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“Bi quid inexpertam scenas committis, ot andes
Personam formare novam ; servetur ad imom,
Qualia ab incepto™p ity et sibd constat
Difficils est proprie communia dicers ; tague
Rectius [liscum carmm deducis in actos,
Quam si proferres ignota indictaque primus.

- - - -

-

Neo sio incipies, nt seriptor Cyclicos olim ;
“ Portunam Priami eantabo of nobile bellum. "
Quid dignum tanto feret hic promissor hiatu?
Parturient montes, nascotur ridiculas mos:
Quanto rectius hic, qui nil molitor inepts ;
s Die mikd, Mz, virum, captas post tempore Trolae
4 Oui moves Aomeinum mullorum widit et wrbes.”
Nom fumum ex folgore, sed ex famo dare lucemn
Cogitat, ut spaciosa dehine miraculs promat,
Axntiphaten Scyllamqus et cum Cyelope Charybdin;
Nec reditum Diomedie ab inberite Mealangri,
Nee gemine bellum Troiannm orditur ab ovo;
Bemper ad aventum festinat ab in medias res,
Non secus ac notes, anditorem rapil, et quae
Denparat tractata nitesoars poase, relinguit,
Atque ita mentitur, sic veris falsa remiscet,
Primo ns medinm, madio ne dissrepet imum.”

G Horatil Flace, de drie Poeticn.
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PREFACE,

dr Tor Gxemay Proveason, FaspErior Von ScErzesn, v
Hi5 Lrorvkzs oN TAR 'Pricosorny o¥ HisTORY;' DELIVERS THE
FOLLOWING SENTIMENTS —

“Tar marvellous and living Mythology in the glorious old poetry
of Greece, justly ccoupies® here the first place, for all the arts,
even the plastic arts, had their origin in this first Homerie souree.
And this fresh living stream of mythic fictions and heroic traditions,
which has flowed, snd eontinues to flow, through all ages and nations
in the West, proves to us, by a mighty historical experience which
determines even the most difficult problems, {and this hes been
universally ncknowledged in Christian Burope} that all classical
education, —all high intellectual refinement, is and should be
grounded on poetry,—that is to sy a poetry, which, like the
Homerie, springs out of natural feelings, and gmbraces the world
with a clear intuitive glance, For there can be no eomprehensive
culture of the human mind—no high and barmonicus development
of its powers, and the varionz famlties of the soul,—uniess all
those deep feelings of life, that mighty productive emergy of
human neture, the marvellous imagination,—be awakened and
excited, and by that excitement and exertion, attain an expansive,
nobls, and beantiful form. This the experience of all ages has
proved, and hence the glory of the HMomeric poems, and of the
whole intellestual refinement of the Gresks, which has thence sprung,
has remained imperighable. Were the mental cultore of any
people founded aclely on & dead, cold, abstract science, to the
exclusion of ell poetry, such a mere mathematical people,—with
minde thus sharpened and pointed by mathematical discipline, wounld

* ing to what is moat interssting in the character, life, and intellect
of the Grosks, e !
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and could never possess a rich and various intellectunl existemce ;
nor even ever attain to s living science, or a true science of life.
The characteristic excellence of this Homerie, and in general of all
the Greek poetry, is, that it observes a wise medinm between the
gigantio fictions of oriental imagination, even as the puver creations '
of Todian fancy display ; and that distinctness of view, that broad
knowledge and observation of the world, which distinguish the ages
of prosaic narrative, when the relations of eociety become at onee
more refined and more complicated. In this poetry, these two
oppoxite, and almost incompatible qualities are blended and united,
—the fresh enthusisam of the most liring feelings of nature,—a
blooming, fertile, and captivating fancy,—and a clear intuitive
perception of life,—are joined with a delicacy of tact, & purity and
karmuny of tasts, excluding all exaggeration,—all false ornament,—
and which few nations since the Greels, none perhapa in an equal
degree, certalnly none before them, have ever posessed to a like
dxtent,

This poetry was interwoven with the whole publie Lfs of the

Greeks, the public spectacles, games, and popular festivals were so
many theatres for poetry.
- No nation has ever yet been able to equal the charm and amenity
of Homer, the elevation of Hschylus, and the noble beanty of
Sophocles, and perheps it is wrong even to sspire to their excellence,
for true beauty and sublimity can never be mequired in the path
of imitation,"—p.p. 258, 240, '

Bchlegel shows, by a long procesa of inductive evidence, how the
Homeric poetry was the crown and perfection of a long series of
Bardic poems.  In pointing out the chameteristic features of these
poems ; he inquires what iz understood by the poetry of nature,
ehows that it is perfectly compatible with art, that there is & wide
difference between the natoral and the rude, that Homer is
distingunished aa much for delicacy of perception, accuracy of delin-
eation, and sagscity of judgment; as for fertility of faney, and
energy of passion.—p. 6.



