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PREFACE.

Nm%mﬂw&t‘mﬁhlﬁﬁ new henvens and & new

Tre two principal objects of these Lectures or Scripture
Readings, are to exhibit some of the momentous events
which are to occur during the Thousand Years; and, that
man, as the agent in the hands of the Almighty, has it in his
power, by natural means, to give a literal fulfilment to cer-
tain of the prophecies alluded o, which wiil, in the progress
of man's ageney, give relicl to the poor and needy, all over
the world, where that agency shall be exerted.

There are many persons who affix 1o the plain words of
our text, a spiritual, ambigueus, and mysterious meaning :
To such persops, the following readings wil]l be useless,
Panl candidiy acknowledges that we see ns through a glass,
darkly, Peter said of him, that he {Paol} wrote some things
hard to be understood. With suen things T do not inter-
meddle. Daniel also wrote of things hard to be understood,
when he said, “And I heard, but [ understood not: then said pas, s
I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these things?  And
he said, Go thy way, Daniel : for the words are closed up
and scaled till the time of the end.® Thus wrote Daniel,
man greaily beloved : and shall we, unrighteons and wicked
men of the present age, attempt to unseal that which haas
been closed np, and to understand that which he understood
not?—Gad forbid! From these considerations, it may be
inferred, and jusily inferred, that the present rcadings from
the Bible will not embrace its figurative, spiritual and dark
sentences, but will be confined to the literal passages onke.

In the words of our text, ‘*we look for new heavens and a
new earth.” To the proper understanding of these very un.
nmhiﬁ:mus expressions, it will be necessary to describe, from
the Holy Scriptures, the several heavens and earths therein
particularized. In doing this, in order not to interrupt the
harmoeny of these quotations, the chapter and verse will not
be referred to, unless these shall be called for by any of the
andience. And should the brief gquotations given, be un-
satisfactory, the contexts will be read if required,—and a
pause will be made at every quotation.
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Although our text does not make mention of the new
Jerusalem, nevertheless, as that holy city has been destined
to hold so prominent a position on this earth, and in the
heavens upon this earth, it will necessarily fall to be de-
scribed, in eonjunction with the new heaven and the new
earth for which Peter looked.

Let it then be noticed, that there are partieularly deseribed
and characterised in the Sacred Volume, three hoavens, three
earths, and three Jernsalems,—al! of which will be embraced
severally, by the readings to be offered, in their order. And
it will also be shown from the sacred text, that man, durin
the Thousand Years, is to have rule over the fish of the
sea, and that the Almighty hath so provided for that rule,
by the sea waters then being on the mountuins. The conrse
will conclude with a faw practical retnaries and inferences.

In the Appendix, will be superadded, a description of the
inhabitants of cach of the three heavens.

First. Of the new hoavens and new earth.—-As the de-
scendants of Noah have never scon and never heard of a new
heavens npon, and associated with this carth, excepting that
spoken of by Peter, it seems not improper in us to call it the
first hecavens,—moreover, becanse it iz called new in rela-
tion to this earth aod its inhabitants, it will be 1o us the firse
heavens. As this earth is the firsz, the new one must be rhe
gecond carth.  Dut it is presumed thot it will be seen from
the readings, that there will only be a new surface, which is
to constitnte the new or second earth.

Many changos and events of the most momentous descrip-
tion are to happen during the peried of the Thousand Years,
mentioned in Revelations. ©Of sueh vast importance will
these chunpges be, that, in the langnage of Scripture, old
things shall not come into mind.

The events alluded to, viz:—the new heavens and new
earth, and in-dwelling rightecusness ; also, the first resnree-
tion, the restoration of Jews, new Jerusalem, and our
Lord's kingdom,—being all realised on this earth, will be
comparatively the most interesting to its inhabitants. Ahd,
aliflourh each subjoet is distinet, and in some measure insu-
lated, yet, nevertheleless, the features, charaeteristics, and
mutual relationships and dependencies, are so interwoven,
{probably from Divine appointment,) as to concentraie, and,
as it were, lo give them identity. For these reasons, the
readi will embrace the whole of those mighty events,
sC y, though complex!y and promiscuously.



CHAPTER 1.
The Kingdom to be on this Earth.

Bur when ye pray, (said our Lord,) after this manner pray
ye:—Our Father, which art in Heaven, hallowed be thy amm. vt
natne, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as
it is in Heaven. ~Now is come salvation, and strength, and Rev. xil. 10,
the kingdom of onr God and the power of his Christ. Of
the increase of His government and peace, there shall be no lo. ix. T
end. Upon the throne of David, and apon His kingdom, to
order it, and to establish it with jodgment and wilth justice
from heneeforth, even for ever.—{Fulfil the moral law.)

For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you inte thegpe,iu.
everlasting kingdom of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
And in mercy shall the throne be established ; and Heo shall
= BIb :Hnn it in truth, in the Tabernacle of David. And the, ..
= Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve 2 Tuniv.18.
me unto His heavenly kingdom. He shall reign over the
hause of Jacob for ever ; and of His kingdom there shall be Luke i 32,
noend. Butl tell you of a truth, there be stapding here,
which shall not tastc of death, (the second death) nll they ke i o7,
see the kingdom of God.  I'he kingdom of God iscome nigh
unto you. Seek yo the kingrlom of God, and all these things Loy i s1.
shall be ndded unto you. IPcar not liule floek ; for it is your
Father’s good pleasurc to give you the kingdom.  Blessed is
e that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God. (After they ;. &0 g
first resurrection.  Christ after his resnrroction, eat fish and
honey-comb before his diseiples.y The kingdom of God .
cometh not with observation. [ tell you, in that night there Li-aeit 2.
shall be two men in vne bed ; the one shall be taken and the Lk wii 84
other shall be left, How hardly shall they that have riches
enter into the kingdom of God. He spake a parable, becanse LY. 2. w4
they thonght that the kingdom of God should immediately o
appear. And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remensber me when .
thou comest into thy kingdom.  And Jesus went about all Lh.ssi. &2
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the™
Gospel of the kingdom, Ye which have followed me 10 the
regencration, when the Son of Man shall sit on the throne of Math.xis s
his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel. And this Gospel of the kingdom
shail be preached in all the world, for a witness unto alj * = 14
nations ; and then shall the end come. {As itis now so,
genvrally, the epd is at hand.) And in the day of these Dag.ii 4.
kiugs shall the God of Heaven set up a kingdom, which
shail never be destroyed : it shall break in picces and con- .
sume ail these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. And Pev 518
the soventh angel sounded ; and there were great voices in
Heaven, saying : The kingdoms of this world are become
the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ ; and he shall g
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Rev.v. 8, reign for ever and ever, For thou wast slain, and hast re-
deemed us unto God by thy blood ont of every kindred, and
__ tongme, and people, and nation ; and hast made us unto our
Micahiv 8. Giod kings and priests, and we shall reign on the earth, And
thou, O tower of the floek, the strongheld of the daughter
of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first dominion ;
tho kingdom shall eome to the d ter of Jerusulem. They
i-j[;t:if-?- shall rule over their oppressors, 'hen shall the king say
i, unto them on his right hand, come, ye blossed of my Father,
inherit the kingdom praparﬂi for you from the foundation of
1 Cor. xv. the world. Then cometh the end, when he shall have de-
glﬂ-m.ﬂ livered up the kingdom to God, even the Father, Blessed he
12 “the Lord God of Israel, that made heaven and earth, who
hath given to David the king a wise son, endoed with pru-
denee and understanding, that might build an house for the
Pa.xxiizn, [ord, and an house for his kingdom, For the kingdom is
In. xi, 6. the Lord's; and he is the governor among the nations, The
wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall
lie down with the kid ; and the calf and the young lion and
. xxxe.s, (e fatling together ; and a little child shall lead them. Then
the cyes of the blind shall be opened, and the cars of tha deafun-
Dan wiii8 slopped. T'he saints of the most High shall take the kingdom,
Oba, i, 71, @nd possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever. And
Saviours shall come up on Mount Zion to judge the mount
Ly zxit1gof Esan; and the kingdom shall be the Lords. Fov [ say
unts you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the
1¢or. vi, g, Fingdem of God shall come, Know ye not that the un-
righteons shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not de-
cetved ; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adalterers, nor
cffeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor
thieyes, nor covetons, nor drankards, nor revilers, nor extor-
James §i, 5 tioners, shall inherit the kingdom of Ged. Henrken, my be-
loved brethren, hath pot God chesen the poor of this world,
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath pro-

mised to thoze that love him?

CHAPTER II.
The New Heavens and the New Earth.

Tar first earth is that on which we dwell, and we know
by lamentable experience, that upen it there dwelleth no
rightecousness,  But on the second earth that Peter looked
for, there is to be righteousness, which will constitute the
essential and sublime characteristic of the new or first hea-
vens to be thereon established,



9

And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by Rer. xii2.
the word of their testimony ; and they loved not their now
lives unto the death, Therefore, rejoice, ye heavens, and ye
that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and
the sea! For, behold, I create new (first) heavens, and ay, .. 4
new eatth ; and the former shall not be remembered, nor
come into mind. For as the new heavens, and the new earth, « 1,y 2
which I wiil make, shall remain before me, so shall your seed
aad your name remain. But, O, ye moantains of Israsl, ye Eak.xxxri
shall shoot forth your branches, and yield your fruit to my 8-
people lsrael ; nng ya shall be tilled and sown ; and the citios
shall be inhaﬂimﬂ, and the wastes shall be boilded : and T will
multiply upon you man and beast; and they shall increase
and bring fruit: and 1 will settle you after your oid estates,
and will do betier unto you than at your beginnings. As the peu. «i.
days of heaven upon the earth. If any of thine be driven?2!:
out unto the outmost parts of heaven, from thence will the =~ **%*
Lord thy God gather thee. If onc look upon the land, be- |, = g
hold darkness and sorrow ; and the light is darkened in the
heavens thercof. They come from a far country, from the « .. 5,
end of heaven. For verily 1 say unto you, till heaven and Mat. v. 18.
earth pass: Heaven and carth shall pass away, but my word * xxiv 3.
ahall not pass away. They shall gather together his elect ¥ xrival.
from the winds, from one end of heaven to the other.
Heaven and earth shall pass away but my words shall not Lk xxi. 3
past away. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and Is, 1uv, 25,
the lion shall eat straw like the bulloel ; and dust shall be
the serpent's meat. They shal] not hurt nor destroy in all my
holy mountsin, saith the Lord. Andin thet day will I make Bosea 15,
a covetrant for them with the beasts of the fisld, and with the
fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things of the ground:
and I will break the bow, and the sword, and the battle, out
of the earth, and will make them to lie down salely. Apd e ir.3
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares. And ihe Joel ii.24.
floors shall be full of wheat, and the vats shall overflow with
wine and oil. The meck shall inherit the earth.

While the earth romaineth, seed time and harvest, cold @en viiizz
and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall
not cense.  Bui the day of the Lord shall come as a thiel in 2 Pet. iii.
the pight; in which the heavens shall pass away with a great L
noisge, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth
also, and the works that are therein shall be burnt up, Look-
ing for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God,
wherein the heavens, being on fire, shall be dissolved, and the
elements shall melt with fervent hent. © Newvertheless, we,
according to his promise, fool: for new heavens and a new
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness,” He hath compassed Job xxvi.
the waters with bounds, until the day and night come to an



