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PREFACE.

THE eollechon now exhibited to the publm has been
gradually ht together in a somewhat desull’.ory man-
ner duﬂng a penod of several several years.

Many other collections contain larger and finer spedmens
thsnmhmtobefound,smhfor instance as the brilllant
series formed by Mr. Alfred Morrison or Mr. Louis Huth;
but it is probable that none of them illustrate so fully the
different varieties of porcelain which have been produced
in the rhanufactories of China and Japan. For it will be
seen that this collection bas not been limited to choice
or ancient specimens, but that even common and modern
examples have been included when they illustrate the
subject. It is probably, moreover, the first time that any
attempt has been made to exhibit Oriental porcelain
divided into cl to d h the tive pl‘o-
ductions of China and Japan. This it has been by no
means easy to do, and it will be for others to judge how
far the attempt has succeeded. Further experience may
lead hereafter to a more perfect

As the marks given in the plates have mmrlyavery
case been copi ‘%om in the , they will
E-ubsbly be found more nceurate than those which bave

, derived ss the latter have been from
different. someh.mes untrustworthy sources.

It may be well to give a brief account of what has been

published on the subject in order to obviate the
necessity of frequent referance. The earliest description we
have of the processes connecied with the man of

Ormtn-lapomelm is to be found in the valuable letters
from a Jesnit Missionary, Pire d"Entrecolles, written in
1712 and 1722, and published in “ Lettres édifiantes et
curienses.” The most scientifie wurkths«thaaapm
on the nature of porcelain and its chemistry is the “

des Arts Céramiques,” by A. Brongniart, 1844. The only
work which affords any native evidence on the history
of Chinese porcelain, and the various places at which it
has been manufactured, is the * Histoire de la fabrication de
la Porcelaine chinoise,” tranalated from the Chinese by
M. Stavislas Julien (Paris, 1856), which will be referred o
hereafter as “ The History of King-te-chin.” Inllsrryats




