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BEHIND THE ARRAS.
BOOK FIRST.

CHAPTER L

My business in this state

Wade me a lovker-on.
—Meadure for Mersurs: Act V, Seepe L

CENE: The grounds of Bratton Hall, ——shire. A gently
undulating sorfaee, with here aund there little knolls elothed
with the gpreenest of grass and erowned with groups of stately
onks and majestic elms. Charmingly eool arbors eovered with

creeping vines whose fiowers, peeping within through the interstices
of the lattice work, seem to invite one with their delicions odors for
a lounge on a warm day, ave seattered in the little valleys formed by
these hillocks. A murmar of waters is heard as a winding stream
feeds n miniature lake, whose plueld surface is pereened from view
by the weeping willows that fringe its banks. SBhrubbery is in
abundance overywhere, furnishing homes for maultitudes of birds,
and lnxuriant sbade for less sweet voleed mortals. Norv are flowara
wanting in nll their varied hues; but so artistieally are they srranged
that the brightest eolors blend harmoniously, and nothing glaring
meets the eye. This seemingly enchanted spob is surrounded by
towering poplara which give character by their stiff beauty to the
whole scens, and form the boundary line beyond which stretch far
awny on every side long vistas of rolling park land and verdant
mendow.

The dromatis persore are three: One, 8 man, tall and disfingué in
appearance og he appronches in the distance; by his side, the slight,
gracefol fipure of a young girl who moves silently nlong with hent
head, listening, it seems, to her companion. The two arve Alva
Ingolsby, o friend and wisitor at Bratton Hall, and Luey Egerton,
the ndopted daugher of Sir Guiffith Tgerton, Bart., its master. As
they turn down one of the rose-bordered paths that lead to the
lnke before reaching the arbor in which, I, Julia Lifford, the thivd,




