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PrEFACE

Upon returning to Los Angeles, after an absence
covering a period of years, it seemed to the writer that
the library facilities of the city and county had in-
creased to such an extent that a brief survey or sketch
might meet 2 demand for certain information.

Accordingly “Libraries of Los Angeles and Vicinity™
came into existence in much the same way that Boston®
Special Libraries was written some five years ago al-
though this volume was compiled during the rush of
the opening of college year.

Perbaps “Some Libraries of Los Angeles and Vici-
nity” might be a better captien for certaln restrictions
have been necessary in the selection of material includ-
ed herewith,

From the public libraries of the county five have
been chosen, more or less arbitracily perhaps, and from
the total number of high schoal libraries not mare than
a half of those in Los Angeles are sketched.

Unfortunately no mention has been made in the text
of the Monk Library of Arizoniana at the Southwest
Museum where Miss Cora Hateh is librarian, This
collection of 14,000 volumes, dealing exclusively of
literature of Arizona, is open from 1 to § daily at 4699
Marmion Way.
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2 Eiﬁi’éries of Los Angeles and Vicinity

It has not been possible to include all of the private
collections. W. A. Clark, Jr., founder of the Phil-
harmonic Orchestra, has a splendid collection in his
West Adams Street home; Henry W, O'Melveny, the
well known attorney, bas a small library of rare vol-
umes; 5. T. Clover, Editor of “The Saturday Night,”
has a working collection of unusual books in his Ar-
cadia home; L. E. Behymer, at his West Adams Street
residence, hag built up a wonderful collection relating
to the drama; T am told that Judd Rush, the lawyer,
has made a special hobby of collecting; and 1. B. Dock-
weiler and associates have gathered topether a splendid
collection of legal works in their offices.

The Lot Angeles newspapers all maintain 2 morgue
or depository for all sorts of information. This ver-
tical file data, covering world wide subjects, is a vast
mine of information on all topics and, in addition, each
paper usually has a small compact working collection,

In various organizations, such as the Chamber of
Commerce and other associations for the betterment
of the city, there are collections of varing sizes for sta-
tistical and other uses which will probsbly in time de-
velop into collections of considerable size.

New situations are arising almost daily. As this
volume goes to press one reads that a comprehensive
plan for installing a system of libraries and reading
rooms in the Baptist churches in the Los Angeles Dis-
trict has been cutlined. And again, that 2 gigantic com-
munity library for the Hollywood moving picture in-
dustey will soon be under way.
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Because of the very general nature of some collec-
tions, a few Hbraries have been purposely omitted in-*
cluding the Y. M. C. A. library; the collection at the
Soldiers Home in Sawtelle; the L. A. Railread library
of Division Two; the Santa Fe Coast Lines Hospital
library, the Neighborhood Settlement Library and the
Los Angeles Free Methodist Seminary library.

The library of the Historical Society of Southern
California, in the Los Angeles Museum of History,
Scence and Art in Exposition Park, is to form the his-
torical portion of the Museum’s library. The collec-
tion of the Southern California Academy of Natural
Sciences, of which Dr. F. C. Clatk is president, is also
being merged with the musevm library. According to
the znnouncement of Director William A. Bryan ar-
rangements have just heen completed to make this
material available to the public daily during museum
hours.

The material from which these descriptions were
taken is believed to be authentic and accurate but
naturally the volume will not be perfect. It ought,
however, to pave the way for a thorough and complete
indexing of the city and county Hibrary resources within
the next year or so. . As a pioneer work there will be
errors and omissions in “Libraries of Los Angeles and
Vicinity.” But if these are called to the attention of
the editor he will gladly acknowledge the material and
file for future use.

Rairu L. Powee.
University of Southern California,
Los Angeles, November 1, 1921,



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Public Libraries

Alhambra Public Library 7
Long Beach Library oo ;

los Angeles City Libtary oo e 11
Los Angrles Cousty Library 13
Pasadena Public Library 15
Pomona Public Library weeer— o e 17

College and University Libraries

California Institute of Technolog¥ —ooomoomoooeol
Occidental College i
na Collepe

Southern Branch, University of Califomia

University of Southern Californil —mcmece e e 6
School Libraries

Los Angeles City School Library ceeccceecmcecoeee—e- 24

Los Angeles High School Libraries o o oo oo k)

County “Teachers” Library 11
Scientific Libraries

Barlow Medical Library i6

Chamber of Mines and Ot Library o cccmeecacaeeaan 36

Charles Thompson Onnthalogznlr{ahmry __________ 36

Mount Wilson Solar Observatery Library . _____ ”

Southern Calfornia Edison Co, Librarny c—oemecee—a—oe 39

University of Southern California ColEege of Dentistry .. 28

Eibtaries of Societies

California Society of Scms of the Revolution —comeoeao 42
California Society of Codonial Weares .. 42
Hlmmnl Society of Scuthern Californis ... 41

Angeles Masonic Library 42




6  Libraries of Los Angeles and Vicinity

Foreign Language Libraries

Czecho Slovak — 43
Danith o 41
Ttalian ﬁ
e eI G el e e A
icen 44
Polish 43
Business Libraries
Barker Brothers 44
Bullocks 45
Eﬂt N:.tleaTl B»n.nl:‘.1 Fmenar E
s Angel rugt and Savingts Company ceceememmmas
Loa Angeles Railway 48
Pacific Mutuer] Home Office 4R
Security Loan and Trust Company eeeee—eoceo———ew 47
Religious Libraries
Emtgl:gel“ hi:_}l‘h Imtithl.ll_tel : ;E-
3 es eoacphical Society - omoeoeeee
Metaphysical Library 50
Law Libraries
Diseriet Court of Appeal—Second District ue 5O
Southwestern Universty Sehool of Lew 61
United States Clrcult Court -5

University of Sowthern California College of Law 28
Moving Picture Studio Libraries

Lasky - £l
Realart
Famous Players
Metro 53
Universal - 53
Private Collections
e - b -4
v E. ntington 3
Walter Lindbey oo &
Orra E. Monnerts A
Appendix

Ariaty — ]

List of Scheal Librarians L3]
Index of Librar




. LIBRARIES OF L.OS ANGELES
. AND VICINITY

ALHAMBRA PUBLIC LIBRARY

The ordinance for a public library in Alhambra
was passed September dth, 1906, Five library trustees
were appeinted on November 13th and in December
they met and oranized with A. C. Weeks as president
and L. D). Van Arnam as secretary. A room in the
high school building was furnished for tempaorary use.

On April 27, 1907 $10,000 was voted at the bond
election for library purposes; #6000 for z site and
£4000 for equipment. The price of a building was |
to be raised by popular subscription. Nothing more
was done about the library building for several years
and in 1910 the library was moved from the high
schpol to & one story brick building which had been
crected and rented for the use of the Hbrary for a
year. At the end of that time it was planned to erect
a permanent building on the lot owned by the library.
In December 1910 occured the death of the Librarian,
Miss Hafford. Miss Nell M, Wekter took charge of
the library uatil the appointment of Mrs. Mary Plerce
Smith. - -

In.1911, Miss Agnes McMillan was appointed as- .



