AN EDICT OF DIOCLETIAN,
FIXING A MAXIMUM OF
PRICES THROUGHOUT THE
ROMAN EMPIRE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649014552

An edict of Diocletian, fixing a maximum of prices throughout the Roman empire by
Diocletianus & W. M. Leake

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



DIOCLETIANUS & W. M. LEAKE

AN EDICT OF DIOCLETIAN,
FIXING A MAXIMUM OF
PRICES THROUGHOUT THE
ROMAN EMPIRE

ﬁTrieste






R 2
AN

-

EDICT OF DIOCLETIAN,

FIXING

A MAXIMUM OF PRICES

THROUGROUT

THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

A.D. 308

LONDON:
JOIIN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE STREET.

s

MPCUCRXVI.

Fyliw  dag






As the following pages form the Sequel of a part
of the “Journal of a Tour in Asia Minor,” &c.
they have been printed uniformly with that work,
in order to admit of their being bownd up at the
end of the Appendiz.






PRELIMINARY NOTE.

VERY soon after the * Journal of a Tour in Asia Minor"' was
printed, Mr, W, Bankes presgnted lithographic copies of the ~
Latin inseription of Stratoniceia described in pages 229 and
320 of that work to the libraries of the British Museum and of
the University of Cambridge. Nearly about the same time
My, L, Vescovali of Rome brought to England the tacing of
8 Latin inacription from & stone which he found in the posses-
gion of a gentleman at Aix in Savoy, who had been travelling
in the Levant *®, .

M. Vescovali, on lookiog over the inscriptions of Sherard
and Chishull in the British Museum, was surprised to find
that the inecription at Aix was a portion of the same Imperial
Edict which had been transeribed st Eskihissér (Stratonicein)
in part by Sherard, and more completely by Mr. Bankes,
Being acquainted with the remarks which I had published on
Sherard's trapscript of this inscription, M. Vewnmh commumi-
mdmmmm,miﬂﬁnmmmmlmdn
to allow me to examine the tracing which be had brought fram
Aix, and to take:a copy of it. [ found that the stone st Aix
contained only 2 portion (the first two-thirds) of the imperial
grdinance, without any part of the catalogue of priced tommo-
dities which was the object of it ; and that even this portion is
rendered incomplete by the fracture of the stone at either end.
On the other hand, the inscription at Aix supplies several defec-
tive places in Mr. Bankes’s copy; and in particular it preserves at

* T have not yed been able to learn exactly where the stone was found,
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grammatical eonstruction of the Ordinance which precedes the
List of Commodities. -Wherever the words could not be made
out satisfactorily, 1 have inserted the capital letters from
Mr, Bankes's transcript, ss well aa they could be imitated in
print; in doing which it has been necessary to express the T'
(8) of the Eskihissir inscription by a Greek gamma, and the A
{A) by a Greek lambda, The characters in the copy of the
Edict at Aix, although rudely formed, more nearly resemhle the
usual lapidary writing of that age. They are §ths of an inch
in height.
As M. Vescovali's copy is a fac-simile, 1 have followed it lite-
rally as far as it goes, noting the varigntes in the transcripts of
Sherard and Bankea as far ss they appeared to be of any
importance. For the conclusion of the Decree, and the en-
tire List of Commeditics, | have followed Mr. Bankes's copy,
noting the variations in Sherard's, whose transcript does not
contain & catalogue half so long as that of Mr. Bankes, nor
is it so complete as far as it extends *. The original copiers
or engravers of the Decree having continually confounded B
with U or V, and E with &, 1 have not thought it necessary to
follow these errors in the parts taken from Sherard and Bankes,
but have written the words in the usual orthography : in like
I have occasionally corrected, but in this instance vot
without & sign of indication f, those evident mistakes of one
letter for another, which have been caused either by the ig-
norance of the original engravers, or by the doubtful appear-
ance which many of the characters, rudely formed at first,
end now half obliterated by time, may have presented to the
eyes of the modern transeriber,

W. M. Leage.

* The inscription st Eakfhissir i3 on the external wall of & marble
prostyle edifice, probably the fssitwrdper or court-bouse of Stratoniceds.
Mr. Bankes cbtained the part of the inscription nog copied by Sherard by
cletring avway the earth from the wall.

t The restored or oorrected leters are placed between brackets of this
form ( ).



