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PREFACHE.

Havinag for many years taken considersble interast in Birds, more
particularly Water Birds, and having collected some of the kinds
in their varions states of plumage at the differant seasons, T heve
sometimes made nobes respecting them. From such these scraps
heve been compiled, snd I venture to hope they may afford
smueement, if not eome trifling instroction, to these who may
have the opportunity to see them. :

An apology eeema doe for my venturing to write on what is
perhaps usually conmdered s thread-bare subject; and especially
tor putting theee seraps inte their present form, but the lover of
Nature spame never to become tired of resding snother's ideas,
who has devoted some of his attention to her works; and really,
when we consider that the more we know we only find ont how
troly ignomnt we are, it gives one some emcouragement to try
and find out more sbout them. Whatever number of us there
msy be interested in such like pursuits, each one will most cer-
tainly observe things differently and represent them acoording to
his idess; and I would guerd all readers against adopling any
particular writers' theories or statement of facts or probabilitics,
g0 different are men's views, and so will be their manner of re-
presenting and describing them.

Ko one can expect his work to be without many errors, bat 1
noed only add, if the perusal of these miscellaneous writinge
{which I fear contain many repetitions) give any one » slight
stimulus in the direction of following a most interesting study
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my object i sttained: my having made notes originally was to
sequire information and not to give it.

Much of what a man kmows must die with him at any rate,
however much he writes. I believe, however, those who do
write, on reading afterwards what they have writben a few yoars
before, if they wrote again would find that their wrntings must
contain meny alterations, and even perhape contradietions,

Buch a subject as the present is inexhsustible, and there will
always be food for the mind for all beginners to enguire after
and to find.

1 do not venture to take the trouble or responsibility of printing
these soraps execept merely as presents to those I meet with whoe
might take inferest in them, and I frust they will net erificize
my occasional employment too revercly.

It in impoasible for me to exaggerate the amusement aud plea-
sure I have derived for years in acquiring the information which
is contained in these scraps, and these must be taken as the ape-
logy for my conceit in wishing them not fo be entirely lost sight
of.

North Jesmond, Newewstfe-on-Tyma,
Getober, 1878,

Perhape I may add & catalogue of my collaction, with the dates
of capture and states of plumage of the birds in it, which in it
self would show to a certain extent the time of their arrivel an
our shores and of their departure, and with ecme remarks on
some of them. '
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A Naturelist's Fiew of the Exfension of the Close-Time of the
Sea-Birds Preservation Act sn Northumberlend, and on the pro-
tection of wild Bivds generally. By Cmas. Musray Apamson.

A rEw weeks ago [ observed in the newspapers that the Home-
Becretury had extendsd the closetime in thie county, Northum-
berland, from the Ist day of Angust to the lst day of Scptember.
I presume this has eapecial referemce to the hirds breeding at
the Farne Islands. These Islands are 1 believe private property,
and are let at an annual rentsl : tho conscquence of this is that
a great number of the egge are gathersd for sale. In addition to
this the poor birds during the summer are distarbed and ill-treated
by the namerons steamboat Toads of people, often lawless, whom I
am told sometimes overawe the fow persons residing on the Ts-
lands wha ought to be the bird protectors. Under the eircum-
stancen, however, I rather question their boing eo. I they are
allowed to make as mueh money as they can from the eges, they
of conrse take thoee egas which are most uncommen, and which
bring tho highest prices, and thuas the rarer species eutfer most.
When I visited these Ielands carly in July, 1875, the keoper
of the cuter lighthouss, who mud he had been there only & shord
time, told mo hia predecessor had a large family, and that during
the pummer time they had lived elmost entirely on the cggs.
He had himsclf 8 number of eges ready blown, severnl of which
I bought for my childron at threo shillings a dozen. Af that
time thers werc some young birds, ameng thems Puffine nearly
full grown, one of which we took from a hele and returned:
there were also egge of most of the kinds of birds which breed
on the Islanda. Near the end of the month there were young
Gulls and Terns, some Aying, on the inner Ielands, but we enuld
not find one j’ﬂung Oyster Catcher, nor did we see old Oyster
Catchers fying about and showing, as they alweye do by their
anxiety, that they had young. I therefore presume none gok
sway that year, for we looked prefty closely, as the commander
of the gun-hoat whom we were with wanted one for & pet. That
year one Sheldrake’s nest was found on the lslend, but our in.
formant living fthers told us he had tuken the eggs himself.
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That year I de not think any young Cormorants got away, as,
Iate in July, this species all had recently laid eggs, many nesta
having only one egg, and not a young bird was to be seen. Beveral
young Terns were flying, but there were still plenty of Terns’
eggs. Probably many of these, in consequence of the lateness
of the season, would mever be hatched, and if they were, the
old birdas would very likely forsake the young before they arrived
af suflicient ape to teke care of themselves, as the old ards of

. some speciea seem to leave their breeding grounds at a fized
time, probably to get to some other locality in time to moult or
for some other reason we do not understand. The oconsequence
of the destruction of the egga is, that the birde do not hatch
their young at the tfime Nafure intended they shonld, and thelr
seaeen is altogether disarranged.

Wo saw no young Eider Ducks following the old females, many
of which were in flocke. I am quite willing to edmit the gross
croclty practised at these Islands by summer visitors, Lut the
worst part is perhaps net the shooting; the voung birds are
wantonly destroyed, snd in 1875 the grsss on the lsland inha-
bited by the Pulfine was set on fire and many of the old birdas,
as well a8 the young, were burnt in their heles. How is a rops-
tition of thie to be prevented? In 1874 some young Black-
backod Gulls were not sble to fiy In Beptember, and we saw at
that late season a young Eider Duck only recently hatched.

During our visits o the Islands in 1875 we did not see the
Boseate Tern; meverthelesas it might be there amongst the nem-
bor of birds and escape our obesrvation, although this bird’s cry
and flight make it conspiewous to any cne knowing it. One of
the Outer Farnes was frequented by the Arctic Terns, and one
of the Inner Farnes by the Common Tern.

Under the present law it would appear that the owners of land
have 110 more right to take the eggs on it except such as are espe-
¢ially protected by Aots of Parlinment, than a strenger; and I
have been informed, that some years sinee the question about the
right or legality of taking the Farne Island eggs was put to the
toat. Bome men were summoned for taking them; they employed
& lawyer to defend them; and when the case was to have come
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on it wae withdrawn, the prosecuting partics having discovered
there was no law to reach the sccused. Generally speaking,
the kinda of birds which suffer most are snch 88 breed in num-
bers together. 'When they breed in such numbers together ond
the eggs are 80 caeily found, great destruction may be made in &
very short time. Tt is nof so where the birde are evenly distri-
buted over & large tract of country. The only remedy against
such wanton mischief woold be an Act of Parliament causing
eggs and all other produce on lands to belong to the proprietors
of the sgil. This might be done, perhaps, by & Permissive Bill,
whereby the proprietors might be able to protect their property
or not as they thought right.

Now, I would not for one moment defend the destruction or
wanten molestation of breeding birde; T wonld have them atrietly
protected ; but it does scem unnecesssrily hard to elosa the time
for shooting birds in a whele county in order to protect them on
a emall pertion of ground where they ought to be private pro-
poriy. At the present tima it would eppear to be contrary fo
law {o prevent any person landing on the Farne Tslands between
high and low water mark, and even if they landed sbove high
water mark, it would be diffieult to prove damage oo such barren
ground.

In the latter part of July, some years mince, Mr, John Hancock
and T visited, with Mr. Loah who then resided in the neighbour-
hoodr a breeding place, in Lancashire or Westmorland, of the
Lesser Black-backed Gull, the commonest Farne Island bird;
and they, young and old, hed left the distriet, excepting one
young bird, which was fully fledged, end an old bird, probably its
parent. We then went to Waloey Telund whers the birde were
proteeted, the Black-headed Gulls and the Bandwich Tarns, the
latter alse a common Farne Tsland bird, had all flown and gone ;
whilet at Fowley, where the hirde were net protected, the Com-
mon Tern, and the Roseate Tern, which wes there far from un-
common, still had eggs and young. "We were fold that on this
Teland the eggs wern gathersed to be nsed in melking varnish.®

® It was daring this expadition Mr, Hancock shot the Tern with & eockle on its baalk,
which bé mentlons in his Cataligna It was & mther exceptional bind, I sthink an imme-



