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PREFACE,

In this emall volume an attempt is made to an.
gwer the question, *“ Who are the happy 7" Many
who are ignorant of the nature of true relizon, who
have never persenally experienced it joys or its
consolations, entertain the 1dea that it wars arainst
their felicity. Indeed, some go so far as to assert
that religiom actually makes its votaries gloomy.

To repel this charge is the desion of the first
part of this treatise. [f the reader have indulged
such false and absurd notions, the perusal of theze
pages, it 15 hoped, will convinee lum of lis error,
and diselose to him the fact that piety is the only
foundation of true and substaniial joy.

Another part of the work is adapted more espe-
cially to a ¢lass of young profeszors of relizion, who,
in the present day, are peculiarly exposed to be
drawn aside from the path of Christian duly by
temnptations addressed to their cupidity, their curi-
osity, and their love of exciternent. If the writer
glinll have suceeeded in warninge such against the
evils which threaten, or in fortifying them under
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the actual assault, it will aflord him the most heart-
felt satisfnction.

An cminent minister once said, that ““ some per
gons have just relizion enough to make them mis-
erable.’” The objeet of this treatise, on the con-
trary, is to urge its readers to seek for those attain-
ments in piety which shall be not only a solace
under the trials of Life, but which shall make their
felicity sure, and place it on a foundation which
can never he disturbed. I. B, W.
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CHAPTER 1.

PIETY VIETICATED FROM TEE CHARGE OF GLOCAL

“Nevwsios makes men gloomy,” savs the thoughi-
less volary of the world, This allezation, if true,
would be at least a plausible ground of projudice
against true piety: but if iz made, as we shall see,
without proper diserimanation rezpecting 1ts nature
and influence.

He who brings this charge, judres merely from
the seriouz expression of eountenance which many
professors of religion wear, and from the voluntary
relinquishments of the gayeties of life which is
observed to take place when they unite with the
church of God. No estimation is made of the
grand equivalent which piety gives for the renun-
ciation of such vanities. Men leok enly at the
crosg.  They take their views from the self-demial
and the labore which he who bears it 1s called upon
to meet. They have ne standard by which to
judge but their own experience, or rather, they
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geermn not to adopt any other; and finding their
own joy, and, we may add, their only joy, to be
inseparable from the pleasures and the honors of
the world, they conclude, that he who for the
gake of religion voluntarily foregoes them, rust
of necessity be condernned to a life of despendency
and gloom.

But has it never occurrcd to those who bring
this charge, that since they have not themselves
made a practical experiment of the inlluence of
pieiy, they ave not properly qualified judges in the
casc ! Dy the laws of God we are permiited to seck
the highest amount of true and permanent felicity
of which our nature i1s susceptible. Does this true
and enduring happiness lie in the path of the pleas-
urist and the worldling ! Then would the Chris-
tiun be unwise for travelling out of it. He would
be warranted, 1t mizght almost be sald, in retracing
his steps—--in hastening away from a region where,
according to the supposition, no sunlight falls npon
his path, nor {ragrant flower hlooms to enliven it ;
but where every step 1s planted with thorns to
pierce his feet as he explores his melancholy way
throngh the waorld.

While sueh iz the picture of a life of piety which
fills the imagination of the gay world, their swn
path, they would have ue understand, is one per-
petual series of delights. 1t is implied in their



