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PREFACE.

—

THE present Dissertation on the English Verb was occa-
gsioned by the offer of prizes to my Anglo-Saxon students in
The Carpell University, by the Early English Text Socicty of
London, through thelr Secretary, F. J. Furnivall, Esq., to
whom all students of the English language and literature
must feel deeply indebted, for the umtiring energy he has
shown for years, in securing the literal reproduction in type
of the best existing M35, of Early English works.

The prizes consisted of certain valuable publications of the
Society. But one subject was given to the classes—"The
History and Development of the English Verb"—and the fiest
prize was awarded, without a question as to its saperior merit,
to the author of this Disscriatien ; and It was on my testi-
mony to iis value as a contribution to the study of the English
language, that his friend, Dr. J. €. Rodrignes, editor of =0
Novo Mundo," in New-York City, to whom he js indebted
for his education at The Comell University, generously offered
to primt it at his own expenso, '

It may not be considered out of place to state, that Mr.
Schwerdtfeger entered the University at the beginning of the
winter term of 1373-74, he not being of the required age, siz-
teen pears, to enter at the beginning of the year. His studies
in English philology have all been pursued since his admis.
sion to the University. He learned, during the winter tera,
to read the Anglo-Saxon with perfect ease, and in addition to
what was read in class, daring the winter and spring terms,
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namely, the Anglo.5axon selections contained in my Hand.
Bock of Anglo-Saxon and Early English, he read all the Semi-
Saxon and Early English eelections given, from Ln;amun to
Chaucer, and either read entire, or examined with care, the
works cited on the last page.

This will be considered a pretty good wdpepyow, along with
all the other studies of the department of the University 1o
which he is attached ; but I make the statement as an evidence
of the honest work that has been bestowed upon the Disserta-
tion, 8

I would add that the auther has received no help of any
kind in its preparation, beyond the regular instruction of the
class-room. - The second-proods were sent o me from New-
York, and [ was obliged, by reason of other engagements, to
read them very hastily. The typographical and other errors
will, however, be found to be buot few, and those unimporiany

HIRAM CORSON.

“THe ComverL UsiversiTy, 24 August, 1874
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THE ENGLISH VERB.

L
THE ANGLO-SAXON PERIOD (TILL 1150 A.D.)

§ 1. Tre Anglo-Saxon Verb has two voices, the Active
and Passive; the latter, however, being found as a simple
form only in the past participle, the other parts being
compounds of the verbs sewrlirn and swesan, used as
auxiliaries with the past participle. There may origi-
nally have been a special passive form, of which some
traces are still perhaps to be found in the weak wverbs
in -fen, the § comesponding seemingly to the Old Norse
terminations gw, fa, &z, which are allied to the Sanskrit
4y that has the same functions and s besides used to
form the passive; and it seems probable that they (g,
Ja, ka) may have been used for the same purpose, before
the origin of the modemn passive of the Scandinavian
languages, formed by adding to the active -s& (later -s£)
in 0. Norse, and -# in Danish and Swedish, these termi-
nations being weakened forms of the reflexive pronoun
k% Of the Afedia! form nothing remains, excepting an

*Vids Holmboe's Dt Oddworske Perdum, pp. 2, 12, What he says
Usere may apply also to the A.-S,, for as Earla observes: "' In fact, it
wonld ba hardly too much to say, that a description of the elder verbs
of any of thess languages (the Germanke) would, with very slight alie-
eations, pass for a deseription of the elder verbs afany of the others™
{Plifology of the Enplich Tompue, p, 228), " The endings po, fr, b2,
say: Holmbos, " indicate parily the purely neutral siale of existence
{det reent wentvale Tilitandsbegredy, partly inchoatives and passivres,
partly causatives or factives;” ond examples moy eastly be found
amaonyg the verls In -ix, corresponding to these significations, as: 1.}
stealiian, wiviae, w dwell, ple; ) dogaoe, 10 dawn ; wssfiza, to become
misty, ete.; 3.) Mdfegiaw, to make bloody; 3&deizw, to bleach, ete. It
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instance given by Koch, of d Ad# occurring in the sense
of the Gothic Aeiadi, T call myself. *  Dut both of these
forms must have disappeared at a very early period of the
language, in accordance with the general tendency of all
the Aryan dialects to discard them, which may be ohserved
already in the Sanskrit in its somewhat irregular use of
the Medial, and still more 50 in the later Indian dialects.t

§ 2. There are five moads, the indicative, subjunctive,
imperative, infinitive, and participle ; two simple fenses,
the present and past; two swwrbers, singular and plural;
the dual, still found in the Gothic, having disappeared
from the verb, although still in use with the personal pro-
nouns of the first and second pers. ; and three perrons, the
first, second, and third,

§ 3. As in the other Germanic languages, there are two
orders of verbs, the sérong and the wwewd, the former of
which form the past by a change of the roat-vowel of the
infinitive, the so-called Addiess of German grammarizns,
while the pst. prt. ends in -m, either with or without ac-
companying Adlest. The weak wverbs form their past
tenses by affixing -oe or -f, either immediately to the root
or with a connecting vowel (o, @, ¢}, and the past prt. by

is alsa worthy of remark that most of the verbs in -&a are inteansitve
(Loth's Awgelifehrisch-Engplische Grammatik, p. 115); butlt sdems to be
the genersl opinion that this ¢ is merely aconnecting vowel (Mitzner's
Englicche Crrommatid, 1. 320, Morris's Explich Accidence, p. 173 #l2.),
and Iwould therefore be extremely careful to advance this opinion,
especlally as it s at moat only a conjecture, J

* Koch's Huplirehs Gramnaatik, 1. pp. 243, 343.

+ Holmboe's Offw. Ferd, p. 12, " In the Prakrit cceurs only the
present and imperative of the passive, together with the participles | in
Pali it shows strong symptoms of declining use; in Bengalee and
Hindustanee it i always circumscribed ; in Gothie it has only the in-
dicative and subjuncilve present, Bul few traces of the Medial gecur
In Prakrit and Gothle, while it has altogether disappeared from the Pall,
Bengalee and Hindustanee, In the O, Norse the Medisl, as o sepa-
rate verbal form, is entirely unknown."

w
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adding -7 or -, sometimes with and sometimes without a
connecting vowel. One class of the weak order has
moreover a change of the root-vowel in the pst. temse
and pst. pre.

§ 4. The strony verds may be divided into 21 classes,n
according to the root-vowel of the inf (corresponding to
the root-vowel in the 1 p. sg. and entire pl. of the prs.
ind., the pres. subj, the imp, and prs. pre); of the 1 p,
sg. of the pst. indic. (corresponding to the 3 p. pst sg.};
of the pl. ind. pst. (corresponding to the 2 p. sg. pst. ind.
and the entire pst. subj.) and of the pst. prt.  The first
11 of these classes have the same root-vowel in the sg,
and pl of the pst. ind. and subj., while in the remaining
10 classes, the x and 3 p. sg. ind, have a vowel different
from the other persons of the pst. ind. and the whole pst.
subj, The root-vowels of the 21 classes are:

Infinftive.  Past Sing, Fast PL Past Part.
1. en en el ea
11, g el el i
III. efl ed e el
Iv. il i el &
v, = e el i
vI. g & {ed) & (ed) i
VII. ) & (ed) & (ed) i
VIII. a & (eh) & (ed) a
IX. a Ii] b a

X ea () b i} a (ea, =, €)

XI e {a) O i a
XIT e - & e
X i = & e

XIV. i (e, &) el ef (@ &) i(eo€)
XV, e o iy o
XVI. i a i u
XVII, [ = “u! o
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Infinitive. Past Sing. Past P, Iast Parc
XVIIL e (e, i) ea u o
XIX, ed (i) el B o
XX, § i i i
XXL i a u u*

= § 5. The preseni inmdivafive does not always contain the
stem-vowel, and so we find that in the xyth, 18th, 19th
and zoth classes, the original stem-vowel & has been
weakened in the pres. to £ in the rgth end 16th classes
the stem-vowel & () to £ (£); in the 12th, 13th and 14th
the vowel & (a2, &) also to f, ¢ while in the 2ath the
stem-vowel £ isstrengthened in the pres. to .4 The con-
necting vowel, which comes between the stem and the
personal ending, was in the strong verbs originally
which is already weakened in the Gothic to 7 before s
and p, and this becomes ¢ in the A5 A few strong
verbs have fa (i) as a connecting vowel instead of &, and
£ has been hardened to g, or been broadened to iy, and in
some words has assimilated.f - Although the personal
ending has fallen off in the 1 p. sg. prs, the connecting
vowel has still been retained (dealde stand¢), This per-
sonal ending, criginally like the others a pronominal stem,
was in its [l form -mea, which was weakened first to
-mi and then to -m, preserved by the West Saxon in only
two verbs, eom and beeme ¢ while in the northern dialect
it is still found (i gesamm, John 4. 1g.; fe gedim, Luke 12,
18., etc., Novthumbrian Gospels, Koch), and also in the
weakened form -n (i ewelon, Marthew 6. 25, Koch).
The personal ending of the 2 p. was originally -#ve, which
was weakened to -# and then softened to-#. [t is found
in Gothic and Old Saxon as -5, which in A.-S. appears

* Loth's Ags-E, Grommatih, p. 104, Corson's HandHook of dmglo-
Savon and Early Euglish, p. 847,

t Koch's Engl Gr, 1. 215, o68, oya, 288,

- Ibid, L. za4-335.



