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Dedication,

THERE s o custom. o very good aml opgeoprinte costory of honoring hernes
with Loedintions of ene koud or another, that shall to sorme extent indhcale their
noble deeds. Certain conziderations entitle Coonectient 1o the position of
Bergine armong ber siater Btates. As such ilis teibote is offered. e the belic!
that a record of her srelife will he te her glore s and s respectidly dedicated

te the people of the State,






INTRODUCTIQON.

HE history of the fine ars in o siogle State; at firsl thosght, weold appear cither
thoroughly insignificant, or so closcly allied ro the are-life of other States as o

he of no interest if solaed and prepared withoat reference to those others.  Never
theless, the more careful the stedy bestowed upon the sabject, the more evident it
will hecome that there eay be exceptions.  Ome intimate with the history of the
fine arts in Connecticnt witl be readily convinead that this State presents, o the
lover ol art, a romance tichly merting an individeal chranicle.

The subject is one which hes been much neglectad threeghout the States, even
Ty those who derive the most benelic and pleasaee frome the productions of art,
This lack of mterest is due o great part 10 igronee and prejudice, which the gowd
public witl ghelly do away with i it may be male appanent, together with a means of
relief. W take o naviemal peide o the perfection of thal which comes in competi-
tion with the proadactions of Farope.  Straogely, o g uns of paintieg and seulp-
ture, that most of zlb dispiy the direct power of wzn's wind and hand, there 33 doss
interest and enthusinam on the pant of the pulblic hae inany other production,
Diouhtless art depends upon jastice for suceess. Lot the pablie s not always just,
Not that it is in the heart of man to abuse willingly, but that mmntentionally many
hinderances are placed in the way of art-progress, aml moch injusaes done,. ‘Uhe
mast comprehensive view of a landscape, a day, or a lifetime, is a retrospective
ViEw.

I the signs of the times b trae, that the fove af ar 35 waxing strong inthe States,
a glance backward, before too many steps are laken, may e of greas value in scour-
ing a progress which shall be warned by the failures of the past, advised by the expen-
ments, encouraged and directed by the successes. We can more easily recognize
and denounce injustice ard prajudioe when we see them in bistory than when they
become o part of daily lite and common custom,  Cavse and effect are then more
clearly defined in their relationship. Tust now is & time of unusval enthosiasm, a
season of art-revival, such as in former days preluded the advent of men like Apelles
and Angelo.  There wiel be grand results in the Tnited States outgrowing from this
and that State o set hersell most systenstically and emphatically to the sk of
taking the tide av itz fzll flood will e the first to e led on 1o foroe,
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Vi Jitroduetion.

A local history of art, which, as in the eas¢ of Connecticut, covers but little over
a century, cannot well be more or Jess than a biographical recard of artists who have
borne their part,  Upon this conclusion such sketches have been carefully prepared.
A few important facts are cailed from former publications ; but it has been possible
to gather many personal recollections concerning almost every artist, and the preater
part of each history given hereafter will be formed (rom endrely new matter. Every
living artist has been consulted, cither personally or by letter ; the former being the
case with a very large majority.  If any thing in the coming papers shall prove of
value, it is due to the fact that hardly an artist whe has been consulted has expressed
an unwillingness to assist in the preparstion of the work ; and, without exception,
those whose names Jdo most honor the history of at in Conoecticut have been in
erqual ratio most resdy 1o facilitate the collection of information,  In a great variety
of wavs, from the abandant resources throwm open by artists and their friends, the
facts, criticisms, and details have been obtained.

Tu make a complete Listory ol the art, it has appearcd that others than simply
natives of the State shauld be incladed, — such, for instanee, as, haviag identified
themselves with the State, cither by long residence, by holding impartant positions
a5 instructors inoart, or by having produced 1o the Stale pictures of  pre-eminent
merit, kave olivionsly fimparted an imporiane iaduence,

While, among e practitioners inthe ares of design, architects and engravers are
as justhy included as sewlptors and painters, the large aomber of the Iatter two st
exchude for the prescol the fortier: althongh, of the former, engravers do maost
cmphatically helong to Conectiont | for in tie history they form such an imyportant
part, that, imstead of negleer, shey dewsnd especizl and individueal attention. This
they shadl receive ina more approprisie wgnngr herenfler. For the present, painters
and sculptoms alone form the topic of dnvestigasion,

Amaong other diffculties, a great one has appeared in the absolue hupossibility of
erading the detailed ncconnis v any degree in accordauce winh the oerits of the
subjects in hand,  The sketches must vary in leogtn simply as matter of interest
has been obtained beadng no relation whatever to the position of the artist i
the art.

In this connection it 3 most seriously regretted that throughout the State many
ladies, undenially superior astists, with knowledge, talent, and possililities rarely
combined, have inssted nwpon helding themselves alool from art as o profession,
embracing it in the stodio, rebuking i3 in the street, That the right 1o chronicle
their achievements is thus withheld 39 unfortunate.  That the influence, inspirtion,
and enthusiosm with which proficicnt and ntelligent ladies, in large force, might
surround the art-life of the State, arc refused, i3 mere than unfortenate, It is o grave
question, whether the ahility of the artist, having beea bestowed, is rightfully wrapped
in o napkin, locked v in a private studio for she sole pleasire and benefit of o circle
of friends. Those who can do the mos: for ast are eminently those who have no
the grinding necessity for Lread as the peincipal pigment upon every palette,  Yet
those who can, free-handed, labor for glory, are oftenvr those who shrink into seclu-
sion, letting the art go 1is way, reliant upon others less able, moere willing. for support,




[ntrodtction, vii

S dung as they Teceive the marvellous recreation and enchantment in its rare society,
There is also a certain restromt naturatly pliced an any emleavor o speak plaindy
of the living,  Nevertheless, there being no incentive or desire cither o fatter or
defmme the living or the tlead, it mnst b sufficient cxpimation oo stae that those
of the present will be regardaed precisely as those of the past, and what 35 said be
saicl with o more consideradon that i will ever be read Dy the soliject of the Lio-
graphy than if the Jast icem of the recond were talen Do an fseripdion onea marble
slak,
A timely suggestion 12 contained i Whitticr's loes . —

UM
The =ndaest are these, * [0 gl have been'™

i :_|;| withtls af ‘.ull'igllﬂ.' oy ]_"|||

This thought 1= ollen, one might almost say always, present in oue shape or
another with the arlist of safficient mert to understand hiz oon Gulls, aod is with
pneh tnath attributed in some way e ile ek of pablic sympalhy,  In view of this
oltener just than st charge, 14 s Do commran clharmity thal we base our estimates,
especially o the eose of arusts who e e, wpon theie excellences rather than
their delviencies.  Such caeellences it will be the oim of these papers 1o detect,
avoiding more than 2 neition of weaker points. The chiel desive will e, neilther 1o
criticise, nor by any estiveate of individual o comparative alilicy, Tk, in presenting
all facts of interest thal can he gathered concennng the ar-life of each devatee, to
trust to the principle, thal aconaiiog the public with the nan ooy assist i the
forming of fndivideal eniticizmes aod estimates that shal: be of value not only for the
past, but in the fitvre.  Therefore these papers, taking up the artist only as a part of
art, shall make wo pretenzions whalsoever 1o any thing meeee. Nor shall the popalar
comparisons ba msatuted hetween the work of Connectiezt artists and that of Eure-
e maslers, aither cotlemporry arlisis or of wees sl o willt the work of other
American artists. Soech ooz ane ealertzinimg ;. when fvornlile, ﬂulll'rill.g;
when uofvorable, energiong, pechaps, Dok on the whoke, they are arrelevant ; ool
ag, with pessibly one branch excepred, the highest praise bestosable apon American
art 5 that i approsimaces the work of certain old masters, jealousy tempts the sulject
mto silenee, while other methods are tested to raise the standard of art in our own
dhear Lowd, G0 that time skall come, of which the hopefie] prophets already detect
betokenings, when Ameriea may beckon Furope, old masters and new, into realms
mnexplored by chem, and anoocigivahey that shall he theirs wocopy instead of ours to
equal,  The fets presenced shall be ooly those concerning the artists as ariss of
Connectient, and of which ao kaown donbe exists. The peide and patriotison of the
people of Connectiont must T depended wpoa, who, knowing the arnst, or of he,
and having seen Lis work, or ac least being able Loosee i for geeselves,

wall appre-
ciate a closer view of the homespon web that sweroureds Tine ;s wh, l,'1:n:;'.'.'ir1'-,_; i
better, and his work Letter, shall perchanee love hom more, aml prize his work with
a more profitable appreciation, 10 this el De reacled, o great sneeess will have been
gainedl,

There are several tmportant galleries of aet i the State, of BSoth pablic and pa-



