FREE LIBRARIES AND
NEWSROOMS:
THEIR FORMATION
AND MANAGEMENT



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649343553

Free Libraries and Newsrooms: Their Formation and Management by J. D. Mullins

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



J. D. MULLINS

FREE LIBRARIES AND
NEWSROOMS:
THEIR FORMATION
AND MANAGEMENT

ﬁTrieste






mmm 1816.

HENRY SOTHERAN & o,

GENERAL AGENTS
FOR
CLUBES, LIBRARIES, AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS
AT HOME AND ABROAD.

Tha Advertizers ars vn the constand habil of supplying Books fo Ponu
Lrpzanies and GovEnsMEST INsTITOTIONS Nof only of Home but Abroad
Jor which they have wassugl facilities in the exdent of fheir Block am
geneval esperience. In oll cases €f ir exsendinl for them fo hove reference
or & remitionce in advonce,

DEPARTMENTS.

GLDﬁ#HD SEC[IHD HAND BGDKE. The stock is now, aa it has hees

mg?:m in extent and mrht;, nambering

upwudaqi BOD, 000

STAHDAR].'I BODES AND NEW FIJBLIE&TI'DHS. All  th
rd Was gh library

ke, particularly those necessury for an Engli
'mgeﬁm with the New Books isued by the leading Publishers, an
omnatantly kept in stock.

A
BOOKS FOR PRIZES AHI'.I FGR PRESEMHI‘TEATIGH m

riment g Ry A
FProsestation, of \'E“:Eﬂl ln.t‘;m uu-rhnr.nl i slwaye kept on hand
apm'n;lrmd; hotird o the twst styles. and ro varioma in price as &
guit all customers. Catalogues om applieatiom,

ORDE S FOR AMERICA, THE COLONIES, AHD FOR EH]I'
COUNTRIES, excenred with intelligence, care and promptitnde; ade
any digcretivnary prwens arrtrmtad tho Advertizers will be exereises
with jndgment omil diseretion in tho intorest of their elivuts,

REMAINDERS OF GOOD BOOKS AT GHE.ATLY RED[IEEI
PRICES. From verioms causes many valoable works are often sole
te ibe Adverlivers not lomg after publication ; these are invariabl
offered to the public ot the lowest possible yrice.

KBINDING EXECUTED. To th rtment the Advert
EUU B ypmq nmigim 'E;atheg en;::pr n:nuﬁ:d facilities ;m' ex‘:mwem:

ﬂm higheet elass binding st very moderate prices, as well os ever
description of binding, suitable for Lending Libraries
Mechunics” Institations, Clube, ote.

LIBRARIES PURCHASED, Execotors or Gentlemen heving eithe:
itraries or wmall eollections of Books to dispose of. are invired b
address thamulte_g to the Advertisers, who are at all times reaiy &
purchare the swne on the most liberal terms, and for fmmed:
pﬂ.yrrm.t.,a.mlh:mmm‘othnm withoot tronbie to the rendor from am
part of the kimedom.

" LIBRARIES CATALOGUED AND ARRANGED: also valued fo
Probate, ei Coumtry.

in Town oz



FREE LIBRARIES

O 77Xk IN
NEWSROOMS:

FORMATION AND MANAGEMENT.
e
J. D. MULLINS,

CHIEF LIBEARIAN BIRMTNGIAM FREE LIEEARIES.

[Bead at the Meeting of the National Associastion for the Promotion
of Bogial Science dt Hirmingham, 1868,]

Third Edition.
WITH CONSIDERATLE ADDITIONS,

LONDON :
HENRY SOTHERAN AND CO., 36, FICCADILLY,
1874,




H

FPIOCTURESB

I.

WORK ROOM, ETC.

BOCES FOR CIRUULATING

| AT ] | P

BOOES
FE 1| @
o o
— ety
s § o
— 18 R, 0
[ - 4 L g
= R — e — =
R E = i
g sl I &
I x
| =z gl 1] =
| 4 m

g 3

ENTRANCE
ETAFF o1t J STAFF
| ROOM gk o
| dssnaanmn, =i | meisoe |

MUSEUM

PICTURES

i
_.-’{ﬁ_



PREFACGE.

The wiiter has for some time past been constantly receiving
applications from various parts of the country for particolars
as to the Formation and Mansgement of Free Libraries. A
gtrong desive for their extension, as well as courtesy to the
pereons applying, have compelled him to write varions letters,
giving information snd adviee to the best of his ability. The
following pages are simply & summary of thess letters.
There is & preat need for an able popular Manuool on the
snhjent : for ithis ho rogrets that he has neither the time nor
the power. These notes are published in the hope that eome
more competent person maey be indeced to prepare a wmore
complete and valuable guide to the foundation and menage-
ment of the greatest educational machinery of our age.



SUMMARY OF CONTERTS.

Necoasity for Free Libmaries and Newsrooms. FEndowed Libraries.
Bubscription Libraries. Parochial Libeariee. The Free Libraries Act
snd its Anthor. The adoption of the Act by Menchester, Liverpool,
Birmingham, etc. How are these Institntions Worked, and how sre
thay Used 7 Newsrooms : their Uses, List of Papers, Periodicals, ele.
Denger of introdocing Denominationa! Papers. The Lending Libraries ;
their Use » character of Books snitahle for them. The Reference Depart-
memt: ite Use. How fo get the Aet adopted. Biyle of Building for
# Libeary, etc.  Plan for small Towns of a Library, Newsroom, and
Musenm in one Chamber. How to Catalogue Libraries for Popular Tee.
Free Libraries, ste. for Londom. Free Libearies, ste. for small Towns and
Villages.

Arrenpmx 1. The Free Libvaries Acta and Amendments.
L. " Public Litraries Act [Treland], 1855."
2, % Pablic Libraries Act, 1855, [Eogluod].
3, “ Pohlie Fibraries Amendment Act [England
and Seotland |, T856,"
4. % Public Litraries Ack [Beotland], 1867."
5. “ Pobtic Libraries Act [ Scotland, 1867 ],
Amendment Act, 18717
6. “Yublic Litraries Act [1855] Amendment Act,
1871 " [England].
7. % Poblic Libraries Amesdment Ack, 1877 7
[Engiand, Scotland, snd Ireland]. ~
8, “Malicious Injurics lo Property Act, 1861,
Section 38 [Englsnd and Treland].
b 11. Raoles, Regnlations, and Forms for Free Lilraries,
w 1, Copy of Requisition calling Meeting,
»  IV. Copy of Resolntions passed at Mecting.
i V. List of Books snitable for Free Libraries.

Kore—The original Free Libraries’ Act, 1850, i not reprinted
here, a8 it ip rescinded.
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For many years the United Kingdom has possessed in its
varions divisigns Libraries esay of acecss to men of taste snd
* learning. Some few of thess have been called Frrr Lizpa-
EIEz ; that is to say, no money has been taken for admission
to them, bot wsually some such infroduction or recommenda-
tion hae been required as has served as a barrier to the com-
mon people, and indeed to all but very carnest and persever-
ing students. Other Libraries have been secessible on terms
of snbacription apparently suitable to all classes, but on an
inguiry as to the number and condition of the persons naing
all the Litevary Institutions known, it was fonnd that they
formed but a marvellonsly small part of the populstion, and
that the great mass of the people, who stood most i need
of information, wera not reached.

Some men thought that there was nothing to be dome in
snch & case but 20 leave ill alone, cspecially as interforonce
meant expense.  'To others it appeared that wholesome read-
ing snd thonght made much of the difference between the
brotish and miechievous and the intelligent and usefnl of
mankind ; and that it might really be the trucst thrifi, as
well as the noblest gﬂmitj’, to carry the pleasures of learn-
ing and the infloenes of literature to those who did not cara
to come to them. It was thought to bo not anlikely that
what was spent on Freo Libraries and Newsrooms might be
saved in Workhouses snd Gaols; and so the experiment was
tried. The pmpl& had been moarned over and denonnced. fae
hounnting this and that improper place Soe W—
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nounced and monrned over in vain—unti] it ocenrred to some
ong that perhaps it might be worth while to provide some-
thing pleasant and good as & counter.attraction. The jaded
merchant, the harsssed tradesman, and the tired student,
wsually have the grateful change of pleasant homes, the vari-
ous resources of society, of art, of music, end the like ; the
poorer ¢lasses, with similar capacity for pleasure, have no such
provision ; there are very seldom guiet rooms at home where
they can read, even if they conld get seceptable books.
Attempts to found and support Free Libraries by subserip-

tion have been made, bot have met with little enceess. Such
movements have had the brand of cherity npon them, which
has been to many an insuperable hindrance to their use. . They
hsve neually been sustained, too, by & party; and the style of
the books and periodicals provided has been too eften emi-
nently parochial. The clergy and gentry of tho neighbour-
hood have kindly given such books of their own ag they did
not particularly care to keep, snd with o fow purchases of
works “ proper for working people,” the Library has consisted
of the “Life of Colonel Gardiner,” Doddridge’s * Rise and
Progress,” * Alleine’s * Alarm,” the “ Anxious Enguirer,” the
4 Dotryman's Danghter,” Pinnock’s Catechizma, some volumen
of the * Mother's Magazine,” a few * Annunal Begisters,” and
o choies eollection of funeral sermons. Now, withoot for one
moment disparaging the excellent works named, or the class
of which thoy are typical, it is really no wonder that Libviries
of the kind described, kept in some church or ehapel school-
room by an occasional Librorian, have not been largely used.
Let it be distinetly understood that no sneer is hero intended
at the kindly efforta which have been made to found Parish
Libraries; but their promoters have admitbed that they have |
been used rather by the better class of their people, who,
having books, etc., of their own, could have done very well
without the Library, and have failed to nitract, to any con.
siderable extont, the persons for whom they wers epecially
intended,

There are some very noble traita in the chwracher of the




