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TIIE ARMY UNDER POPE.

CHAPTER L
THE STTUATION IN JULY, 182,

Ix order to nnderstand the military situation st the time
whan General Pope was appointed to the command of the
Ariny of Virginis—Juna 26, 1862—it will be noceseary to go
back n little.

The Cabinct of My, Lineoln found itseif, in the spring of
1862, in the very difflenlt position of having celled to the
chief command of the army an officcr in whom it did not
place entite confidence. The sititude of Geners]l McClellon
on meny pointa was diskiked ; his political saffilistions were
distrusted ; his exireme coution, so far #s his own mnove.
ments were concerned—his easy confidence when the matter
st stake was the safely of Wasbington—his startling plan
of removing the army to the Peninsula—all eombined to
awsken alarm, snd to deprive him of thab cordis] suppert
which his great nndertaling required in order to be snecess-
ful. He had sven attempted to evade the orders of the
President, by teking with him 1o Yorktown troops supposed
to be needed for the defence of Washington ; the Govarn-
ment had promptly inferfered by detaining the entire corpa
of McDowell ; and, thongh two divisdons of this corps were
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2 THE ARMY UTNDER FOPE

afterward sent to MoOlallan, the fneb remnined that he did
not have sb the onteet of the campaign the overwhelming
force on which be had calenlated. The irritation cansed by
this found abundant pxpression in kis correspondence with
the Preaident and the Sscratsry of War, .

This, howover, way not the worst conseguence of this un-
fortunato state of things. Not only had Fremont—when,
Inte in the winter, he had been wlieved from command in
Missonri—bean given s considemable foree in West Virginds,
where a doparttnent had besn unnecessarily created for his
benecflt, but, the momant MeClellar armved on the Penin-
sula, MeDowell and Panks wers detachad from his control
—tho former being sssigned bo 3 hew department, that of
the Rappahannook, and the lstter to another new depart-
ment, that of the Bhonandosh Valley. Hers, then, wers foor
separste end indepondent comwands in Virginis, on the
same theatro of war—a condition of things, it is safe to sy,
most unfavernile to militery suceose,

Nevertheless, after MoC1ilan nerivod on the Chickahowm-
iny, on May 24th, the plan was thet MeDowell, who atiil
re.sined three divigions of his corpe—Franklin'’s having
been sent to MeClellan —together with Bhields' division of
Banks' corps, which hod beon foensferred to MoDowell's
ciomnmand, should join the Army of the Potomse from Fred-
ericksburg. In pursnence of this plan, Porter had cecupicd
Hanover Ovmret House after s suecessfiel action, and the dis-
tance batwaen tha two forces was reduced to s mnatter of only
twenty or thirty miles. Bofore the union was effected, how-
ever, Jaokson mode his brillisnt raid in the Valley of the
Bhenandonh, driving the diminfahed fores of Banks before
him, and ercating such slarm in Washington, that, despite
the earnest remonstrance of MeDowell, the plan for rein-
forcing MeClellan from Frederickshurg was abandoned, and



