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PREFACE.

Tae following treafise owes ite origin to a desire
expresged by members of the last Senior Class in Col-
umbis Theologieal Seminary to henr a dircussion of
the question whether instrumental music may be legit-
imately used in the public worship of the Church,
Possesped of deop convictions on that subject, the
writor ecould not refuse compliance with such & re-
guest, and sccordingly delivered a ecourse of lecturcs
to the class. A dear Christian friend, who heard one
of these lectures preached as a germon, suggested the
propriety of their being published, nnd being aware
that $he writer was pot enceumbered with a superfluity
of this world’s goods, generously tendered the means
to render the suggestion practical. Althoungh cantioned
that she wight make s vseless pocuniary sacrifice, as
the enrrent of the Church’s views I8 now set in a direc-
tion opposad to the doctrine of the treatise, she inmsted
upon executing her intontion, on the gronnd that she
would contribute to erect a testimony to the truth.
Hence the appearance of this little book before the
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6 FREFACE.

It will, no doubt, be said that the attempt to prove
the mmjustifiable employment of instrumental musie in
the public worship of the Church is schismatical, since
the practice is now well-nigh universal ; that it is trivial,
inasmuch as it concerns a mere circumatantial in the
services of religion; and that it is useloss, as the ten-
dency which i resisted is invineible, and is destined to
trinmph throughout Protestant Christendom. To all
this one anawer slone ia offered, snd it i1s sufficiont,
nawmely : that tho attempt is gronnded in trath. 1t in-
volves a contest for & mighty and all-comprehending
principls, by opposing one of the special forme in
which it 13 now commonly transcended snd vielated.
It is that prineiplo, crophingized in the following re-
marks a8 seriptural and vegulative, that lends impor-
tance to the discussion, and redeema it from the re-
proach of being narrow and trifling.

The argnment is commended to the consideration
of any of God's people into whose hands it may fall;
but it is especially addressed to Presbyterians, to whose
voncrable standarde, a8 woll ps dircetly to the Serip-
tures, the appeal for proof is taken. They are en-
treated to read it, and to render judgment necording
to the evidenes snbmitted. May that Almighty Spint,
whose illumination our divine Lord and Saviour prom-
ised to his followers, guide each reader to the truth!

Coromera, 8 C,
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

I THX

PUBLIC WORSHIP OF THE CHURCH,

In the disenssion of the question, Whether the use
of instrunmental music in the worship of the church is
permisaible or not, it must be premised :

First, that the question 4 mef in regard to private or
family worship, or to that of social gatherings which
are not eocledisstical in their nature, nor with referance
to the utility or tastafulness of inatrumentsl musie, nor
in relation to the abuso to which it may be liable; but,

Secondly, the question € precisoly, Is the wae of in-
strumental music in the publie worship of the church
Fustiffoble ' The desipn of this discussion is, with the
help of the divine Bjnrit, to prove the negative.

L
TeE GENERAT, A LGUMENT PLON MCOBEIPTTRE.

Attention, at the outsct, is invoked to the considera-
tions which serve to establish the following controlling
principle: A divine warrant is necessary for every cle-
ment of docirine, government and worship in the
church; that is, whatsoever in these spheres is not
commanded in the Beriptures, sither expressly or by
good and necessary consequence from their statements,
iz forbidden,
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