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PREFACGCE,

Ty fillawing Teetures were defivered in the epring of 1850, They
wera ot ovigially writhen out, but defivered ovally ufter heing eare
fully sladied, a8 an advonate ab the Bar speaks frorn his' # hriel”™ When,
therefore, T wes vequasted by my songregation—in a epivit which made
my duty plain—to publish them, T found myself, should I cowply, quite
likely to dieappoint any rewders who heard them, by at lesst the loss
thoy might el of thal move frosh nd vivaelons manucy, which he-
longa o extempurunesns apeceh. Much or the old dame [l whe,
when naled to sign u request b0 her Fastor fora copy of a ecrmon for
the press: “Le?” seid she, *it's nomae: yun may print the ssrmod,
but you can't print the fomaf® And in truth, © the tonc” is of some
importanse, even if it be not the best in the world.  The Lectares had
to b weitten out from the brief s the excitement of & large sid earmest
audigues waz pone ; the mubter had been in & eonsidersble degres Als=
rwiasad from my micd 5 2od it waa very muoh like beginning o do over
again i ool Blood whwt ad bees doma ina glow. T gomfess, there
fore, to gome relustance at Smst G0 aatting abomit {1ie eceRmry Pepa-
ratinn fu the pross.  But cirowmetances conspined to urge me : nireom-
stunoes which asemed at once to orests and o indleate a fredi demand
in $he eommunity, for u re-prasontation of the grounds on which & fndth,
s me neatimably precious, rests. My own deep love and gratiiude for
thus faith which hae been baplieed with the name of Unilevianiam
my convietion of its being the original amd eesemtind fafth of Lhe New
Testament snd the primitive Churceh, and destined et to necover its
Tl npon the affeetions and the allegionos af Christendomy my per-
snasion that 16 B altogether withool wareant either to denounce or re-
guedl ma fnfidel that vast majority of our popalation which i now un-
happily disanciated from oll the religiow ingtitutiona of this nominnlly
hriatfan lanf—sinee smong the portion of it mos indifferent or most
opposed to the orthodox dispensution of the Gospel, muny might be
found ready to m';upt., could they ouly be brought to nnderstend, oo
more rationnd and Seripsurl views ; my obseretion, matwi Uirtpeeding
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the wide-spread and deepseated popnlar prefudiee sgainat Tattarianiam,
of the increasing infiuence of it principlea of interpretation of the
Heriptures, of its riode of regarding the Seriptures themesives, and of
fts ecugentin]l nnd peonlise apleit, wpon the gpeneval tone of religious
thought wnd disewssion ; bave all wrged and helped me on.

The s, [initarianism, I cars litle for in f=elf, though I Fle it a3
sufficiently apt and distioetive, where and 80 Tong 08 a distinotion must
B kit ; aed while I see the thiag which it denotea doing its work, snd
Tegwening the mazs, howerer imackmowiedged o mnobeesrved cven, by
those whom it is deing perhaps thy most te blesti—yes, doing the waork
of arthodoxy, and by degrees winning it prestige—I am cuntent. By
a1 never expeoted to see it go with & vash ; bot sioea [ have been
alils to note the curvent of relipions thought, snd cepecindly sinec the
greal controversy more dlun hirty yews sgo, o Eorgpe, in (ireat
Fritain, wl at hame, ending to and largaly resulting in more Tiberal
views wod o move Jiberad apiiin T the very horem of the orthodoex
‘churches ; o sce how these pervade the Bear literainre of the age—
Tow they are splapging she bowwds within wihieh men of difforent
e apd #eetd ean eo-operake Tor the tenest Christianization of soe
cietyand the warld—how they are driving imolerane: sed higotey el
ntn the skulking-places of wers rnerane: wed superstition--1 feel moee,
that ull idut me Buve becn mosl cedy to eonfend for under that acme,
Wah never more sctive or mizhty. The pructivsl rocognision of the
great trnthe, wor meraly of One Gon, but of Ooe God, the TATTIER—
of Oue allsuffcient Buviour, sthe Barbour of ofl, and wet of an “ dact™
portion of the ey only— of the Holy Bpiet of owr Father in heavan,
the {omforter ever resdy to come into the bearts of oll who seck it—
of the brotberbowd of mun, in which ofl the great mberests of the mee
mr geen Lo D inreparably one, and aa such to be regurded awud cared
for by the Ohaeeh of Ohrist more than any or oll mattors of oreed or
hilief—thoge among the leading truths, which Tnitarisnisn bus wlvars
beld deur and bes alwara faithfolly contended for, apart from all mets-
physiend subtletfes and confosion of tongues, were never more empha-
gized than now in the Chrisiies consclousness, whatevar the lnyalry,
profizsed fn awy quarter, to symbaola and confessions in effecs fast prow-
inr obisilety,

The weeessity of the orge has oompelled me to 2 more vigid adher
enoe to purely dogmatic statement and disenssion, than T eonld have
wished. Dolisving, na T do, in Christlanity ss an Awthoritative, Te-
verled Religion, and that it g4l suffers feomw corroptions mducsd by
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filse glosses and interpeetations of its Meeords, T am anfeigedly anx-
jons to commend it o its fimplicty to the serlons and devoal ingueirer.
Wot that | do not balieve, on the one hend, that a Calvinist, or » Trin-
ilgrion of any stamp, and, on the other, thut w Thist, a Naluraliet, a
Rationalist, muy be s good as—perhaps better than—many who hoast
tonst loudly of their Christian faith 3 tnt that God, heving seen i b0
vevenl Tila will threugh his Bon, it i3 my bounden duty, as one w0 whomn
it hus come, not enly to see to i thet L anderstand azight, aceegt, wnad
obey ibub Revelation, just ud 3 355 bot as one of i Ministers, akd
others 1o do the same.

1t any think such Leeinres are not needed, beoause orthodowy has in
many yuerkerd, or In many rerpewda hoen ameliozated, it remaine frue that
ey the Thoat [ibersl erilodog hodies or churches sl vetain Wheir old
Svmbols, Citechizms, and Conlissions of Faith ; wied that by these In by
fur the rrerwiclming majoity of ceecs, T8 & man's Staess to he or be-
pomie & member of the Ubrbstisn Chureh, tested,  Ho long as wweh B8
the fiet, 5o loog most fhess disousiond hava place.

This woeds ovthodos and srthodory, nee of course wsed thoughoot the
volme, as merely designasing the populsr faith, or the faith poufessad
by ke majority, [ have alo ofien introduesd © copeessions of Tria-
Hukma" s mob, surdy, hassnse Trinitarian expositions or eriticies aro
in themselves of more welght Shan these of our own homsebold of faith,
il beoasa they are in the nature of attestations from the oppesite sida
uf the wemment, in every glven case, to Uhe strongth of our position. Is
it suffciently known, thet the entiee Toitarian argument muy be Ems-
tudeced by tho poncesgione” of Truitarian evpositors wnd oritics, in
rafarence to evary polns of Seriplure, aed the Histoey of the Choreh 2%

Tt will a& onee he seem, that T plank myself upon the Bible, amad eegpe-
cintly the New Teatament of eur Lovd wnd Saviour Josue Ghrist I
hold, shat & just interpretasion fs needed Lo Dring ouk the spleb from
beneath the letter, I believe in progress ; but in religions mattars,
progress within Christisnily, not outside or beyond it The Gospel is
gpecintly the rebigion of progress ; hay always been, and will slweys he
in mivance of the highest relizious growth of man,  To leave ity would
be gnly religionsly to retrograde. Progress? Vem Laf remember

# Lot my rendes conault shat remackable voluma of John Wilson, entifled, # Q-
erssbons of Triniberiaes," publisked b Foslasd, o 18425 nnd his * Tablarlan Frin-
cigles conflrmed Ty Teinitarinn Testlmonics,” 20 rol, of the *Thealigical Library™
of the Amerlsan Unkarlsn Assarlation, Boston, 1608



