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PREFACE.

Tut volume, whence * The Trve Use of Armoriz™ has
been re-printed, consists of 162 pages, and i amomg
the very scarcest bhooks of the 16th Centory. The first
23 pages are occupled by the following Treatiss, which is
the only importent portion : the remaining omes comiain
two drawling poeme: ' The Florious Life & Honorable
Death of Sir John Chandes, ford of 8t Saluioor,”' &c.,
and * The Honorable Life and Langvisiog Death of Sir
John de Gralhy, Capitall of Duz.” Neither of these
appear to merit re-putlization.

The author, William Wyrley, waa a native of Stafford-
ghire, degcended fiom an ancient fawily seated in that
County, as early as the reign of King Edward the Snd.
Anstis, Garier, says, *he poblished at Londen 1582, &
lenrned Treatise of the True Use of Armory, In 4o,
. which some say was originally written by Samson Erdes-
wike, with whom he lived, which hath been re-prioted hy
Bir William I]ugdnle, !L;l:l,ﬂ:l.anj' Wood a:quainta e that
Wyrley died about Febroary 1817, but that seems to be
s miatake, since John Guillim, Portesmouth Purauivant
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Extraordinary, had this office by & Signet dated in 1613,
though his Patent is not dated 'till 26th February, 1618,
15 Jac. I, wherein the salary is granted to him from
Michwlmas in the XI of King James, and he is to hold
this offlce in as ample manner as William Wyrley, late
Rouge Croix; and before him. Thomas Kalght enjoyed
the same, 80 that Wysley sither died sooner or surrendered
his Patent. OGwillim recelved him share in the partition
of certein Feos as Bouge Croix, 1 Janumary, 1613."

Thae sssiztance which Wyrley received from Erdeswicke,
as shove mentioned, may account for the supposition of
Burton. the Historian of Leicestershire, that Erdeswicke
wag the zeal author, A comsiderable portion, but not the
entire work, wase re-printed by Dugdale in his ** Antient
Tsage of bearing 4drms,'’ whezein this suggestion of Bur-
ton's oooura.

Wrzley wae appointed Rouge Croix Purevivant of Arms,
by Paient, dated 15 May, 1604, While in office ho

made numerons Collections, some of which are in the

Collega. Ha died in Fehruary, 1617, sand was interred
in Bt. Bennet's Chorsh, Paul's Wharf

Dallaway has ohserved that “ when this very judicious
little tract was first published, a considerable addition was
mada to the atock of Hevaldie Literature. Leaving the
more fanciful and shstruse points, which relate to the
analogy between arms and the qualifications of their
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bearers, our author confines himself to a very accurate
histary of the more antient differences, and of the variety
and modes in which they were applied. He treats rather
of their primary and simplé differences, which are of
sarly introdustion, than of those which were afterwards in
use, when the labels, hordures, &e., were mrcharged so as
to becoma indistinet."—fuguiries fnto the Origin ond
Progress of Heraldry, p. 220,

The Publisher ia indebted to 3ir Cyanzes G. Youwe,
Garter, for his kind loan of the originzl wery scarce
volume, of which the present portion is a feithfal reprint,
a5 well as for many friendly sngpestions.

Dgtaber, 1853,



