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TEANSLATOR'S NOTE.

LEXANDEER PUSHEIN, the most distin-
cuished poet of Kussie, was born at Saint
Petersburg, 1799, When only twentv-one vears
of age be entered the civil scrvice in the depart-
ment of foreign alfairs.  Lord Dyron’s writings aid
eflorts for Greek independence exercised preat
influence over Pushkin, whose “ Ode 1o Liberty ™
cost him his freedom.  He was exiled to Bessara-
bia from 182010 LH:E, whence he retorned st the
accession of the new emperor, Nichotas, who
made him historiogeapher of Peter the Great.
Pushkin's [riends now looked upon i as a
traitor to the canse of liberty, It is not inproba-
ble that an enforced residence at the mouth of
the Banube somewhat cooled his patrioiic en.
thusinsm. BEwvery Autumn, his favorite season
for literary production, he usually passed at his
9



