THE ACADEMY SERIES OF
ENGLISH CLASSICS;
MACAULAY: THE EARL
OF CHATHAM; PP 53-156



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649451548

The Academy Series of English Classics; Macaulay: The Earl of Chatham; pp 53-156 by Thomas
Babington Macaulay Macaulay

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



THOMAS BABINGTON MACAULAY MACAULAY

THE ACADEMY SERIES OF
ENGLISH CLASSICS;
MACAULAY: THE EARL
OF CHATHAM; PP 53-156

ﬁTrieste






The Acavemyp Leries of English Clagsics

MACAULAY

Tue EarL oF CHATHAM

EDITED BY

SAMUEL THURBER

Bostan
ALLYN AND BACON



Em*r}’i‘a.z-ha.. %

Corveegerr, s,
Y
SAMUEL THTURAFR,

Trroomarey 0y . 5. Cispisa & Co., Bosrow.

Pma_w.nmt v Bempwicx & Bumrrw, Bosvon.



PUBLISHERE NOTL.

Taiz book contains portions of a larper volume pre-
pared by the same editor. Tle page oumbers have not
been changed, and the breaks in the paging oecur where
matter of the larger volume hae been omitted

All the works in The Adcedemy Serivs of Engliah Classics
are given without abbraviation,






THE EARL OF CHATHAM.
{1844.)

1. ﬂu‘:r‘raspumnua of Willizse P, Forl of Chatlon. 4 vols, Bvo
Eomdon @ L0,

3. Lelters of Horace Welpode, Fard of Ovford, fo Horace Menn. 4 volu,
Avn, London: 1843-4. :

Mone than ten years amo we comntmenced 4 sketeh of the
political lifc of the great Lord Chatham. We then stopped
at the death of Goorge the Becond, with the intention of
speadily resuming our task. Cireurastances, which 16 wonld
be fedious to explain, long prevontad us from carrying this
intention into effect. Nor can we vagret the delay. ILor
the materials which were within our reash in 1534 were
scanty and unsatisfactory, when compared with those which
we at present possess. Mven now, though we have had
acdess to sume valuable sourges of information which have
not yet been opened to the publis, #a canoot but feel that
the history of the first ten years of the reign of George the
Third ia but imperfectly known $o us. Neverthelesa, we
are inclined to think that we are in a soodition to lay before
our readers & narrative neither uninstruetive nor uninterest-
ing. We therefore return with pleagurs to our long inter-
rupted labor.

We left Pitt in the zenith of prosperity and glory, the
idol of England, the terror of France, the admiration of the
whole civilized world, The wind, from whatever guarter it
blew, earried to England tidings of battles won, fortreases
taken, provinces added to the empire. At home, factions
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64 Higtorical Ersays of Macaulay.

had sunk into a lethargy, such as had never been known
ginee the great religions sohism of the sixteenth century had
roused the publie mind from repose.

In order that the events which we have to relate may be
clearly understood, it may be desirable that we shomld
advert to the causes which had for a time suspended the
animation of both the preat Knglish parties.

Tf, rejocting all that is merely accidental, we look at the es-
sentlal characteristica of the Whig and the Tory, we may con-
sider sach of them as the representative of a great prineiple,
essentinl to the wolfare of nations. One ig, in an espeeial
manner, the gnardian of liberty, and the other, of order.
One is tha moving power, and the other the steadying power
of the slate. One is the sail, without which soeiety would
make no progress, 1he otler the Lallast, without which there
wounld be small safety in a terupest. But, during the forty-
gix yeors which followed the aceession of the House of
Hanover, these distinetive peeuliarities seemed to be offaced.
The Whig conecived that he could not better serve the
cause of eivil and religious freedown than by strennously sup-
porting the Protestant dynasty. The Tory conceived that
he could not better prove his hatred of revelutions than by
attacking a government to which a revolution had given
birth., Both came by degrees to attach mors importance to
the means than to the end. Botl were thrown into unnatu-
ral situations; and both, like animals transported to an
ungonpenial climate, languished and degenerated. The
Tory, removed from the sunshing of the court, was as a
camel in the snows of Lapland. The Whig, basking in the
rays of royal favor, was as a Teindeer in the sands of Arabia.

Dante tells us that he saw, in Malebolge, a strange en-
counter between a human form and a serpent.  The enomies,
after eruel wounds inflicted, stood for a time glaring on each
other. A great cloud surrounded them, and then a wonder-
ful metamorphosis began. Fach creature was transfigured
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into the likeness of its antagomist. The serpent’s tail
divided itsolf into two legs; the man's legs intertwined
themselves into a tail. The body of the serpent put forth
armg; the armz of the man shrank into hie body. At
length the serpent stood up w man, and spake; the man
sank down a serpent, and glided hissing away. Something
like this was the transformation which, during the reign of
(George the Firal, befell the two English parties. Each
gradnally tock the shape and color of its foe, till at length
the Tory rose up erect the zealot of freedom, and the Whig
crawled and licked tho dust at the feet of power

Tt is true that, when thesc degenerate politictans discussed
questions mersly speculative, and, ahove all, when they
digeussed questions relating to the conduct of their own
prandfathers, they still gecined fo differ as their grand-
fathers bad differed. The Whig, who, during three Parlia-
ments, had never given one vote against the court, and whao
was repdy to sell his soul for the Comptroller's staff oz for
the Great Wardrobe, s3ill professed to deaw his political
doctrineas frowe Tocke and Milltus, atill worshipped the
memory of Py and Hanpdenw, and would etill, oo the
thirtieth of Janwary, tuke is gluss, first to the man in
the mask, and then to the man who would do it with-
out @ mask. The Tory, on the other hand, while he re-
viled the mild and temperate Walpole as a deadly enemy
of liberty, eould ses uothinp to reprobute in the iron
tyranny of Strafford and Laud. PBut, whatever judgment
the Whig or the Tory of that ape might pronounce on
transzctions long past, there can be no doubt that, as
respested the prackical questions then pending, the Tory
was g reformer, and iodeed an intemperate and indisereet
reformer, while the Whig was conservative even to bigotry.
We have ourselves geen similar effects produced in a
neighboring country by similar causes. Who would have
believed, fifteen yeare ago, that AL Guizot and M. ¥Villemain



