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THE VEIL WITHDRAWN.

" Waar apology shall I make to the publie for
thua placing my own personal views of this portion
of Holy Writ before them? Be it understood
that 1 have no desirc o force any of my readers
to adopt them; but, having read so maoy con-
troversies and specalations respecting the literal
interpretation of the Mossie cosmogony, and the
apparent contradiction it offers to the science of
zeology, I am tempted fo cast my own opinicns
mmto the seale with those of others, who must feel,
if they do not say, that many passages of the Old
Testament, as well as the New, contain & {wofold
meaning, the litersi language being nsed to convey
and clothe soroe besusiful apiritonl sense; and I
sincerely hope that by so dcing, God helping me, T
may suceeed in throwing some light upon what at
present appears to be a moat difficult gquestion to
solve. If it ia not given me to accomplish this aim,

I will spare myself the conviction of having done
a2



4 THE VEIL WITHDRAWN,

any harm to the eause of religion, by carefully
guarding against confusing the reader, or bringing
forwird any theory whiech T am unable to corro-
borate and confirm by texts extracted from the
Bible. It is to this seriptural corroboration that I
look for support. Resolved to base every observa-
tion strictly upon it, I am content to leave the
success or failure of this Little volume in the hands
of an all-wise Power.

Not having, as yet, read any of the Colenso
doctrines relating to the Pentateueh, T do mnot
either, knowingly, refute or uphold them in these
pages; nor am I anxioua to do either one or the
other, my chief aim being only to show how the
langnage of the chapters I have taken in hand
may be made to support scientific facts “=uch as
have heen made known during the last few years,”
or, if not actually sopporting them, be rendered
thoronghly nentral by being deprived of every
antagonistic quality and semse whatever.

Geological discoverics have rendered it neces-
sary, absolutely necessary, for the welfare of those
who may ecome after us as well as ourselves, that
we no longer remain eesily contented with the
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mere literal sense of the Mosaic cosmogony, but
that we rouse ourselves out of the lethargy we have
fallen into, and steive for the discovery of its hid-
den meaning.

Those who make Seripture their study know
full well how futile it is to confine themselves to
only one, and thet s natoral and literal interpreta-
tion of the doctrines and records of the Old Testa-
ment writers, There remain but very few passages
of Seripture now that have not been reviewed in
varions ways; and what glorious truths, “ by this
method of studying them,” have been revealed!
There are some porticrs, however, which have
been left mninterpreted—passed over, it would
scem, by onr bishops end pastors, for obvious
reaaons ; put by for a time, bocause their hour
was not yet come. '

“God moves in & mysterions way,
His wonders to perform,”

People, hitherto, have been simply contented
with the literal sense of the Mosaic records, all
the while nothing in the appcarance of creation
presented itself in opposition, or cast a doubt upon
it, we have been satisfied, and thus have done the
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writer and author of the Pentatench great in-
justice; we have agknowledged him to be an
inspired writer without awarding his works a due
share of spiritnal interpretation. Bot the time
has at length srrived for us reason-endowed beings
to search the Mossic testimony as well as other
portions of Seripture, nof remaining content and
satisfied with ity plain language, but earnestly
setting ourselves to the task of discovering, be.
neath these apparently plein records, that in their
straighiforward simplicity seem more relating to
terrestrial then celestinl things—beneath this
earthly veil a string of spiritual truths, woven and
interwoven with expreesions relating to natoral eir-
cumstances and things, so delicately and subtlely
as almost to have become, in the wsnal course of
. reading, inseparable from them.

The time has at length come, I say, for man to
be ng longer content with this state of things
—thiz knowing in part the contents of the Bible.
Before he can advance another step in the sciences
of geology, cosmogony, anthropology, and many
other sciences, the cloud of uncertzinty hanging
over the literal form of the Mosaie testimony
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must be cleared away ; he must seek in Scriptore
reading to divest it of that natursl form, and see
in it a spiritual rather than an earthly sigmfi-
cation, not enfirely passing over the plain sense,
or treating it as sltogether noworthy of our notice,
but considering it as we should the outward
charms of a beautiful and accomplished person.
Exterior beauty of form and fipure are the Very
first things to enlist our sympathies in favour of a
new scquiantance. After a little whilo spent in
their company, “ unless in the meantime we dis-
cover in their dispositions sterling worth and
goodness, equal to or surpassiog the -charms of
their person,” the effect of this ontward loveliness
18 fclt no longer, the apell is broken, and we turn,
“if not with disgust,” with utter indifference,
from so much empty beauty. But if, on the other
hand, loveliness of person be mnited to a truly
noble, beautiful mind, we may ¢ontinue in that
presence every day in the year, and feel, at the
end of a long acquaintance, more real actual sym-
pathy and friendship towards the object of our
admiration, than mere cutward beauty alone could
have called forth. It is thus with the language



