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PREFACE

NE object of this book is to call public
attention to the world-wide trumph

of government ownership of railways. So
complete is this triumph that the world
may now be said to be upon a government-
ownership basis. In four-fifths of the na-
tions of the weorld, government ownership
is the rule and private ownership the excep-
tion; while out of the fifty considerable
nations of the earth, there are only four in
which government ownership does not pre-
vail to a greater or less extent. This book
is a plain history of the growth of the system
of public ownership from the time when the
Government of Belgium pioneered in rail-
roading with private capital to this day of
the general adoption of nationalization.
The argument herein is meant for the general
reader, It is burdened with few tables or
statistics, and the author hopes that, while
not lacking in clarity, the book is so written

that the busy man may be able to read it
iid



iv Preface

restfully. No claim as to exhaustiveness is
made, but 1t is hoped that no omissions
will be found which will wvitiate the con-
clusions presented, The author believes
that the time is ripe for public discussion
of this subject, and he hopes that this book
may stimulate such discussion. Events of
the most unquestioned importance and in-
tense interest relating fo the matter are
occurring frequently, about which little is
said in the press, and nothing at all in
public discussion.

Deven years ago, in & speech at Waterloo,
lIowa, the writer first publicly advocated
povernment ownership of railways for the
United States. That the minds of the people
are awake to the subject is proven by the
surprising effect of this utterance in stimu-
lating debate and awakening enthusiasm
in lowa and the Middle West, Subsequent
events of a pelitical nature have tended to
obscure the subject, but I the writer's
opinion it cannot be much longer kept in
the background, The inability of private
ownership to meet the multiplying demands
of the nation for the services required, must
soon, it would seem, be generally recognized.
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I shall be satisfied if this book shall do any
part of the work of awakening the people
to the futility of leaving our highways in
private hands, or of failing to reap the
reward of the enormous economies which
government ownership will surely effect.

It i¢ with much hesitation that I have
approached the publication of thiz book.
I had hoped that the agitation of a few years
ago would encourage some abler writer to
make public a plea for government owner-
ship. As a matter of fact, the interests
opposed to public ownership have caused
to be written books which are briefs for the
private companies, full of laudation of them,
and stuffed with sophistical arguments
against the system which the world has in the
main adopted and is rapidly pushing to
complete acceptance, while the other side
has remained silent. No one else having
published the people's side of the gquestion,
I offer this little work as my contribution
to a literature the poverty of which is my
excuse, if excuse be required,

A V. W.
Siatx City, Towa,
Mareh 15, 1910,






CONTENTS

CHAPTER FaGl

I.—INTRODUCTION : i : I

IT.—OwxERsSHIP AND OPERATION OF
Rammwavs A LEGITIMATE
Funcrion ofF GOVERNMENT 23

III.—WEAENESs OF PRIVATE Man-
AGEMENT . : . . 30

IV.—THE PrincirLe of FREIGHT
RATE-Makmng, KwowN As
CHARGING "WHAT THE TRAFFIC
wiLL BEAR", : \ . 54

V.—WiLL THE GOVERNMENT BE AS
ENTERPRISING AS PRIVATE COR-
PORATIONS HAVE BEEN IN Ex-
TENDING TIE SERVICE OF THE
RAILWAYS ? . : . . 67

VI.—WHAT SUccEssSFUL (GOVERNMENT
CoxnTrO!L WoULD MEAN . 36

i



