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CHAPTER 1.

i Chief master-guaner am I of this towa |
Femething I mnet 49 10 procure mwe mrace. ' —HEFET V.

My dear Reader—allow me fo introduce to your
distingnished consideration, the Rev. Mr. Cary,

You will please excuse the gentleman's prevcenpa-
tion and indifference to infroductory ctiquette, since he
has not the fuintest intimation that he is the individual
introduced. He does, and elways will, suppose it to be
some other Mr. Cary., He might have been the posses-
gor of Tithottom's magieal spectacles all the days of
his life, withont drezming of the imperfections of his
own heart, or experiencing one lenging desire to see
himsclf as others see him |

But wa do not wish to criticize the gentleman in his
innocent ignorance of our proximity.

Mr. Cary, as you perceive, {8 scated in his old arm-
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chair, in tlie home parlor of the Pargonage. Sce how
cheerily the rock-maple firs roars and glows behind the
polished brasses| How the firelight dances out co-
quettishly over the tidy hearth, casting a whole flood
of radiance on the occupant of the chair ; flying onwnrd
to the bool-case in the corner ; struggling faintly toward
the enrtaing, and suddenly vetreating, eurls down be-
hind the wooden sticks, while small jets of gandy-col-
ored flame peep cautionsly upward, as if playing at bo-
peep with some other maple firg !

The door opens, and a little gitl glides in with a
pair of faded slippers, which she quietly deposita upon
the Learth, and without speaking, for she divines her
father’s mood ; lays her dimpled eheelt npon his shoul-
dery and cneireles his neek with her arm,

Mechanically the father enfolds hor in & earess, but
hie eyes still pry into the glowing embers, snd his brow
knits for itself another wrindkle. .

As he gita there, with hia shadow thrown upon the
white wall by the warm firelight, we gaze at him
thoughtfully, as at another of those wondrous studics
in God's inexhanstible stndie, where, like the child
vainly striving to match the fancy-grass in the garden,
we weary ourselves in futile efforts to trace in feature
or gpirit the counterpart of a fellow-mortal |

The rough outlines, the compressed lips, and muscn-
- lar frame, are each indicative of decision, and the firm-
est of wills. Phrenologically we are warned, that log-
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ival eombat may be profitably left alone, and to retire
with precipitancy whenever that gentleman approaches
an argument or a hobby ! If there is any one fact es-
tablished by Mr. Cary ss a mental fixtare, it is a con-
vietion of his personal infallibility of judgment and
action. Slow and skeptical in Lis recogoition of modern
jnnovatione, his heart sofiens reluctantly, and his de-
cigions close npon his reason with more unrelenting in-
carcerafion, than ivon dours und bolts upon the vietim
of erime.

Tgnorant of the viees which dig such fatal pits for
the feet of our young men, Mr. Cary’s life had heen
invulneralile {o temptation. Although pinched by
poverty, and early thrown upen his own reseurces, he
had nevertheless struggled throngh s respectable edu-
eation, firmly kceping aloof from debt, and while he
did net hesitate to eam an honest penny by manual
labor, he wae too manly-hearted to lean for support
wpon the Female Charitable Associations, which, for
-gome unavcountable reason, seem indispensable to the
interests of meodern theology !

Mr. Cary's initiation to the dutics of the ministry

had commenced at the mature period of thirty years,
at which time he had been called to assume the pastoral
charge of the church in Minden. We sny #he church,
for, though there were other churches in Minden, yet
the bulk of the people there were admirably Presb;

rizn ; an exemplary body of Christians, who had, many




