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INTRODUCTION.,

A rew words of explanation seem desirable, regarding the
inesption and subsequent publication of this work,

In 1886, when I was etationed af Arrah, Monlvie Mohammad
Haffi, tha thon hoat clork of the Epglish Department of the
Collector’s office at that sfation, informed me of the existence of
cartain aneent reoords, which he had nnearthed in a lumber-room
sttached to his office. These papers he had eerefully arranged
snd had rebound into volumps, which he had placed in the record-
room of the English Department.

On examining these records I found they consisted of office
copies of letters written to, and by, the revenuo chief at Patna,
during the yesra 1781 £o 1786,

The information oontained in those papers mppeared to me
80 valuable and intaresting, thet I determined fo prepare a con-
oise deseription of the Administration of Bihar, during the years
1781 to 1785 ; the period for which I had examined the records.

To this end, I employed a olerk to copy and arrange the papers,
with & view to eompiling, at some future date, an official report,
embodying the facts and figures obtmined from them. It is
almost nsedless to add, that my researchos wera conduosted with the
full knowledge spd spproval of my Commissioner, Mr. Hewitt ;
and of my Collector, Mz, Power; to whom I had ehown one of
the volumes in 1886-87.

Press of offimal doties, and bad health, provented me from
carrying out my inlentiona till the year 1883, when I was on sick
leave. Finding time hanging heavily on me, during the rains,
I readily accepted the invifation of Mr. Macdonald, the Editor of
the Englishman, to write a popular sketch of the English Admin-
istration of Bihar in the years 1781—85. The present work was
socordingly written for, snd published in, the columns of that
paper in 1888,

My continued ill-health, culminating in the loss of my sight in
15890, and my enforced retirement from the service in consequence,
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prevented me from remodelling and publishing the work in an
enlarged, and more techoical, form.

In 1898, yielding to the wishes of my friends, I submitted the
work in its original form to the Government of Bengal, with the
view of ascerfaining if it would eave to publish the book at the
expense of the Btate; and this was ultimately determined on by
the Government,

I may stata here, that whila the faets confained in this work
are striotly official and authentle; the apinions expressed therein ;
while disoussing historieal and economie questions, more or lesa
of & oontroversial character; are entircly my own ; and the reader
must teke them for what they are worth,

In conclusion I have fo thask my olerk Babu Nilmoni Basu
and the Reverend J, W. Cullen for their assistnnoe in correcting
the proof sheats : which fask my blindness haz rendered it impos-
sible for me fo acocomplish unaided.

J. BR. H.
BHAGALPTUR,

23rd Apmi 1894,



PREFACE,

—_—

Ix the record-room of the Arrah Cellectorate there are & number
of bulky ancient volumes of correspondence, dating from 1781,
which helonged to the offico of the Revenue chief of Patna.
According to o tradition in the office they were discovered shortly
after the Mutiny in the Buzar Forf, and brought fo Aresh.
Unfortunntely the eorrespondence is mot completo; but there is
sufficient meaferial available to form a fairly seomrate opinion
of the political and economic sondifion of the eountry in these
curly years of cur administration ; while a flood of light is thrown
on the fiscel system which preceded the decennial settlement,
which subsequently becamne permanent in 1793,

These papers show the unsatisfastory resulfe arising on our first
attempts to govern the conntry on semi-Asiatic prineiples; and
it is only sfter a perusal of theso papers, that ona has anything like
an adequate ides of the huge, though silent, revelution which,
under the benign sway ¢f the English (Fovernment, has converted
o Iand of reckless lawlessmess and chaolin misgovernment, into
one of the most prosperous end peacefnl countries in the world,

The student of history will find much inl.amsti_ng information,
which he will seek for in: vain slsewhere; the economist will mark
the difference whioh a century of English rule has made in the
value of looal products ; the administrator of the present time will
learn something of the snolent customs, usages, and laws whish
prevailed in Bihar; and the general reader will, I trust, ficd mattor
sufBcient both to interest and inetrnot him in what our forefathers
did, said, and went through in building up this mighty Empire;
in educing order out of chaos; snd uniting info cne harmonisus
system the dissordant elements which distractod the social, politicsl,
and religious life of the people of India.

Angust 1888,






