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i When therefore wmon come & sudely and tinpre-
pared ta the receiving of these holy rites, as ordivarily
thew do, it ie & sign they nover thick of that high
and mmored ocbority that hath ovdained ther s Tt
ouly concsive pnd omtearn of thern ae of cortain for-
malitice which custom mnd lemg continunnen hath
rende o fnchion, =W Branaraw (1636).
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Tw Ohrist™s death all Chrisfianity is briefy sommed ;
for fn it wa may obasrve the jostics of God satisfisd,
the power of Batan vanquished, tha liberty of men
from the alavery of Aie and death purchosed, all
figorea of the 014 Teetament verifled, all promises
of the Wew ratiflad, all prophecias fulfilled, all debis
dischargod, all things requisito for the redemption of
maskind apd tho werlds mstoration aconmplishad,
Therein wa bava & pattorn of obedienes b the Taab
breath, of humility daseending s tow aa hall, of mealk -
ness pufting up insuforeble wromge, of paticoce en-
doring mevciless Eorments, vorapassion weeping end
praying for bloody persecutore, conetsner halding
out to the end ; to which virtoes of ik permsen, 3 ve
ley ¥he bomafita of Him pession medoanding to His
Choreh, which He Latl somfortzd by Hie agony,
quit by His teking, justified by His condomni-
tion, healed by Tle stripes, cleansed by His hinod,
quinkened by Hig dentls, snd orowoed by His aross;
—if o take n full eight of il the virtuea wherewith
His arres is beact ma with so meary jawaels, T malm oo
doubf bot thet yoo wilf resolve with the apeetle (1
Cor, i 2% to 'know nothing ot Jesns Christ amd
Him ceugiled —Darmner Fratier, DI, Claed Hye-
tica, 1685, folio, pp. 862-3.



Pretatory Rote.

In the present litile volome § have written
out the subatance of what I have been used
to say to intcnding Chmmunicants for the
first time who have applied to be received
into my own Congregation. Finding that
what I have said has ofien been wished
by Commupicastd in & permacent form,
and heing also desirous fo be able to paf
something easily onderstandable into the
hands of Applicants, T the more readily
consented to print my words. LF, besides
my own nzing of it, theee meterinls’ in any
way aid my beloved fellow-servanta, 1 shall
rejoice, I ghall be graieful. As matier of
couree, it ie intended simply as a Manual,
ae heada or hinte for successive couversa-
tione, not st all ar o Treatise on The Lord's
Sapper. Of Jarger books thereon—some
above all price—there ere happily many,
elder and later. DBut I atn pot aware that
there is anything that preocenpics the place
sought to be hombly occupied by these
‘ materials,” for ministere on the one hand,
and intending Communicania on the other.

With reference to the recepiion of Appli-




8 Prefafory Note.

cants, perhape & caution will be accepted
by my brethren, viz, ;:—There may be
knowledge, love, grace, and at the same
time incapacity to express either. In my
own experience I have found myself about
to keep back a froe child of God (s
afterwards geen), in the ides that there wes
extreme ignovance, sod have been startied
to diseover that agitation and awe parched
the tongue and coufosed the memory ; and
that after o few kind wordz kindly epoken,
and arsorance to the Applicant that he or
she was there not to be puzzled snd eress-
guestioned, bot to converse with a Friend
willing and wishfol to advize and guide,
there were riven nomistakeahle evidences
of o deep and true apiritnal life. Tn con-
firmalion of thig, it ia recorded of the Rev.
Adam Gib of Edinburgh, that having once
or twice dizenaded a young woman from
thinking of joining ihe Church, as deeming
her ill-informed and noable to snswer ele-
mentery questions, he was overcome to tears
by these words on another refusnl, * Weal,
weel, gir, aae be it, I mayna, an’ 1 dinna ken
gae mnckle ss mony ; but whan ye preach a
sermon aboot my Lord and Saviour, 1 fin’
my heart gaain oot to Him, like lint seed ool
o a pock.' Whoever baa observed the pro-



