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PREFACE.

Asr a miser loves his gold, as & tender mother her only child,
even 80 love I my Mure, and though the wild flowers it has been
my lot to cull Bo but at the Lee of the lofty hill of Pansassns,
yet they erc not less dear, nay, they wee perhaps dearer. Lovwe
evor regards with & tender care, & more wetchinl interest, that
which clings tn it for protection and support. From the simple
gtore my Lyre hes prodoced, [ soloct a few to presemt to my
friends ; and although T fear tha radness of my lay will not fied
its way to the hearts of the masg—yet, I troat, even they will
pardon, and in some messnre, torges ite melancholy in its teuth,
Were the quiet and pensive Dove to echo (he lond and joyous
note of the Latk, or the grave Owi to horrow the gay plumage
°f. the Pescock, such an assumption would be bat a meckery,
and agit il wpon them-—" Order is Heavew's firstelow™—1 trust,
therefore, my little Book will not meet with ntter neglect, shounld
it he fortunste enough te gain aspproval in any other respect,
because it breathes s deep and plaintive strain. Flowers, the
wild and wucultiveted, are not the lesa eweei that they are
sprinkled with dew. )

Warwick, June, 1546,
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