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PREFACE

*WE need books of this tart cathartic virtue,’ said
Emerson, of Plutarch, and it 13 because some of us
believe this requirement to be eminently fulfilled in
Coventry Patmore’s prose that this further selection
from it hias been made!

Every reader will confess its tart flavour: iis
cathartic virtue depends upon his own good will : lig
must minister to himself if he can reject the temptation
to throw the physic to the dogs.

Patmore’s criricism, lterary, arilstic, and politeal,
was based upon considered principles, and 1t 1s in his
statement of these, more than in lus application of
them, that the virtue of his criticism consists. He
deprecated the merely subjective appreciation of
books, and 1t 15 to mark the fact that the many essays
on other writers included here are not of that order
that a small group of political articles is placed in the
forefront ; for in these it 1s the stazement of principles
only that can win any acceptance : the illustrations are
from the vanished part of thirty-five years ago.

In the literary articles the principles he enunciates

o At those by which he would wish his own poetry to

! Patmore’s own selection from his prose-contributions to perio-

~dical literature may be found in the two little books, Privciple
O gy Are, ¢, (188g) and Religiv Poctar, Er, (1893.)
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4 MREFACE

be judged. His choice among poets and novelists is
a statement of his own position. When he praises the
versification of Geldsmith, the diction of Mr., Bridges,
the peace of William Barnes, the manners of Mrs, Wal-
ford, he is defending the technique of The Angel in
the House, and 1ts story. And into Mr. Bridges’ and
Thomas Woolner’s treatment of the classic myths he
reads something of the mysticism of The Unknoten
Eras. That he should have inaintained the infinite
superiority of Shakespeare 1o Jane Austen, and the
general superiority of Scott toThackeray and Trollope,
was but to hold the balance level.

The book 15 a book of doctrine, and is ° original °
only in that it gocs back to origins : the doctrines are
those of Aristotle, of Goethe, of Coleridge, indeed
as one can imagine Patmore saying, * of all semsible
men’. "The style only that holds them together is
his own.

One need not exaggerate the tartness of the flavour :
it existed in Coventry Patmore, and in his writings,
only as the saleguard of an inner core of sweetness,
and in the ensuing essays there is not infrequent fun
and at least one of his rare instances of tenderness.

These newspaper articles contain a few repeti-
tions and things of merely temporary interest which
the author doubtless would have removed had he
finally prepared them for reprinting. There are
other things in them which would never have been
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there at all had he been infallible and impeccable.
Their presence adds the ingratiating humour and
pathos of human fallibility.

Mrs. Patmore has kindly permitted this reprint of
copyright material. For its selection and arrangement
the responsibility must rest with me, although I have
not omitted to consult with Mr. Basil Champneys,
the friend and biographer of Coventry Patmore.

By the kindness of Mr. Everard Meynell T have been
able to use Patmore’s own copics of these articles as
the basis of this reprint, and the omissions indicated
in a few of them corrcspond with his own deletions.

I have also to thank the editors of The Fortnightly
Revieww and the Saturday Review for confirming
Mrs. Patmore’s permission with respect to certain
articles.

A bibliography of Coventry Patmore’s prose-
writings, for the most part anonymous and unre-
printed, is given at the end of the volume for those
who may have the wish and opportunity to explore
further.

I, PAGLE.
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