CONTES DE BALZAC,
WITH INTRODUCTION
AND NOTES



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649555550

Contes de Balzac, with Introduction and Notes by Honoré de Balzac & George McLean Harper
& Louis Eugene Livingood

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



HONORE DE BALZAC & GEORGE MCLEAN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

CONTES DE BALZAC,
WITH INTRODUCTION
AND NOTES

ﬁTrieste






b

Contes de Balzac

Edited, with Introduction and Notes

BY

GHORGHE McLEBAN HARPHR, Ph. D.
Assistant Professor of Freach in Princefon Usmiversify,

AND

LOTIS EUGENE LIVINGOOD, A. B.

Forneerly fuilriclor in Frenck and German in
Princelon Lhiversily.

WEW YORK:
WILLIAM R, JENKINS,

EDITEUR ET LIBRAIRE FRANCAIS,
B51-8g3 Sixru AvENUE,

Boston ; CarRL ScHOERHOY,



0

JOHN HOWELL WESTCOTT, Pr. D..
FProfessor of Lotia in Princelon Cuiversily,

WE DEDICATE THIS BOOE IN LOVING RECOGNITION

OF HIS HHELF AND FRIENDSHIF.






INTRODUCTION,

The popular charge against the French character and
against French work, that they are superficlal, is as constantly
refuted by facts in the realm of art as it is apparently confirmed
in the world of politics. Nowhere is the pursuit of letters
undertaken so religionsly and prosecuted so unweariedly as in
France. For lives devoted to science, one naturally looks to
Germany ; but with equal confidence, one may turn one's eyes
to Paris in search of indefatigable zeal in cultivating perfection
of literary style, and in training the faculties of literary obser-
vation. With few exceptions, the great reputations in French
litarature have been won by men of gigantic strength of endur-
ance, who demand ocur respect not more by their original
endowments than by the fortitude and patience with which they
disciplined themselves and marshalled their powers. Molidre's
achievement, for instance, is, to a greater extent than we should
suppose, quantitative, for without writing so many plays he
could not have exhibited the varlety of situation which is one
of his chief distinctions. Voltaire probably did more hard
work than almost any other author in any language. Diderot
toiled all his Hfe with a strenuousness and conscientiousness
which were not the only puritanical traits of his character. No
English novelist of the frst-class, except Walter Scott, has
produced half a5 many works of such even excellence as did
George Sand, Dumas, and Balzae,

And it iz in the highest degree auspicious for the literary
future of France that her best novelist, and the one who has
seemed, and still seems, the master of all others whose work is
progressive, should have been Balzac ; no light, rapid worker,
living in a wasteful Bohemian world, but one of the most
earnest men this age has seen, a seeker after truth, although
his art was fiction. I he had merely concelved the superbly
andacious idea of reproducing, in a series of tales, all the
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many-sided Mie of his time, we should have said he was s
genlus. When he actually accomplished what he set out to do,
and did it in & manner beyond praise, and in an abundance
that leaves nothing to be desired, we have no word left but
genivs stll, unless we add that he was a hero,

The best authorities for the life of Balze are: his sister's
memoir, ** Balzac, sa vie et ses ceuvres, d'aprés sa correspon-
dance, par Mme. L. Surville, née Balzac,” 1 vol, Calmann
Lévy, Paris, 1878 ; his correspondence, 2 vols., Paris, 1876,
gpon which Mr, Heory James has a fine essay in his
“ French Poets and Novelisis '*; ** Histoire des (Euvres de H.
de Balzac, par le Vicomte de Spoelberch de Louvenjoul,” 3d
edition, Paris, Calmann Lévy, 1888, Among criticisms which
have strongly influenced the world’s opinion of the man and
his work, the best are Champfleury’s essay on Balzac in his
“Grands Figures d°hier et d'avjourd’hui,'’ Sainte-Béuve's
essay in Vol IL. of ** Portraits Contemporaing,'’ and Taine's
celebrated treatise in his ‘' Nouveaux Essais de Crilique et
d'Histoire.”! There is an an article on Balzac by Mr. Frederick
Wedmore in the Great Writer Serles; Mr. Leslie Stephen has
written on the same subject ; and, finally, Miss Katharine P.
Wormeley has made an excellent compilaton from various
sources as an introductory volume to her translations, entitled
“ A Memoir of Honoréd de Balzac,” Roberts Brothers, Boston,
18g2, in which she allows Balzac to tell us his own life as far as
autobiographical material can be drawn from his stories and
letters. Miss Wormeley says that M. Marcel Barridre js the
most important eritic of Balzae to-day. (" L'Euvre de H. de
Balzac, €tude littéraire et philoscphique,” 1 wvol, Calmann
Lévy, Paris, 1850.)

Honoré de Balzac was born of wealthy and respectable
parents, in the the pleasant city of Tours, May 16, 1795. His
father, who had been a lawyer, was at that Hme filty-three
years old, and a man of positive views and many peculiarities,
At the age of eight, Honoré was sent off to a renowned board-
ing-school kept by the Oratorlan fraternity at Venddme, where
his sister affirms that he spent nearly seven years witkon! a
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single koliday, and whence he was taken in a pitiable state
of health, He had devoured most of the books in the school
library, but had come to adolescence through an unboyish
boyhood. The years at Venddme could not have been cheer-
less, however, If the philosophical novel, *Louis Lambert,”
gives us a true picture, as it perhaps does, of the inteltectual
joys he there discovered. It was a strange, deep life, and
doubtless saw the birth of the theores and ideals and plans
which he developed and clothed in external forms during his
amore aclive existence.

This activity began when he was fourteen. He already
knew hiz own heart, and had pondered on many of the mysteries
of life. Now,in a happier time, in that sunny valley of the
Loire, surrounded by wealth and love, gnarded and petted by
a mother and sister, he learned the more open features of the
world, Fora while he was instructed by tutors at his father’s
honse in Tours, but between 1814 and 1816 he attended private
schools in Paris, whither the family bad moved temporarily.
Then he spent three net unfruitful years in law offices, picking
up the types and the phraseology which make his books so
strang in describing legal proceedings.

When he came of age his father unfolded to him a scheme
of purchasing a fine law practice and settling down in that
profession. Honoré rebelled and pleaded to be allowed to
try his chances of living by literature, and to lead his own life.
Wilh a good sense which is wholly modern in this connection,
his father yielded, and the young man was established, by April
of 18cg, in m Parisian attic, living frogally and in perfect
soljtude, and writing with fiery zeal, There are in nearly all
Balzac’s letters a sweet, good-natursd way of taking hard-
ships, and a boyish frankness in discussing himself and his
work, which are very winning, and parficalacly at this period :
“Dans un gremier, 4 ving?d ans”

His head was teeming with dramas and stories and comic
aperas, though, of course, the tragic predominated. He wrote
and corrected, bumed and rewrote, read feverishly, carried on
& wild, excited, but humorois correspondence with his sister
Laure, and tore through the streets of Pariz in a desperate
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search for types and faces; costumes, names, and colors. His
father was no longer the rich man he had been, and the lad's
garret economy was ool purely artificial. At any rate it was
always severe,

Moast artistic careers are llumlned from the start by con-
genial friendships with other persons already celebrated, but
young Balzac seems to have made few acquaintances, and
none of them, at this early time, were men or women of note.
Alone, in the crowded streets of Taris, he would follow people
for preat distances, catching words of their conversation, and
building romances out of this fragmentary material. “ To
quit my own life, to become some other individval through the
excitation of a moral faculty, and to play this game at will,
was the relaxation of my studious hours. To what have I
owed thig gift# Is it second-gight? Can it be one of those
facultics, the abuse of which, leads to insanity ¥ I bhave never
sought to discover the causes of this power; [ only know that
I possess it, and use it. I must tell you that ever since I became
aware of this facolty, I have decomposed the elements of thosa
heterogeneous masses called the People, and I have analyzed
them in a mmanner that enables me to appraise both their good
and evil gualities.”

Direading lest his father might deprive him of his precious
independence, Balzac took the first step in that series of busi-
ness ventures and misadventures which runs like an inharmoni-
ous accompaniment beneath his glorious art-life, and which
wounld be comieal if it wers not pathetic, for though his
financial difficulties made him work like a slave, and the result
was La Comédie Humaine, they poisoned his existence and
probably hastened his death, His first attempt was i the
publishing business, and its result was debt. He wrote fever-
ishly, to satisfy his creditors, works to which he did not attach
his name, but which would have shown us the history of his
marvellous style, conld we but know them all.  This style, =0
exact, so full of argument and imagination, go closely hinged,
so adeguate to the expression of philosophical ebservation of
life, appears already formed in the first story he was willing to
acknowledge, ® Les Chouans,' which was composed in 1829



