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PREFACE

——

Iy writing this sketeh of the lifs and times of
Mahdrdja Ranjit Singh I bave made large and fre-
quent nse of my former works on the cognate sulb-
jects : The Punjab Chiefs, The Rijds of the Punjal.
and Lhe Lo of Tolevitunee o Sith Chiefships,  On
these Dhooks several years of my oflieial life, and
severnl subseguent yoars of sach leizare na hoelongs
to Indian officials, were emploved. They eontain i
full detail the listories of all the great Sikh families
in the Punjab proper and the Cls-Sutlej territorie:
of the men whi were the conrticrs, the advigers, and
generals of the great Mabdrdjd, There was no
noble family in the provinegs with which I was not
personally sequainted, apd frow thelr records and
informatiom, az wueh as from oflicial wanuseripl:
and  docwments: the history of the thne was com-
piled. Tt is thus ebviens that I aw compelled
plagiarize frown wysell.  To Dr. Ernest Trompp s
work on the Adi Geenth, T am indebted for son
portion of the imformation eontained in the Chapte
im The Sikh Theoeracy, and to Mr. Denzil Thbetson's
admirable Census Report of 1881, for cortain stavistics
and deduetions therefrom.
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