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PREFACE

Experience in teaching and the want of suitable gram-
mars have indnced me to prepare tha following work.
Many Englieh Iadies and gentlemen, whom I have instructed
in ancient and modern (reek were st a8 loss to find
the proper means for acquiring modern, while every assl-
stance for the stady of sencient Greek is to be had.

This ,Modern Greek Course”, the first part of which
is herewith presented to Englishmen, eepecially to men of
business, civil servania and to scholars, who may desire
to kmow not only the ancient, but also the present condi-
tion of the Greek language, will compriee four parts, dif-
ferent in purpose and independent of one ancther, These
are:

1. FElementary Method, containing the pronunciation
and the forms of modern Greek with exercises in both
languages;

II. Anifhology, containing carefully selected pieces of
Groek authors from the 11™ cenimry A. D. to the present
day with exegetical noter and lingmistic remarks;

oL p? and Synlaz, containing & syste-
matio arrangement of the rules of the formation and of
the correct spelling of modern Greek worde and of the
rules of correet composition, and lastly:

IV. Dialogues on the Platonic and Lucianic Me-
thod or Modern Greek dislogues in all fhree idioms of



VI FREEFACE.

the present Greck langmage instructive, amusing and un-
percelvably imparting the language.

The Greek language of the present dsy exhibits, as
does every living language, three different idioms, in re-
gard to perfection of expressiorn and of writing. Thess
idioms are, however, not so clearly distinguished from one
another in other languages, as they are in modern Greek.
The reason of this iz #o ba found in the exiremsly rapid
and uninterrnpted progress of the language since the be-

of the present cenfury snd especially since the
* gatablishment of the Greek kingdom. The illiterste inha-
bitants (peasants} of the country and the illiterate towns-
people speak and write the language of fhe popular songs,
viz: the eo-called language of the Armatoles and Klephis
, 88 the islanders mostly do, an idiom ewarming with a
great many foreign worde (lingns volgaris); on the other
hand really classically educated people write, if they do
not always epeak, s language which, indeed, differs little
from the etyle of Isocrates and Xemophon, with the ex-
ception of duals, optatives and the modern composition of
sentences, thus showiog a special revival (lingua doots);
finally the majority of the Greek nation in the kingdom
and abroad, that is to eay the man of trade and business,
of Btate and Church, who possesses an sverage eduocation,
gpeaks and writes a langunage, betwean the high and low
idiom, that iz the common language (lingua communis).
This last langusge or idiom is the most extensive intelleo-
tual organ of the Greek nation, and is especially simed st
in this Course. The differences or divergencies in these
three idioma have beenm duoly copsidered in represemting
the examples and forming the exercises, especially the
peculiarities of the lingua wulgsria.

Since the middle of the present century, there have
been published in Germany and in France a few works

with the same subject, and sbout four or five in
England, the last of whioh appearad 1878 (1881). I have
followed a new and independent way in selecting, divid-
ing and arranging my materiale, and I have tried to
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represent them ses eompletely, clearly and precisely ss did
those works, which I have taken s & basis and as guides;
that is I have the whole material socording to
the two ancient Greek Grammars of C. Wordsworth, those
of G. Curiius, and the work of R. Etthner, and according
to these I have tried to represent every form of the me-
dern Greek language always in comparison with the an-
clent Greek.

I have cslled the first part of this Course an elemen-
tary Mothod, because it containe as much of the formal
and material parts of the language s8 iz necessary for
the introduction to and first acquaintance with the la
A Mothod i for 8 language what sn Encyclopaedia (in
the Germsn meaning of the word) is for a science. Ina
German University the stndent before en apon the
sindy of any solence has to hear lectures on the so-called
Enpeyclopaedis of that acisnce, vix: an introduoction and first
soquaintance with the science in all ite branches ; thus thers
is an Encylopasdia of Theology {e.g. by . Hagenbach eto.),
of Jurieprudence (e. g. by F. Walter, Warnktnig eto.), of
Philology {e. g. by i Boeckh eto.). In fhe same way
the Methods of languages intend’ te make the student of
& language acquainted with ite first formal (grammatical)
and material (lexieclogieal) kmowledge, in order to intro-
duce him essily snd pleasantly to the desired language
instead of fatigning him at first with dry and abstract
rules of Grammar without any practical adaptation and
annoying him with troublesome searching for words in
the Dictionary. After the work of the method has been
finished, the student can procssd with more confidence to
Grammar and Dietionary.

In regard to the order of the parts of speoch I have
preferred to let the verb presade the nomns, and again
the pronouns the nouns, adjectives, numersls and parti-
viples, becanss I have found by experience that the es-
sential requirement for learning modern Groek is first of all
the imparting of the forms of the verbs; the remaining
forms of the different parts of speech are then learnt



