety-aix, intending to
remove there from Charleston. He then offered himself a
eandidate for the House of Representatives and was elected
for Ninety-six District, meanwhile continning {n the Legisla-
ture of the Btate until the time for him to take his geat in
Congress, December, 1795, Befora this time arrived the
death of Alexander Gillon caused & vacaney in the Orange-
burg Distriot. Harper wae pressed to stand as & candidate
for Orangeburg. He was elected as a Demoorat, and took
hie seat on Monday, February 9, 1795.1

In the importance of events and discnssipne, excitements
of parties and the talents of leaders, that period may be
termed one of the most remarkable in our annala as a na-
tion. Harper was to take his place among the leaders of the
dominant party. Madison wrote to Jefferson on learning
of Harper's first election (November 16, 1784): “Hunter's
successor (a Mr. Harper) will be a valuable acquisition, be-
ing able, sonnd and eloquent.”§

*Harper's Works, 1: 42,
100t of this grew the famons Yaoo frands so long fought by Jobm

Randolph, of Hoamoke,
1Annals of Congress, 1Te3-'5, page 1208,
§Madizson’'s Works 2: 20.
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On Monday, Febroary 8, 1700, Harper took his seat in
Congreas aa a Representative of Bouth Carolina,* and on the
1Tth he was assigned to his first committee.f We shall
find him advoeating measores of relief, internal improve-
ments and of general welfare. His view extended to the
whole country. In 1791 a survey of the coast of Georgia
had been begun by privaie persons. Harper saw the ntility
of such g survey to shipping, and at once advocated a loan
by the United Btates for completing such a work, because
it was for the national benefit{ He rose above narrow
state linea before harbor improvements or coast survey by
the National Government had been thought of.

His experience with land specunlations enabled him to give
& complete historical argument vindieating the right of
Georgia in the famous Yazoo land frauds,§ and in case of
the Northwest Territory he opposed the sale of lands im
large tracts to speculators. He was unsuccessful in his op-

tion, bot he was on the side of wisdom, for he advocated

¢ eale of lands in amall lots to astnal mettlers. This would

shut out gpeculators, give the Government a better price for
them, and insure permanent and degirable settlers.||

Harper's entrance into Congress was in the midst of the
negutin.tionn with England regarding the differences left

unsettled since the treaty of Paris, 1783, Jay's treaty was
signed November 18, 1794, but it did not reach Washington
tntil March 7, 1795. When ita provisions were Mownmg-
position to it awept the cauntry with the violence of a h
eane.f Jefferson called it infamous; Jay was burned in
effigy. As an npi:rﬂprlaﬂcmwunmtn carry the
treaty into effect, it bad to come before the House, This
brought out notable speeches,** Washington refused to send
the papers asked for, beeaose the treaty-making power, he
said, laid with the Execntlve with the Benate's consent. Tor.
rents of abuse fell on Washington. There was talk of im-
peachment. Bpeeches were flery. “Never,” said Marshall,
“had a greater display been made of argument, of eloguenoce
amd of pasgion.,” Ope of the test apeeches was by Fisher
Ames, Galiatin assertedit that a treaty ia not valid antil it

*Annals 1TB8-5, 1206.
tAnnals, 1230,
tAnnals, 1798-5; p. 1248, and for 1705-8, pp. 140-168.

YWhiteloek, Tay, p.
“*4nnals, I‘I'Wﬂ, pp. 457, 747, B01, 888, Blll. 'Hli, 11,
1tAonals, p. T
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haa received the sanction of the Hovse. Harper replied that
in limited governments the treaty-making power may be
limited. The treaty-making power had been given to the
President and Sepate, az legielative power to the Houge. A
treaty is not a law and does not belong to the Honse. A
treaty derivea ita origin from the consent of equals, while a
law gete it from the anthority of a snperior. Lawa are com-
mands; treaties gre compacts.

Treaties, he argued, Immﬂiepromeeofthelaw of na-
tions; the legislative power hag to do with municipal law.
The Legislature cannot make a compaot, nor can the treaty-
making power meke a law. The House had nothing to do
with treaties except to determine how far they could earry
them ont. Harper supported his views by citations from
English and international osage. With as forcible argu-
menits he maintained against Gallatin that treaties repeal
all existing opposing laws.*

In defense of Jay's treaty Harper argued that the whole
eommercial part of it was to expire at the end of twelve
years and might be terminated by the United States at the
end of two years from the ¢lose of the war between England
and France. Hard as the stipnlations might be, they conld
not roin trade in 8o short a while. We charged England with
having failed to give up the western postz, as ghe had agreed
to do in the treaty of Paris; with having carried away, con-
trary to that treaty, a number of alaves, when New York
was evacuated, and with violating the law of nations by the
capture of American vessels which were nentral in regard to
England and France. But England elaimed to hold the posts
a8 a8 pleﬂge for our payment of Britieh debts; that the ne-

away were not Amerfoan property at this time,
mdthnthmﬂimnvmlhaﬂbeenmkenminatthe
law of nations. Now, said Harper, under these circum-
stancesa, there were bat three comrses to follow: Bubmit
quietly; compel redress; negotinte redress. The firat course
would be dastardly. The second course might take the di-
rection of war, commercial restriction, prohibition of inter-
eourse, or sequestration of debts. As to war, we had not &
frigate nor a regiment to spare from the Indian wars, com-
mereial reatriction would probably widen the breach,t and
we wonld lose more than we gained. To suspend commeraial
intercourse would hurt us and do no good; and, finally, se-

*Annals, 1TO6-8; p. TO8
tWorks 1: 12



