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. PUBLIC

INSTRUCTION IN PRUSSIA.

Tuw writer has been requested to furnish some '|:n'r1:i|:ul:1rs
of the system of natiopal edueation in present use in the king-
. dom of Prussia. The spinit, rather than the details, of this .

great institution is applicable in the United States, and its
whole econpmy and general character are exhibited in Mrs.
Austin’s translation of Cousin’s Refn}rt. In the preface to that .
work the anthor asserts that, «There is such a cohereney,
both in the fubrie it describes, and in the description, that no
one will fully understand the systemn, who cammot bear the toil |
of following the author step by step. Portions may be select- .
wd which show the beautiful spirit pervading the whole, and
which must, I should think, tonch any human heart; but its
. merit as a piece of legislation—as a system living and work-

ig—can only be appreciated when studied connectedly and in
detail.”—Theze remarks of Mrs. Avstin suggest the character
of this institution, and it is hoped, will commend it to persons
interested in_public education, and in its practical improvement
in the United States. -

Puktic InsTruotiow, in relation to this system, signifies, *in-
struction provided for the whale public by the state.”™*

The territory of the kingdom of Prussia is divided into ten
provinces, the provinces into departments, the departments into

& Ooumin.
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cireles, and the circles into parishes. The whole of the public
establishments of education, throughout these subdﬂr]smns of
territory, mmprehcnd elementary or primary schools; burgher
or middle scheals ; gymnasia or high schools; and- Universi-
ties. All the institntions are mder the regalation of the laws,
.and under the protection and ministration of an appointed ma-
gistracy. 'The present system came inte operation in 1819 ; it
has therefore been subjected to fifieen years of experiment, and
hag been constantly gmwiug in popular favour,and inthe estima-
tion of the most public-spirited and plnimop]ucm] minds over all
Europe. The whole system ie under the cognisance and con-
trol of the minister of Public Instruction, who is assisied in his
function by a cooncil, which, {o use the words of Cousih, serves
to prevent the pmba?;ﬂe errors of ¥ a single and variable head ;
to make new rules or modify old cnes; to aid the judgment of
the minister as to what establishments it may be desirable to
found, or what to suppress; above all, to guide him in the ap-
preciation and the choice of men, and to serve as a rampart
to ward off solicitation and intrigue.” The council are some-
times severally cmployed to visit the institutions under cogni-
sance of the minister. Thess visits are unexpected, alwn]fs
determined by & rcal necessity, and entrmsied to men espe-
cially fitted for the vecasion. In the gencral course of affajrs,
the correspondence and intervention of inferior authorities, im-
mediately connecled with the ministry, iz sufficient to earry
on the system in its ramifications most remote from the cen-
tre of aathority.

Every departmeal, circle, and pnns?l has its schuol board,
which regnlates its respective affairs, and every =chool its
proper inspectors or committee, consisting of laity and clergy,
who have particular and frequently recurring duties in regard
to the schoola. The minisier, though thoroughly informed of
results, does not interfere minutely with details. © His informa-
tion of the operation of the whole sysiem is nearly perfect,
being gathered from full and accurate reports of the dependent
funetionaries. _

Two features in this system are very striking—one, is the
respect felt by the nation for the dignity and uses of educa-
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tion ; and the other, the positive fitness requred hy the Iaws. :

for the exercise of the respective duties of those. employed in
the adminisiration of it. * The high rank assigned to the head
of 'El'l]b]j(". instruction, marks the resper:t in which every thing

relating to that important subject is held. by the government ;
hence science assumes her proper place in the state, Civiliea-,
tion, the intellectual and moral interests of socigty, have, 1he1r
appointed minisiry.. This minislry embraces every thmg re-
lating to science, and couse-qqem]y all schools, librarics, and
kindred institutions.” :
“ The spirit of the- anﬂ;an monarchy is decidedly adverse
to unpaid functionaries of any kind,” says M. Cousin, there-
fore the admipistrators of the public edu::atwn have, generally
some small salary proper .o their office.” *In Prussia all
public servants are paid; aml as no post whalm?ar can be
obtained without passing through the most rigorous examina-
; tions, all are able and enlightencd men. And as, moreover,
they are taken from every class in society, they bring to the
exercise of their duties, the general spirit of their nation, while
in that exercise lhey contract habits of public business” By
such an arrangement it muost be seen that voluntary benefac-
tors are excluded, except in the bestowment of donations and
legacies to the schools, and also that the intrusive counsels,
and arbitrary proceedings of well intentioned ignorance, can-
not prevent the conmstant improvement and progress, which
wise men, associnted together for the public benefit, will cer-
_ tainly aim af, and may probably accomplish. No languor,
negligence, and apathy are likely to enter into the applications
of a system guarded i so many ways., Every parish must,
by the law of the land, have a school; and the pastor, or mi-
_nister of that parish, is in virtue of his office, the inspector of
that school ; associated with him is & committee of administra-
tion and superintendence, composed of some of the principal
persons in the parish. If all the operations of this association
were carried on without any check or authority, the methods
and results of instruction might be correspondent entirely to
the knowledge or ignorance, the vigilance or negligence, of
the school committee, or trustees. But every department has
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a board of education, called the Regency, which employs
school-inspectors, who reside in the ehief town of every circle,
and who inspeet all the schools in 1t ; and another officer, the
school councillor, also inspects the schoels, quickens and keeps
alive the interest of the school committees and the school-
masters, and makes TepoTts to the higher authoricy of the ex-
cellences and defects of the particular schools: and thus what-
ever is wrong is known, and is put in the way of redress.

The preceding statement is only a brief notice of the gene-
ral cconomy of these schools. The translation of Mrs. Austin
is limited to the details of primary instruction, and to this only
the present abstract from Cousin is also restricted —Cousin
divides hig report into the rules and the facts, thyg:

I. The orginization of -primary instroetion; the laws and
roles by which it is governed.

II. What the laws and regulations have _actually produced.
—The rules are, concerning the duty of all parents and guar-
dians to send their children io the primary schools; the duty
of each parish to maintain a scheol, at its own cost; general
_ objects and different gradations of primary instruetion: how
primary teachers are to be trained, placed, and rewarded or
punished ; authorities employed in superintendence a.ndpn-
vate schools.

The duty of parents to educate their children, by means of
schools. letters, and science, has long been recognised in
porthern Furope. Cousin believes that the system of the
present education in Prussia originated in national tenden-
cies—in & deep and general feeling thut the moral and intel-
lectual well-being of the state, and of the individual, must ba
promoted by letters, science, and religion ; the last two being
especially represented and inculeated by means of literature,

# This duty,” says Cousin, “is so natoral, s¢ rooted ip all
the moral and legal habits of the country, that it is expressed
by a single word, [in English,] scheo! obligation. In Prussia
the state has for many years imposed on all parents the strict
obligation of sending their children to school, unless they are
able to prove that they give them a competent education at
home. They are boupd 1o send thejv children to school from
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the age of five years. By the law of 1311? this Obllgatmh is
rigidly enforced, and yet it is not esteemned tyrannical, but
- the school is generally regarded ae s privilege.  All masters
and mandfictorers who employ children as servants or ap-
prentices, says the law, shall be required to give them a suita-
ble.education from their seventh to- théir foorteenth year in-
clugive. No child can be removed from school till the in-
gpeetors examine whether he has gone through the whele
elementary course. A rigid census is taken of children, and

in case of any negligence of parents or guardians, in regular
attendance at school, the magistrate 1s called in, to enforce the

law. But considerable facilities are afforded to the ohservance

of this law—for the time employed upon lessons is so arranged

ae o leave children seversl hours daily for work at home.

Care is every where taken to fornish necessitons parents with

the means of sending their children to school by providing

. them with elothing, books, &c. To theso facilities are added
the benevolent and enlightened persuasions of the school com-
mittee, who represent to the parents the exceeding walue of
a good elementary education, and spread among the young a
thirst for knowledge, which they can only obtain by means of
the legal provision, which offers it to them.

Fivery parish is bound to have an elementary school. The
schools are sopported in part by emlowments variously de-
rived, by a tax upon property, and by cootributions of parents
who are able to pay for education. The financial: provisions,
are procured in these ways, according to local circumstances,
It may happen that one village will be too poor to defray the
expense of a school; in that case the combination of several,
including insulated farm-houses, is allowed in order to form a
school. .

The number of children in one school must not be too

. great. One master cannot take more than a hundred. Dif-
ference of religion does not prevent children from attending
school together, unless the populousness of the place conveni-
ently separates them inte schools of distinctive denominations.

In relation to the maintenance of the schools, the law thus
defines the provision:

v



