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Mormonism and tbe ADOrmons.

[ This paper was written in 1883, Some of the events alladed
to as recent, and dates rclative thereto, will thus be explained.
Fifteen years ago the true inwardness and the defiant practices of
Mormonism were couspicuous, and the careful obscryer could
read between the lives of religious pretense, its real character,
The evilg, the an-Christian characteristics, and the anti-American
ideas of this system were then beéing unveiled, “Owr Mormon
Tuorks,” as Schuyler Colfax then put it, "were flinging their inso-
lent defiance iuto the face of the nation.”  The continwed aggres-
slon of Lhig system seems now to warrant uod to render advisahle
a pen picture vfits debasing and disloyal character. Though the
years have gone, the facts berein noted cuncerning Mormonism
have not becume ohsalete. The most ardent defender of Mormon-
sm to-duy will not clzim that it has revised itsclf ont of its own
existence, or that its cardinal doctrines have been materially
thanged. Recent publications from the Mormon press, which
have come into my possessicn and acknowledged to be athora-
tive make dovhly cortain the fact that the characteristics, the
doctrines and the apirit of Mormonism arc the same to—rlaj' us
when the system was practically isnlated from civilization, and
when our government found it neccssary to interposc with the
strong arm of law. Personal investigation in Utah, together with
information obtaized from resident citizens and those fully ac.
guainted with the Lenets and practices of the so-called church, add
materially to the evidednce, It will be seen that the highesi and
beat anthorities oo either side have been sommoned a8 witoesses,
Various additional notes have been appended, to eluvidate and to
verify. Heére und there the text has been carefully revised. Mor-
mon missionaries arc now at work in the different states of the
Timion secking to draw into the corrupting folds of this so-calied
church the ignorant and the nnwary., In view of these facts, well
known citizena and christian workers have sogeested the timeli-
nesa, and have advised the publication of this paper.—Author.]

URRENT events command our thowghtful at-
tention, In the presence of these events it is

a healthful sign when the excellencies of our
national virtues are not suffered to blind us to our
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tiational faults, or to hinder ts in our efforts to cor-
rect them, .

It seems a characteristic of American thought to
center itself upon some important question, to hold
it up to the scarching gaze of the peaple, to examine
it under the keen scalpel of criticism, concentrate the
éye of public opinion upon it as the one thing alto-
gether important, pass judgment upon it, and then
wave it to the background to make room for an-
other t3 be looked upon, examinad and disposed of
in like manner. . , . _ ,

Important issues are, at present, suflered to re-
main in the shadowy background, while the great
guestion with which the American people are just
now concerned is Mormonism. There are other
questions as great, other issues perhaps more vital
to owr national life than this. These will be met,
grappled with in deadly conflict by the American
people, and, as in the past, we shall come forth from
the conllict victorious. Mormonism, too, with all
its infamy, blasphemy, filthiness, fiendishness and
despotiem, will be pot down. After forty years of
unworthy trifling, the American people have begun
the work in earnest. They gcem thoroughly aroused
to the importance of the issue and they will wipe
out that foul leprous spot, even though the victory
be sealed with human hlood,

The evil spirit of Mormonism was born in the
heart and brain of Joseph Smith. He was inspired,
no doubt, by the vivid imagination and cunning du-
plicity of a vain, ignorant and superstitious mother,
who believed in “wizzards and familiar spirits,”’
which she fancied filled the carth and air about her,

T
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The son partook of thé characteristics of the
mother.*

The Mormon fraud was inauguarated in the state
of New York, whence it fled to the west. It left its
foul, slimy trail wherever it moved, in the states of
Ohio, Missouri and Illinois, thence westward with
its deluded victims, fanatical adherents, hand of out
laws. desparadoes and law-defying leaders, across riv-
ers, over plains and through mountain passes to the
Great Sait Lalke, where, shut oot from civilization,
it has developed into a strong organized system of
imposture, lust and tyranny. Let us not forget,
however, that the stain of this crime and filthiness is
tipon out government he a nation. The hand that
signed the Fugitive Slave Law signed also the com-

missiont of Brigham Young as first Governor of

*1 glean from reliable sonrces the following facta: Joseph Emith
wan born in 1505 in the state of Vermoot.  Severnl of bis neor relatives
were Revolutionary soldlers.  'While Joseph was yet & emall I:-H als par-
ents moved to wist-central New ¥ He was one of ndae o His

Yilliterate and snperstitions " They determined
Hat{me of their aona shopkd bhe g prophet, and Joe was eclected as the
lgz." This idea was Impreesed upen the son,  “The mother moved
in the lowest walks Ilf lll'r L ‘I‘My Tyed in dishonest poverty. Moctormal
depredations were commitied in the Smith neighborhood.
Clothes lines were now und ticn robbed, uitey Fards and graln
hmnm.ﬂ'zﬂﬁinllummnﬂ and Lhese ationg were laid at the
doorway of the Smith fimily, The testimony ol the uld hhors of the
Smith ﬁl:njlg in Ncw fork was uniform that their char was bad
qml i]mt was the worat of the lot. (. M. C. of Mormon.
ifsm Pg. 2 mul.h:: ool »on pussessed o vivlhd bot vainimaging-
'I]on. and i |n iy, comacience and froth were sobaidized fo It They
boih noled for catravegant asscrtlons, faoclied atoriea and false
lhtunmh, which were im for the oevwsion. faid voe who
knew therh well, “Yor can't face them down. "I Tig gnd athek to
it. Joe never worked save at’ ehannlnw beest and ‘ralslogs” and whiskey
was the lmI'El'B.ﬂ nod bhe few His averalon o lal i deen in sume
of his after "'revelntions.” l.'-l': conll rﬂn‘l ot ﬂlu'l.l'l oot write, or veTY
inaccarately at best., His two stand volumes were the “Llfe of
Stephen Butoowa, Lhe Clorical Ecoundﬂ:i " and the aummmé-myhy of
Cpot. Kild the ate. e meenred what bhe called a "seer' or o
stone,”™ with whh‘grh.e fignred as A “water witch™” and with whie hc
divined and feigned l.olucal.c buried money and treasmres, “which were
aln ayn spirited away _?m before the svond of the thod on the priceless
chest reached the ears.' By instruction of the motber be laid claim to
mirracaloss power. Joseph Bmith asguestionably had tact and perse.
verence nnd natoral telents, which, had they been directed in the right
channel, might have made him = ! man, (See History of Mormon-
ism, Women of Mormonism, H. B, of M., Madame Lo Towur. H. B. ol R,
Polygumy, Mysterles and Crimes, of Morinonisem, ele,)
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Utah.* For eight vears nominally, twelve in fact,
and virtwally until near the close of his life, he was .
parmitted to hold the almost undisputed power of
that territorial government. Itis known that Pres.
Fillmore had serious misgivings and grave scruples
of conscience concerning the approval of the “Utah
Bill,"” and it was a surprize to all who knew his ap-
prehensions eoncerning the calumny and trouble,
when he endorsed the infamy by appointing Brigham
Young as the chief executive of the New Territory.
That appointment launched forth in the very heart
of our country, and onder national authority, an
ttterly wun-American system, a system which em-
braces the most revolting features of Orental polyg-

* Mr_ Fillimore kaow ng:ﬂe:l]g well at that time, and every scmator

who pdvised and comae nitment koew, and every citizen

of ordinary i‘ntﬂil.lﬁrm: Fn~w that am Vonng wan nothing betier

%-:{M OB 3 scoundsel. (Hev. Leooard Bacon, IL L, Lo L. Ik,
PE,

Note—Fres. Picree aonght fn valo to flod a saitable person to take
the Governomhip of the territory. The post 'u.i cmg B Hifedlt thet he
failed to secure 8 permanent inppmbent, U, S, were appoinisd
bt ke poaltion was one go difiedlt and haurduu at wheee Belpham
did ant canse them to be slain ur drive them oot tl wrodld aot lung re-
main. Hostititien ensned between the Mormons gnd the ppii-Mormaons,
Td 1854, murders were weat, The Gentiles became more apd more &x-
asperated. Inm 1B57 the Government sent a militwry Orce peross the

ins to goell the distorbance, and to bring the Mormons aoder sub-
ection Lo the law. Young treasonably declared the ttrrit.crr; nader
marbial low and in peccordonce therewith ivso a proclamiation forbid-
dlag any aoldier of the 11, 8., under any precense ar by g;ta Tthoricy,
from ealerag the valley. Col A Bldnc, jahm-n thrau;h
:m!.l!u Lrought ':hr Mnmun tizlly to times Cnl Wi
‘?Ham wimitad Fﬂlbﬂ.m. ﬁ:n: went tn Wn-hlnytnﬂ to use
hla taflucnce ln b':i.ul{’ of the Mormons, 1o 1857 Alfred Cumming of
l"-no‘tg'lu wus appointed governor to soceesd Drigham Yodng. Col Thos,
J.. Kane the friend and cl:lnmut of the Mormons, and hy many wppmud.
to havc been & Mormon hinldn’ aci gall from Mew York for Bam Francis.
oo moder I]:I: assaiied name of "Dr. Daborae’ with the permission anrd
tacifencow ment of President Buchanan, to arrange o penee [P0 O
of m—mz um ““Or. Dahoroe™? reached San Barnideno 8 time to aceom-
any the reln Mormuons to Salt LeXe. e bastened to ndvise with
uu?. then laying pside his nligs, and bastening to Camp Scott, he “con-
Goy., ummlnzthat the Mormona were rather more peactable than
u'rcrngt lamba." The Governor accompuenied Kaoe Lo the Mormon eapitol,
He was Rattered with recepting and was assored thet “the rehelilon
in Utah was a pure inveation, [Sve P M. C. of M. pg, 161-163.1 Thna
|nﬂn.=|:||!ﬂl the governor became a willi wussal of the Mormon Presgi-
den Ty wirtne of the npthority entrusted o bim he gnve g pardéen to
all gﬂllt! of pedition asd treason.
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amy, and one of the worst forms of domestic, social
and political tyranny known to history, and gave it
character in the eyes of other nations. Mr. Fillmore
afterwards pronounced this his “greatest mistake”
and he was conscious “that his course had been un-
wise and productive of a series of flagrant, political
and social wrongs.”* But the generations which
followed him must needs reap the bitter conse-
quences of that mistake.

Not was Pres. Fillmore the oaly guardian of Motr-
mon interests.? Like a noxious plant, permitted to
grow and thrive in its own adopted soil and chosen
atmosphere, for more than twenty years this system
drew to itself its own selected nutriments with
scarcely the voice of anthority to intepose, It is
true that bills have occasionally been passed, and
Jaws enacted by congress, but for want of deter-
mined prosecotion and the enactment of other meas-
ures needed for such prosecution, they have fallen, in

* Judgze B, F. Hale.

1 Afthe b ing nf the Auchanan ndministration there asemed to be
& determil TUTpese u:r eocrect matters in Utah, Col Johason, as al-
trady nobed, was sent troops to Tieh., Porty onsistency, how-
ETET, W% @ ty at stah:. ‘The "HSouatter sovercignty' ﬂod,:-rhe of

Kansag cou hardly nllow interfereaee i Ulah, My, Commiog report-
ed Lo Washingion his fattering receptiom by the Mormons. Pres, Bo-
changn appointed g eommnizseion and sent them e Utah wlth a
atlon of Pai to Moreon offecders. IT scemed evident

Those fumilinr with l'he condition of afoira in Titeh st the time, thet t'he
HRuchanan ndmmalmtlnn did mot care t.o'push matters too strenuously
azatu.ﬂt ihis “Twin Relie of Barbariam.' The Mormon inicresis were

tou often edvaoced by imhecile Fedecal lwmntm:ntu from the time of
Fillmore ““until Lincola's pdmipletration.” “Through three administra-
tiona Utah scemed to be the Botuny Bay of worn onl politions 7 {Bendle
A48, 352.) There were some efficient officere like Todge Crodlebangh bat
they had not the power or the law teblad them to cffect fnstics HBC
of Lhe petverslon of legal and moral prindpics on e part of the Mor-
mone. At the close of Comming's term as Qowvernor the Civil war wnn in
progress, and this cogaged the attention, apd the urmost energy of the
Govermuent. DUmring these years of strife aod bloodebed, while the Mor-
mun goestion was not Tost sight of and legislation was at tmes enncied
and competent officers appoloted, the Mormous, practically shut cut
trom the world, took advantage of the giloalion; and the nation could
puy oot little attention to the :E:xljnu of matters in T'tah. Fres. John-
son's pdminfsiration waz #h whaole favorable fo the Mormons, At
the close of the war the adjusting of the affairs of the adoy in the North
ard Bovath, nnd in the starting oot of the reestablished Union seemed for
Fearn to be the one thing altogether impnrtant,




