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Address of Welcome by Thaddeus Graves.

Moo President, Ladics and tlondlamen, i wembers of fhe
FPagwmtuek Valley Meiioried desociefion.

e ddemen —T Qeem mvsel? Zortunate (o have been selectod to
extend to vouw on behall ol che Wown of Hacliell the covdial right
Lo of welcome, lor we are aware that it 1z owing fo your fire-
legs vigileoee nwd zeal oo greas wmensure that these memorial
services are beld here to-doye Yoo ave an instileiion known
atel honoved,  not only thvonghont this valley Tt the entive
state, both for whet von are wid what von have done, Yon have
labored dncessanily, 1o gemson awd ol ol season, o cpcoutage
wid promete carelul pesearel inlo old records, 1o the ewd that
the seallered threads of loeul lestory maght be guthored
rescue] from elilivion, wnd shat all relics and matevials linking va
ton the past shonld nor ony be peescrveds from desteaetion, hot
repigred saeved. Yo fiave ee elevated ol instrocted poblic
sentiment dun the renval o desiretion of g old landmark
like whe old bowse ot Decrficld would be ono Joneer possible,
You bave catablished ar Deerlionl o large and Dichily inieresting
wd fskructive collection of curiosities, o perpetual wonumen
tor thie prbiones, perseverance and ndnster of those who bave by
untiring cffort broughs 16 to s preesent state of perfection,
W Bid yon God-spead it your uebie cuterpeise, and trust that
i the coming yoears youo muy sheceed in imbuing this cealistic
age with someihiog of vour ow spieil, leading its attention from
the prosent amd s enjeymenss o x it upon the past, 1z labors,
srinlg, sl sncrifices.

We weleome yon, Lodies and Gentlenren, our daughbters and
song, who have goue from 1s to settle elsewbere, and who have
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now came back to eelebrate with ve this anniversary. We thank
you for your presence and support, and trust in the future we
shall be abile to enjoy more of yonr sogicty than wo have done in
the past. We bid you weleome howe, at the same time assuring
you thut the heart of e obd motier bas never ehanged toward
you, but las ever Tollowed yon lovingly in yonr wanderings,
glorying in vour suceesses and laking pride in vour prospority.
We have, Ladies and Geotlemen, a historian by whem the
events of the day we celebrate will he thoronghly and ably re-
Fated at Jengeh, and with vo intentions of eneronching vpon his
department, I still feel ic not inappropriste for me, ot the very
opening of these coremonies, to place hefore you in few words,
the prominent incidenzs attending the Indian Mussacre of
Sept, 19, 1677, and the subsonuent yescue of the Captives, that
vou may the better nnderstand and apprecinte what will follow.
Two hnndred and twelve years ugo to-duy, on a hesy Septem-
ber morning, the good people of Hatfield were engnged in their
nsual ceenpations, the men had gone inte the soath meadew to
ent and stack the ripening corn, while their wives and dangh-
ters having linished their ordinary work were busy preparing
dinner for the men whose retnen was axpected ot the nsual honr
of twelve o'clock.  The children of which there was o coodly
wumber, were either playing about the deors of the humble
dwellings or watehing their mathers at their work, Al was
peace and security, no thought of danger disturbed even the
maost timid, A pictnf®e of more secure and trannuil enjoyment
can bardly be imagined, when suddenly all f5 changed and the
soenrity sl happiness Uit has prevailed io this liccle willage is
rudely broken by the fevce war-whoop of the savage as fifty
armed and painted warriors who had crawled noiselessly down
throngh Pudding Lune and finding nathing to oppose their
progress hurst snddenly throngh the gate separnting the lane
from the muin street,  They entered the northeen pare of the
town, vot then enclosed within the protection of the palisade
that fdid net exeend quite a2 e north ag the present residesce
of Silaz (o Tobbard, fu o moment all was tereor and the wildest
confusion.  The Indians quickly shot or dispatehed with the
tomabawk those who songht cseape by light, the rest were taken
prizoners, the honses and barus devated Lo the toreh and o seene
of wanton destruction Tollowed., A pordion of the band wend
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north {0 destroy the homestead of Bonjewin Waite, o noted
Didian seont and fighier, whe chon Bved on the site new owned
by Jno. Knight, burned fis boildings took Iis wife and children
captives and haztened to join tho main body of their frionds,
The men vecornesl buectedly Erom the feld, warped of danger
by the cloudz of smoke Lhat rose from the reioed village, Az
they appronched the town un omivoee silence more oppressive
even than the shont of trinmply seemed to eonlold the devetad
town.  Upan entering the stroet the Cell excent of their misfor-
tune burst npon them, for familiae az these regoed pioncers of
thig early selflement weore with fhe Iodians and [odinn waefare
the whole scene was al ouee present wo thelr minds and they ox-
pacted what npon sesrel they fannd, 1he smonldering wshes of
honses and barns, thirteen matihted bodies of the 2tain and the
rest, seventeen in nuomber, gone into captivily, borpe o the
almose trackless wilderness by a wilev, relentless and oruel fog,
But who were they who had so suddenly come so suddenly gone
to leava sueh ntoer dezelucion behiod them ¥ XNoue could answer,
Wera they Meliiwks from the west or some of ilie Northern
Indinns ¥ Nove eonld el Thie night o meeting of citizens
wie held withiu the palisades, a lictle ludy of soalware men and
the whole matter wue fully disenszed. Az o vesnlt of chis neet-
fug Benjamin Waite visited Alsany and thers ascortaingd that
the raid wos not menle by e 3oluwk Todiwns, Abont this
time ong of the caprives, taken by this sone band Lrom Deerfield,
made his eseape, retnrned e Doorfield and eawe theoee o in-
forau the citizens of Hacfield thal their friends were in che hands
of the Northern Indianz who wuere laking their eaptives to
Canuda.  Another meeting was now hedd, an appeal waz drawn
up to the Ooevernor of the Cemmonwealth lor wesistanes,  T'wo
men were selected to plice chis uppeal belore his Bscelleney.
Both men great safferers from the vaid, both in the prime of life
Oue distinguished for iz prowess, Benjamin Waite o neted Indian
geout and Gehter, familiar with the woods, the Indinos and their
pabits and methods, A muon of grest endurance and fertile in
expedients,  The other o mao of grear Jscretion, HBtephen
Jenningz, a thonghefol silene man Lot resolote, persevering and
pationt, over whom obstacles had ne inlluence save to increase
lhis determination.  These twoe nen were wholly vulike tn ap-
pesanee awd character bot admirably Ofted te work togerher,
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each supplving the lack of the other, The inbabitants showed
their wisdom in their selection.  About the middle of Ootoler,
nearly u month after the slanghter, these two humble farmers
elothed in the rough garb of their calling und the times, armed
with nothing bot theiv trusty gooe, turned their backs vpon the
little village to travel o hondrsd miles on foot throngl rough
pthis and wooded lanes to Boeston,

In due time they placed the appeal Lefore the Governor, but
a treasary at that time never roo [ul), had been depleted by the
frequent calls to ward off Tindian inenrsions and fight constantly
for cxistence with the numerons savage tribes that surrounded
them, and the Governor informed them with regret of his ina-
bility to give them pecuniary wid bot gave them inatead o letter
of recommendation and eredit, The kind hearted Governor
further pointed ot the dangers of the way, the well nigh insor-
mountable ehstacles to be avercome by theze two rengh farmers
before renching Capada. throngh an ehnost nubroken wilderness,
traversed ouly by bands of hostile Tudisws, and of the futility of
their jonrney zhonld they reach  their deztination, seeking
eaptives from enemies with neither meney nor valuables o give
in exchange,  Bot chey had determined vo go to Canadu i they
went wlone, and selected npon consnbintion the ronte west of the
Hundson river as being safest since it ook them away from and
aronnd the shoreer puth bavelled by their more Litter enemies.
Bilding the Governor farewell they travelled to Albany one huo-
drved ad fifty miles on foot snd tlweoce bwenty miles to Sche-
vectady, but bere the obtose bot egogpicion: Duteh anthorities
seeing ag they fmngined o rhose way-worn travellers some greeat
danger to the staive arrested and sent dlem prisopers 150 wiles
down the viver to the eity of New York and deliverad them to
Governor Awlros, u shrowd, keeo man, who sow at & glanee the
mistake of his Dnteh assistants hal nol desiving to muke it too
appurnnt, aod beng moch occepied Torzome weeks, he neglected
these homble men aud allowed thens to be retained as prizoners,
But the matter being laer urged vpon hiz aitention he set them
ab liberty and gave them o letber of protection.  Armed with
which thev travelled backward 150 miles to the point where they
were arrestol, here they progured two grides, o Fronchman and
an ludian to pilot them over the nofemiline way nocthward.
The Frenchman zoon deserted themn.  The Indion conducted



