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TO
THE BISHOPS
OF THE CHURCH IN THE WEST
THIS PORTRAIT

OF ONE OF THEIR APOSTOLIC PREDECESSORS
IS RESPECTFULLY PRESENTED






PREFACE

T a note to his sketch of Jackson Kemper, in his ** Bishope
of the American Church," Bishop Perry wrote: ¢ His life is
yet to be written, Tt will be the history of the founding of
the Church in the middle West," No apology is necessary
for a biography of Bishop Kemper; in fact, it is a reflection
upon the church that she has not had one before. There is
a certain vulgarity about a family, an institution or a nation
that is ignorant of and indifferent to its past.  Ewvery church-
man old or young, but especially the young, and especially
in the dioceses that have sprung ocut of Kemper's old juris-
diction, shonld be familiar with the facts in his career.

It was while composing his life of Bishop Cobbs that the
writer's attention was attracted to the western field, and
now that his work is done he may perhaps be pardoned some
expression of retrospective satisfaction as be looks out over
the clearings he has made in the mental forest, and draws a
deep breath of relief at the completion of the labor, incon-
ceivable by those who have never tried it, of reducing to a
cosmos a chaos of material gathered from books; pamphlets,
reports, newspaper clippings, and a mass of manuscript,
journals, letters, notes of conversations, ete, The two
books may be read ss halves of a whole; taken together,
they describe the expansion of the church throughout the
land in the middle of the nineteenth century,—the national-
izing, one might almost call it the continentalizing, of the
church ; and it is hoped that they may serve to make the
southern and western provinces of our natlonal communion
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Particufar information may be classified as follows:

I DoCUMENTARY :

(A) Published or printed :

Kemper's reports in * The Spirit of Missions" and ad-
dresses to his diocesan conventions, a merorial pamphlet,
with sermon by Rev. Dr. H. M. Thompson, and numbers
of * The Nashotah Scholiast.™

(B) Manuscript :

A few of the bishop's letters and sermons, 2 memoir of
his early years, and letters by his daughter, Mrs, William
Adams, and letters from Rev. Dr, R. H. Sweet, Rev, J. H.
Knowles, Messrs, J. 5. Irwin and FitzHugh Whitchouse,
Mrs. R. H. Clarkson and Miss Upfold.

I. Owravr:

From Rev. Drs. E. C. Benson and W. J. Gold, Revs. D.
D, Chapin, G. A. Carstensen, and W. W, Webb, Mrs.
William Adams, Mrs. Alfred Louderback, and Miss Up-
fold.

In conclusion, the author cannct but express one deep
regret connected with the publication of the present volume,
—that Bishop Perry, late historiographer of the church,
who was among the first to give his life of Bishop Cobbs a
cordial welcome, and Bishop Kemper's daughter, Mrs.
William Adams, who was most helpful in furnishing nec-
essary material, are no longer here to read it. Were he be-
ginning its preparation now, the work as it is could not be
written.

UMIVERSITY OF THE SOUTH,

Martinmas, t3gg.



